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A Treatiſe 
Vofolding the whole dutie 


of PrRatYB ks 
Delivered 


In five Sermons vpon 1 Theſſ. 5.17. | 


By the late faithfull and worthy 
Altinifter of Teſus Chriſt, 
IonuN PRESTON, {= 
Dr. in Divinity, Chaplaine in ordinary to 
his Maieffy, Maſter of Emmanuel Colledge in Cans 
briage and ſometimes Preacher of Lincolnes Inne, 
The ſecond Edition, correXed. 


The effeftuall feryent prayer of arightcous man availerh 


muxch, Tames. 5. 16. 
If I regard iniquity in my heart, 8he Lord wil l not heare | 


my prayer. Pſal. 66, 18, 
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6: No ae Wo eos 
TO THE READER. 
Courtrons Readcre | 

2 «22 &F O diſcourſe largely of the neceſſity and vſe of 

| {@F\ this peece of ſpirituall armour,after ſo many 

Pa\v learned and vſefull 1reatiſes, vpon this ſub- 

CeabwW ieft,may ſeeme ſuper fluous,eſpecially conſide- 
ring oihat there is much ſpoken to this purpoſe, for thy ſatiſ- 
fadion, in the inſuing Treatiſe , wherein, beſides the vn- 
folding of the nature of this dutie, (which is theSainrs dai- 
ly exerCilc )end ſtrong inforcement to it, there is an endea- 
vour to give ſatisfaFtion i in the -moſt incident caſes, want 
of clearing Whereof is vſually an hindrance to the cheare- 
full, and ready performance thereof. In all which, what 
hath beene done by this Reverend and worthy man, we had 
rather ſhould appeare in the Treatiſ: it [elfe, to thy mdif- 
ferent indgement, then to bee much m ſetting downe our 
owne opinion. T his we doubt not of, that, by reaſon of the 
ſpirituall, and convincing manner of bandling this Arga- 
ment, it will winne acceptance with may, eſpecially conſt- 
dering, that it is of that nature, wherein, though much —_ 
beene ſpoken, yet much more may be ſaid with 960d reliſh to 
thoſe that haue anie ſpirituall ſenſe : for itis the moſt ſpi-. 
rituall ation, wherein wee haue nearer communion with 
God, then in anie other holie a and _— i | 
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Fe E::: To the Reader . | 


pleaſeth God to conveigh all good to vs ,to the performance 
whereof Chriſtians finde moſt backwardneſſe, and indiſpo- 
ſedneſSe, and from thence moſt deieftion of ſpirit , which 
| alſo in theſe times, is moſt neceſſarie, wherein, onleſſe we 
fetch helpe from heaven, this way, Wee ſee the ( hurch and 
Canfe of God like to be trampled vnler feete. Onelie, re- 
member ,that we let theſe Sermons paſSe forth as they were 
delivered by himſelfe, in publicke, without taking that li- 


haue thought meete : for wee thought it beff that his owne 
meaning ſhould be expreſsed in his owne Words and man- 


ſeeme ſuperfluous to ſome,but may, by Gods bleſsing, be vſe- 
full toothers. Jt would be a good prevention of many in- 
convexiences, in this kinde, if able men would bee perſwa- 
ded to publiſh their owne works in their life time, yet wee 
| thinke it a g00d ſervice to the Church , when that defeS is 
ſupplyed by giving ſome life to thoſe things which otherwiſe 


 boxrs of his we eemmend onto God,&> the benefit of thim 
vnto thee, reſting 


| 


| 


bertie of adding or detrafting, which, perhaps, ſome would 


ner, eſpecially conſidering there is little which perhaps may 


would haue died of themſelues. The bleſsing of theſe las 
Thine in our Lord leſus Chriſt, 
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EXERCISE. 


THE FIRST SERMON. 


2 THESs.z. I7: 


Pray continually. 


ECepets>H: Apoſtichere, inthe latter 
axe I22y) cnd of this Epiſtle, heapes vp 
S@&Þ many precepts together , and 
P&p# thercfore we ſhall not neede to | 
Ry ſccke .out the dependance of 
>&x8 theſe words from thoſe that go | 


\ 


before, or thoſe that follow after. Reioycs evere 
| wore Cairh hee) Praycontinually, Inall thing! ite | 
[Hawkes : 


* 
FS, ” 


[ IF. x" 
” "4 _ { 0 EY.” - en # 
/ 95 So rant *q" I : 
WS. Sates. $25 » a TT. —_— . N , 
SEP ASTRA , EG . ; 
g _ + DE. am » ——— oj" po - "£7 es. 
SS % k->$$7 Sow + <A 58-4 Ls. ) p "IX 5 7 - - _ 
a, Ee ER REESE To9g" S 
- F = - we LED ; F a ; 
WY +. Bvo,.> 1 i : 
- 7 _—_— R 
N ” I I Ja ” - % a 
» 2" Lak : 
- . 
—_ —_ 
. 
- 


\ thankes: forthis 5 the will of Godin Chriſt lejws to Y 
yer wards, 
| Wee are now fallen vpon this. Text, where 


this duty of prayer is commended to vs, and it 
is a command fromGod himſelfe delivered ſhort- 
ly,as lawes are wont to bee, withour any great 
premilcs and reaſons, and indeed, having there- 
| __ [| fore the more authority in it, 


Pray Continuilly. 


3. T hingscon- [ N the handling of which, we will doc theſe 
fiderable , for 
opening of the three things. % 
words | - Firſt, we will ſhew you what Prayer is. 
Secondly, why the Zerdrequires this at our 
hands; for a man might obic&, the Lord knowes 
my wants well enough, he knowes my mind,and 
how I am afte&ed 7 T, but yct the Lord will hauc 
vS tO zray, and to aske before he will beſtow 1 K 
vp vs. | bf 
| | And laſtly,what it is to pray contizn-lly. 
s.Whatprayer| Forthe ft:rit, If we would define prayer in ge- 


| is. nerall ro you, I would give you no more bur this 
1,1n generall, d gy 5 vX . 
e{cription of it. Ui 1s au expr- ſſion of the mindeto| D 

= the Lord: {omeiines by words, {\anetimes with- . 


| out words, bur yet there muſt be an expreſſion, 
and ſome opening of the will to hum. This is the 

| gencrall. | 
2.1nſpeciall. | But now to know what a right prover is, what 

ſuch a prayer is,1s G84 accepts; you mult haue an 
| | Other definition which muſt hauc more ingredt- 
| cnts into it, and. ſo,Prayer &, nothing elſe but &w 
218 expreſſion, or offering of thoſe buly, and good aiſpoſi-\ 
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tions t8 God, that ariſe from the ſpirit, or the regene. 
rate part, in the name of Ieſus © hriſt, Where you| ge 
are to obſerue this; That the prayers, that wee ator Bs | 
make,are divided into one of theſe two ſorts, tive foxes, 
| Firſt, ſome are ſuch prayers as are the cxpref- I 
ſion of our owne ſpirits, the voice of our owne 
ſpirits , and there is nothing bur ficſh in chem ; 
| ſuch prayers as any naturall man may make to 
the Lord. And theſe the Lord regards nor, hee 
 knowes not the meaning of them, that is, hee 
doth not accept them, __ 
Secondly, Th-:c arc prayers that are the voice 2 
of God, own Sp rit,that is,{uch as ariſe from the 
regencrate par: which is within vs, which is 
quickened and inlargecd to pray from the imme- 
diate helpe of the boy Choſt;, Theſe prayers are 
onely accepted : And of inele it is faid, he knowes 
|the meaning of the Spirit : That is, hee io knowes 
it, and ſces it, that alſo he accepts it. Therefore | 
you ſhall ſee in Hoſea 7. 14. when they prayed, Foſea 7. 14. 
and prayed earneſtly, yea they let a day apart | 
for prayer, they called a folemne Alcmbly,and | 
kept a faſt, yer,ſaith the Lordplainly, yee did wot 
cai' pon me when you howled vpon your bedds, for, 
(ſaith he) you «/ſembled your ſcluts for corne, and for 
wine, which any naturall man may doc; And al 
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Rom: 8.27, 


— 
—_— 


therefore, (faith he) it is but a howlizg : Ic is the Sd 

voice of beaſts to ſeeke for wine, and oyle, ard -:4:.:< 

|corne, but hee ſaith plainely, you cateanot wpon 4+:4 

|-e; when notwithſtanding, they ſpent a whole * $557Y 

pday in prayer, Bur the mcaning 1s, that the Lord Te 

tegards this as ny prayer atall. : : 557 a. 
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| When the de- | pod, the deiires and diſpoſitions muſt be good: 


{rhingsmay bee | ruall manner, and the deſire may be good; And 
]rhingsin a\pi- | Therefore that muſt be obſerved withall, that it 


EY Pray for temporal things,for outward comforts 
| ſuch things as belong to the preſent eſtate of his 
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Thetermes of i And thercfore,to opena little this deſcription 


thedeſcription | ynto you: for it is one maine buſineſſe that wc 
opened: > : ; . | 
hauc tv doc,in the handling of this Text, to de- 
ſcribe to you the meaning of this precept, what 
the nature of prayer is, that you may know what 
| kinde ot prayer it is,thit prevailes with G o Þ. 1 
I, Why hcev- 


Gl hs vrorg | 1ay, itzs an exprefiion of holy and good diſpefitiont. 
(diſpofitions) | I vie that expreſſion, rather of diſpoſitions then de- 
--5 *- | fires, becauſe there is ſome part of prayerthat 
: ſtands in thanksgiving,when you deſire nothing 
at Gods hands, but giue thanks for that you haue 
| reccived ;marke, firſt, that they muſt be holy, and 
tray al \ for that is a rule;all the affettions and deſires are 
men are good. i 800d, or cvill, according as their obiects are ; 
| thoſe that are tixed vpon good things, are good 
 delires. | | 
| OueFt. | Youwill ſay then, what are the good things 
that meke the deſftres, and diſpoſitions of the 
' heart good ? 
| They are temporall things.and ſpirituall both 
| y are tempQy 2S.,gNA IP On. 


Anſw. 


| Thattemporall A man may pray for temporall things in a ſpiri- 


defired in 2 | againe, hee may pray for ſpirituall things in a 
carnall man- -— ap 
ner.and carvall | Carnall manner, and the deſire may be naught. 


ritnall manner 
| & how. 


| is not {imply the obiect , but there 1s a certaine 
manner of defiring too. For example, ifa man | 


«tot 


| | body her If he pray for them with theſe condi-]- 
- | tions, that he prayeth for that which is conveni-| 


| | ' © 250 ent} F 
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ent for him, he prayes for ſucha meaſure as Gop | 
ſees to be meet, as Pro.3 1. Feed me with convenient | Prov. r 
faod for me ; This prayer 1s geod. Burt ( If axy may 
well be rich, 2S 1 T1m.6.) 1t1S an inordinate deſire, | 1 Tim, 6. 9. 
when men will haue excefle of theſc outward 
4 things, & more then is fit for them. And againe, 
Y if you deſire that which is convenient, and ſþ:wal it 
wpon your lufps, If you deſire health,and long life, 
that you may liue more pleatantly ; If you defire 
wealth, that you may lue more deliciouſly, and 
not {imply that which the creature may defire, 
and to the end that you may be the more enabled 
ro ſerue the Lo x Þ intheſe things, your defire is 
{not good. Sol ſay, firſt it muſt be for that which 
: is convenrent;ſccondly,you muſt not Pend it pow 
| your laſts, burin G o Þ s ſervice. 

And laſtly, wee muſt pray for them in a right 
method, Firſt tbe Kingaome of God, and then other 
YG things, that is, ſet a price onthem,as you ought, 
1 not too higha price, bur yalue them aright. We | 
ſhould ſo pray tor outward things, as our pray- | 
ers may bee ſpirituall. On the other 11de, a man_ | 
may pray for {pirituall chings in a carnall man- 
ner, as for temporall things in a ſpirituall man- 
ner. A naturall man may pray earneſtly for faith, 
and for grace, and repentance , not out of any 
4 beautie thar he feces in them, not our cf any taſte 
: and relith chat hee harh of them, bur becauſe hee 
thinkes them a bridge ro leade him to heave, 
and that hee cannot come thither without them: 
when hee conſiders in his heart that hee cannor 
be laved withour theſe things, I ſay,then hee may, 
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To God, 


- | Arifing ſrom 


the ſpirit or. 
{ regencrate part 


CE OO I OO OO OO ER —_—_—— 


| 1Sam.15.1. 


: 


— 


—_— 


| 


| much comes from that which is called the #- 
; werdmzn,(o farrc it is ſanctified,ſo farre that pra- 
yer is accepted, and no further. But,that we may | 
open this a little more fully, we will ihew you it| 


fince in the Scriptures. 


_ 


| vſeth, whom 1 ſerue in my/ſpirit(i is the fame word 
| inthe originall thar is vied for faſting & prayer) | 


deſire them, and deſire them carneſtly.It was the 


caſe of Francs Spira, who cryed ſo earneſtly for | 


grace, that hee might haue but a drop of it, bc-} 


cauſe he could not bc ſaved without it, he giues 
the rea{on himſelte, hee ſaid withall , he ſaw no 
excellencic in it, he deſired it nor for it ſelfc; and 
therefore hee thought his prayers ſhould not bee 
heard. Thus you lee thar prayer is an expreſſ;on 
of b:ly and good deſires,and it is ar offering, them wp to. 
the Lord. 


I will not ſtand vpon that(you are well enough 


inſtructed in it) that whatſoever petition 1s made 


to the creature, it 1s not a prayer, it muſt oncly | 


be offered vp to the Lord. 

Then I ade, it is ſuch as muſt ariſe from. 
the regenerate part, that is, looke how much there 
is of the regenerate part imma prayer, looke how 
muchthe holy Spirze hath ro doe in it, looke how 


by tome other expreſſions of prayer, that wee 


Itis called a l;fting wp of the heart to God, a pou- 
rig forth of the ſoule to the Lord,1 Sam. 1.15. A ſer- | 


— 


ving of him in ſpirit,ſo Paul calleth it. Now it wc 
open theſe phraſes vnto you a little, you ſhall} 
know more fully. wherein the nature of right! 
praying to 60d conſiſts. That phraſe the Apoſtle 
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{| Now whart is that to pray toGedin the ſpirit? for 
wee may ſay, a man cannor make a prayer, but | 
| there is an act of his minde gocs to it, and every 
' man what ſervice ſoever he performes, his ſpirtt| 


fected accordin ly. As, for cx:miple, ifa man 
| come to.confeſle his ſinnes, and yer ſleights them 


| 
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muſt needes hauc a hand in it,ſo that it cannot be 
| performed without the minde. 
| T rakethis to be the meaning of it,the Apoſtle 
his ſcope, is to diſtinguiſh the truc and buly icr- 
vices of Gop from thoſe that are but ſhadowes, 
and counterfeit, that are but the body and car- 
cafſe of right ſervice, Therefore, when he ſaith, 
1 ſerne the Lord in my ſpirit, or / pray in the ſpirit; 
The meaning is this, when the prayer of a man 
is not onely that which the vnderſtanding di- 
ates to him, but when the whole {oule,the will 
and affections goe together with his petition, | 
and whatſoever the pctition is,a mans heart is af- 


inwardly in his heart;if a man pray for reconci- 
lation with G o Þ, and yet haue no longing and 
ſighing in his heart after ir, if hee carnettly aske 
grace,and the mortification of {tntull luſts, when 
the heart doth not inwardlyſcek it,now he praics 
not in the ſpirit. To pray inthe ſpirit 15 as that 
In /oha 4.24. He aill be worſhipped in [pirit and in 
tratb. The mcaning is, ſo to pray, that the heart 
goc together with our petition ; allo, this 1s the 
mcaning of thet when a man powreth forth his 


telic; [ am « woman troubled,cyc. And powre ont any 
: {fave before the Lord, That is, when a man dclivers 
4 B 4 oF 


{oule beforethe L o & d. So Harrah faith of her 
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to G © n that which the vnderſtanding and mind 
hath deviied;(for prayer is not a worke of wit, or 
| of mcmoric ) . but when a man powreth forth his 
whole ſoule,(that i5)his will, and affcEtions, when 
they go? together, when there is no reſervation 
in his minde; but when all within him is opened 
and explicate, and expoſed to the view of the 


came to pray.for the mortifying of his luſts, ſaith 
he, Ihsdaſecret inward deſir e that it ſbould not bee 
done, Theretore when the ſenle is powred forth, 
the meaning is,that all be opened to him; ſo that 
when a man will make an acceptable prayer, hee 
' muſt make this accompr, hee muſt then call in al) 
his thoughts and affections , .and recoll&. them 
rogether as the lines in the cemer,or as the Sunne 
beames in a burning glafle,and that makes prayer | 


to be hotend fervent, vhereas otherwile, it 1s but 
a cold and diſhparcd thing, that hath no ſtrength. 
or efticacic int it. | 

Now wit: 1!, this you muſt know, that when 
wee ſay rhe whole foule muſt .goe together with 
the pctition, . the meaning 1s, that not onely the 
wal', and affections bee imployed, ( for ina natu- 
rall man, i1 his deſire of healrh,when he is fick, cr 


tections arc buſtc enough, . 1t i5 likely) and therc- 


led the ſpirit, which is diffuſed in rhe whole ſoule, 
that that be 1ct.on worke in- the performance of 
this holy dutie ro the Lo x », whenſoever. wee 


Lo x v, notas Asftis faith of himfelfc, when he |. 


fore we adde that further, that that which 1s cal- | 


——— 


wante:h affiſtance and guidance in difhcult caſes, |. 
not oncly thc vnderſtanding,. but the will and at- 
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in a regenerate man, (for that you muſt take for 
granted by the way that no natural} man is able | 
to make a prayer acceptable to Gop, ſeeing there 
is no {| pirit in him. bur in the regenerate man)there 
is, I ſay, ficth and ſpirit: now when we come to 
 powre forth vur heart to the Lo x », that which 


firſt ; and that which is ſpiriuall, it may be,lyes: 
in the bottome, and that 1s kept in, and fo a man 
may make a carnall prayer, though he be a holy 
man; that is, when the flcth hath gotten the vp- 
per hand, as in fome fits it may; when the mind 
is filled with worldly ſorr&v and worldly rejoy- 
cing,an4 worldly defires,and theſe would be ex- 
preſied tothe L © x v;it is a prayer thatthe Lox Þ 
xcgards not, though the man bee holie, trom 
whence it comes : but right prayer is this, when 
the regenerate part 1s acted and ſtirred vp, and 
| the fleth.that hinders, muſt be removed. For you 
{ know this, .that whereſoever there is a regenc- 
| rate part 1n any man, there 1s a regenerate apt-. 
nefle in that to call vpen G © »; -and it cannot be 
diljoyned from it, .buttharas nor alwayes in a&t. 
As we ſec a fountaine, it hath alwayes an aprnes 
to powre forth water, it is readie to breake.into a 
current, bur if it be ſtopped with ſtones and mud, 
and-other impediments, it cannor breake cur, fo 
he that is a regencrate man, thar hath a holy part 
in him,.. rhere 's an aprnefle ro prayer. Which 1s 
that which our Saviour ſaith, 446.26.4 1-.The ſi» 
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For this you know, that there are two things | 


Simile; 


p— I 


Mar,z6, 4 i, 


= 


hm. a 


_— 
ttt 


—_ 


ES Bod, rn 
8 * 


| The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


neſle that followes the ſpirit, or the regenerate 
| part in a holy man, but,ſaith he, The tes 15 back- 
werd,that is, it ſtops this fountaine, and therefore 
| Rom. 8.57, | Rom.8.27.The ſpiris is ſaid there to helpe our infir- 
mrnuties,and 18 make our requeſts for ys, that is, even 
45 a man remooues ſtones from a fountaine with 
his hands,and when he hath done that, it breaks 
| out into a current, ſo the hely Ghoſt removes this | 
fleſh, that ſtops vp the current, the ſpiritrakes a- 
way thoſe carnall impediments that are in vs. 
And not onely ſo, but ſtirreth vp the regenerate 
part,and when that 15 done, we arc ableto make | 
a ſpirituall prayer to G © v in Chrift Jeſws;So that 4 
is the thing, that you are now to cbſerue, Thar| 
the {ſpirit muſt helpe our infirmities, when wee "1 
come to call-ypon G © »v, and our prayers be ſo 
farre acceptable as they be the fruits of the rege- * 
nerate part; now.we.want-bur one thing to adde q 
inthe definition. | By 
| | Offercdvp in They are ſuch prayers as are offtred t8 God inthe bs . 
lhe name | nameof Jeſus Chriſt 1 
| This is a thing that you all know, that thoſe | 
= 
| 


— 
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prayers that are not oftered vp in chriff, are not 
acceptable, becauſe the perſon is not. regarded. 
 aChron, 26. | It was the ſinne of Yz5i4h in the 2 Chrew.26. he 
would goe tothe Temple himſelfe being a King 
on the throne, and he would offer incenſe with- 
| out a Prieſt, Wee doe the very ſelfe-ſame thing, 
whenſcever we goe to offer vp any prayer t0 God 
| without Chriſt Ieſus; In the olde lay men might 
bring their ſacrifices, bur ſtill rhe Prieſt muſt of- 
ferthem; ſo muſt we here; andthereaton is gi- | 
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vs ſavour of the fleſh, from which they come,and 
the 4nzel of the Covenant mingleth much mcenſe 
with them, and makes them {weet and acceptable 
to Go D, with much inceaſe, that 18, as the fleſh is 
more, {o there needes more incenſe, that they 
may be made acceptable to Go » the Father. So 
that we haue indeed a double interceſ[nur : one 
is , the ſpirit that helpes our infirmities, that hclpe 

| vs to make our petitions, that quickens, and en- 
largeth our hearts to prayer: The other is the in- 
| rerceſſour ro make them acceptable to G o », 
{that he may receiue them, and nor refuſe and re- 
jet them. So much ſhall {erue forthe firſt thing, 
to ſhew you what the duty is, what a righ:, true, 


- ——— 


ven, Rev:$. becauſe the prayers that come _ 


and acceptable prayer is. - 

Now for the ſecond, #hy went prey.(for that 
objection a man may make)the Lord knowes my 
minde welt enough, and what necdes ſuch an ex- 
preſſion of it by prayer : The reaſons briefly 
wiy the Lord will haue vs to pray,are taken; 
| Partly from himſclfe, - 


| x.From himſelfe,though he be willing to be- 


tow mercies vpon'vs,yethe will haue vs ask his 
| Icaue before he doth it. As, you know, fathers 
| do with their children,though they intend to be- 
ſtow ſuch things vponthemzas are needfull, yer 
they will haue-their childrento ask them, & as it 
1s a common thing.among men, though they be 
willing a man ſhoald paſſe through their ground, 
yet they will haue leaue- asked, .becauſe by that 


—— 


And partly from vs. | 


| 
[] 


=_ | 
| Why the Lord | 
| will haue vs to 
' Pray, 
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In reſ<& of 
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| , meanes the propertie is acknowledged, otherwiſe 
| .1t would be taken as a common high way, ſo the| 
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| 'Lord will have his ſervants come and aske, thar "oj 
they may acknowledge the propertie hce hath in iſ 
thoſe gitcs he beſtowes vpon them : Indcede, 0- if 

cherwiſe we would forget in what tenure we hold F 
| Simile, |Fbelc blefſings wee enjoy , and what fervice wee " 
3 ee [owectothe Lord,as you know,rthere is an homage \N 
| | aue tothe Lord, that the Lord might be acknovv- "A 


 Iedged, ſo the Lord vvill have this duty of prayer 
 pertormed, that vve may acknovviedge him,that 
{yve holde all of him, and that vve might remem- 
[the ſervice that vve ought to doe to him, to riſe 
{and goe at his command, that is, to doe his ſer- 
vice, vvhichvve vvoula be ready to forget,if vve 
| were not accuſtomed to the duty of calling on 
him. I 
2 Likewiſe he will haue it Jone for his honours 
ſake, he will haue men call vpon him, that they 
may learne to reverence him, and likewiſe that 
othcrs might be ſtirred vp to reverence him, and 
to honour him,and to feare him. The ſervants of I 
Simile. | a Prince doing honour and reverence to their w 

| Lord, they ſtirre vp thoſe that are lookers on : \ 
Glory what. | And as the Schoolemen ſay of glory, Glory is 
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properly this, not when a man hath an excellen- Wy 
cie inhim, ( tor that hee may haue, and yer bet 
{ without glorie ) burgloric is an oftentation, a n 


| ſhewing out of that excellencie. Ir is the phraſe | 
that is vicd in the Sacrament; you ſhall celebrate 
| the Sacrament, that you may fhew forth the Lords 
<4 death; fo the Lerd will haue vs come and call vp- | 
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on his name to ſhew forth the duty of prayer, | 
and thatwe may ſhew forth his glory. This is for 
the Lord himſclte., | 

Nouv for our f{eclues, we are to doe it, partly, 
that the-graces of his Spirit may be increaſed 1n 


vs : for prayer exerciſeth our graccs, every grace | 


is exerciſed in prayer, and they being exerciſed 
are increaſed. Sce an excellent place for this in 
Lude 20.. That you may edifie your ſelues in the ho- 
ly faith praying mm the holy Ghoſt; as it hee ſhould 


{ay, the way to edific your ſelues, and bild vp | 
your ſ{clues 1s to pray in the hely Ghoſt;that is,ſpi- 


rituall prayer made through the power, and atfi- | 
ſtance, and ſtrength -ot the hely Gheft: Every ſuch | 
prayer builds vs vp, irincreaſcth every gracc-in 
vs, faith, and repentance, and toue, and obedi-. 
ence, and feare,all increaſed by prayer. | 


Partly; becauſe they are excrciſed and ſet on | 


worke in prayer: forthe very exerciſe increa- | 

ſeth them. | 
And partly alſo, becauſe prayer brings vs to 

Communion with 6od. Now, if good company 


increaſe-grace, how much more will Communi- | 


on With the Zed himſelfe quicken and increaſe | 


it 

Koreover, this dury is required, that we may 
be acquainted with God: for there is a ſtrangenes 
betweenethe Lord and vs, when we doe nor call 
vpon his name, Tt is the command which you 


Lord, that thou maiſt bane peace with him, andthou 


our ſclues, 


1 


Tude 20, 


2 * 


| 


2 In reſpec of | 
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quaintance growes amongſt men ; itis by con- 
verſing together, by {peaking one to another. On 
the other {1de, we ſay, when that is broken off, 
when they ſalute not, when they ſpeak not toge- 
ther, a ſtrangeneſſe growes;ſo 1t is in this: when 
wee come to the Lord, and are frequent, and 
fervent in this dutyof calling vpon him, we grow 


| ſtrangers, and the Lord dwells afarre oft, we are 
not able to behold him, except we be accuſto- 
med to it, and the more. wee come into his pre- 

ſence, the more wee are acquainted with him. 
Therefore that is another reaſou why we ſhould 


Likewiſe,that we may learnc to'be thankefull 
to him for thoſe mercies, we haue received from 


vnasked, we would forget them, his hand would 
not be acknowledged in them; and wee would 
not ſee his providence in diſpoſing thoſe blci- 
ſings that we doe emioy, but when wee come to 
aske every thing-before him, we are then readic 
to {ce his hand more, and to prize it more, -and 


it is a ſure rule commonly, what we winne 
prayer,that wee wceare with thanketulnefſe, and 


Go v, in prailing him, an 


this duty.is. And, 


= | a> . 


acquainted with him, and without it wee grow | 


vic this, that we may get acquaintaice with the | 
| Lord. | bs 


him;for,if Gop ſhould beſtow mercies vpon vs, | 


weare diſpoſed to more thanketulneſſe, So pat 
th 


that which-wee get without prayer, wee {pend, 
and vie without any lifting vp of the heart to 

| I acknowledging his 
hand, in bcſtowing it vpon vs; ſo you ſee What| 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, vvhy the Lord yvill haue rhis duty 
performed. a 
Novy. thirdly, (in a vvord) vyhat is it to prey. 


doe not ceale to doe it, at ſuch times as Go »y 
requircs it at your hands. Compare this vvith 
that in the ſecond Epiſtle to T7wmorhby, 1- 3+ The 
Apoltle ſaith there, that he hath him in coxtine- 
all remembrance, praying for him night and dar. 
vvhence the ſame vvord is vied that 1s here. 
Novv vvee cannot thinke that the Apoſtle had 
Timothy in continuall remembrance, that he vvas 
never out of his thought, but the meaning 1s, 
vvhen he did call vpon G o », from day to day, 
he ſtill remembred him. So that to prey contins- 
ally,is to pray.very much, to pray attholſe' times 
vyhen 50 Þ requires vs to pray. For it is the de- 
| finition that Piuloſophers giue of idlenes,a man 
1s then ſaid to be idle, vvhen hee doth not that 
vvhich he ought, .in the time.vvhen it is required 
of him. He is an idle man that vvorks not,vvhen 
hee ought :o vvorke; S9 hee is ſaid not to pray 
continually, that-prayes not vyhen hee ought to 
pray. So that I conceiue this to be the meaning | 
of the Apoſtle, Reioyce evermore, ( ſaith hee ) 
bur when hee comes to this exhortation of 
Prayer , hce contents not himſclfe to ſay pray 


| 


. 
very often, but pray continually, as vvee vic 


to cxpreile our felunes vyhen vvee vvould haue a | 


ks 
k 


alvvaycs doing of this. So the Apoſtles ſcope is | 
| LIvY Pl DS ® to» 
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continually ? The vvord in the originall ſignifi- pray continu- 


jeth, ſucha performance of this duty, that you ally 


3. What itisto 
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if jro ſhew thar it ſhould bee exceeding often , and 


N | OB that it ſhould bee very much done. Hence wee 


i | | { 4 conflant gather this by the way , that wee are bound 
| it courſe ofpray- | to keepe our conſtant courſe of calling vpon 
| er, at leaſt leaſt twi d hatſ; A doe 
Wl \rutceagayis | 384,20 HRC caſt twice a day, whatſoever we doc 
[ i | a Gury, | more, 
| |S ELL | Bur you will ſay, what ground haue you for 
Ml! that, why doe you inſtance in that twice a 
Il Ps ES : 
if [{ Anſw. The ground of it is this, when the Apoſtle| 


8 = grounds | bjds vs pray continually, docit exceeding much, 
! | doe it very often, the leaſt we can doe.itis twice 
1.Fromthe text 2 day, VIC may doe it oftner, but that, 1 ſay,is the! if 
| leaſt. . When wee haue ſuch a command as this, 

when we haue ſuch a precept as this, Pray contine- | 
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8 | 2. Fromexam- | aUy; and this rule illuſtrared by ſuch examples as] 
Wh!) | ples, we haue in the Scriptures, why it 15 recorded,ttit | 
mk {| [benottrucofeverycxample in that kinde that is | 
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ſaid of rhe generall example, 1 Cor. 10. They are 
| written for our learning ? when it is ſaidthat Da- | 
vid praycd oft, and Daniel expreſly in the 6. Daw. | _ 
Dan'6. 3. | ;.Heprayed three times 4 day, that was his conſtant| | 
courſe, I ſay,we may think weare bound to doe þ 
itat the leaſt rwice a day. Conſider a little,: the : 
| reaſon of it why we are bound to doc it; In the 

3-Fromreaſons | T eeple,you know,theLordwas worſhipped rwiſe 
a day, there was the morning, andthe evening [4-| 
crifice. W hat was the ground of that commande- 
|ments there was no reaſon of it,- bur that the] 

Lerd might be worſhipped,and that was the time 
 {thathe would haue itdone twice a day,morning 
and evening : bur beſides rhat, 1t was not one] 
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That the Lord might be worſhipped, (wherein we 
ſhould follow that example of worſhipping him 
morning and evening.) Bur likewiſe our occa{i- 
| ons are {uch, that that is the leaſt wee can doe to 
call vpon him conſtantly morning and evening: | 
f2r there is no day but we vie many bleſſings,and 
wee take many of his creatures. Now wce may 
not take any of them withour his leaue ; ſo that 
thou art bound to aske for them before thou take 
them,and pray for a blcfling vpon them ; or clſe 
thou haſt no right to them, thou haſt no lawfull 
vic of them; that place is plaine, 1 Tz. 4. Every 
Creatnre of Goa js good, an1on:hi not to beerefuſed, 
if it be received with thankegiving, for it 1s ſaudtified 
by prayer. So thar, it you take common bleſſings 
evcry day, and doe not {ceke them at the Lords 
hands before you take them, they are not ſancti- 
tied vnto you, you hauec not a lawfull vie of 
them,you haue no right vnto them. 

Beſtdes, my Beloved, it is that which the Lox » 

© 2 

| knowne 7n ever y thing, that 1s; whenſocver you 
need any thing,make your requeſts knowne ſo 
in every thing g ime thankes. And therefore the leaſt. 
we can doe when we haue received,and doe need 
lo many mercies,1s to giue thanks,and to ſcek to 
him ſo often, from day to day. | 

\Morcover,doe not our hearts need it, are they 
not ready to goe out of order,are they nor ready. 
to contract hardnefle, are they not ready to goe, 
from the L o « », andto be hardned from Gods, 


commands in every thing, Make your requeſts | 


| 
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ſel. 


| make ſome vie of this that hath beene dclive- 


—_— 


; gard,to Compoſe them, and bring them backe a- 
gaine 1n order, LC 
Moreover,doe not the finnes we commit dai- 
ly,put a neceſſity vpon vs,of doing this,that they 
| may be forgiven, and done away, and that wee 
| may be reconciled to God againe? Therefore do 
not thinke that it is an arbitrary thing to call vp- 
on God twice a day,becauſe there is no particu- 
lar exprefle command ; forif you confider theſe 
places that I haue named, and the reaſons, wee 
ſhall ſee there is a neceflitie lyes vpon vs to doe 


it. So much ſhall ſerue for that, I come now to 


| 


red. 

Firſt,inthat ſuch praiers,as the Zerdaccepts,are 
an expreſſion of holy deſires, ſuch defires as riſe 
from the regenerate part of a man; Hence then 
we ſee that al natural men arc in a miſerable con- 
dition, when times of extreamitie come ; and 


helpe in thc worlld,but ſccking to the Lord,when 
all the creaturcs tor{ake thcm,and are not able to | 
t help: them; and therc is no way to goe to the 
| Lord but by prayer ; if prayer bee an effe, and 


is not able to helpe himſelfe, hee is in a miſerable 
condition. Therefore let men confider this that 


thou haſt warning enough,at ſuch a time; put the 


for, .ifthere benot grace in the heart, thou art 


> RY 


. | 
waenthe day of Jdcath comes , when there 1s no |. 


fruit of the regenerate part of a man,a carnal man| 


put all offto times of extreamitie. Pur the cale, 


caſc thou haſt the viſe of thy vnderſtanding, yet } 
thou art not able to doe any good without this : | 


| 


c 


not} 
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{Go Þ in the time of health, how wilt thou doe ir 


| Secondly, ifthe Lord command this, if it be 


——— 
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take heed of negleRing this duty, rather be ex- 


| might hane entrance to the throwe of grace, and will 


— 
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| — ” pe 
not able to make a ſpirituall prayer to the Zord, 


that the Loyd accepts. Therefore take heede of 
deferring, and putting off; Labour to bee rege-. 
nerate, to haue your hearts renewed, while you | 
haue time, and if thou bee not able to call vpon 


when thy wits, and thy ſpirit arc ſpent, and loſt, 
and in the times of ficknes and extreamity? ther- 
fore let that bee conſidered, which wee doe but 
touch by the way briefly. 


the command of Ged4, Prey continually : Then 


horted to be frequent,and fervent in it, to conts- 
nue therein, and watch thereto with all perſeverance. 
It is a common fault amongſt vs, cither vree are 
ready to omit it,or to cometo it vnwillingly, or 
elſe we performe it ina careleſle, and negligent 
manner,not conſidering, what a command lyeth 
vpon the ſons of men to performe it conſtantly, 
and conſcionably. I beſeech you conlider thus, 
that it1s a priviledge purchaſed by the blood of 
leſ«s c hriſt , Chriſt dyed tor this end, it coſt him 
the ſhedding of his blood, That wee through hin, 


you let ſuch a priviledge as this lie ſtill 2 If you 
doc,{o farre as is inyou, you cauſe his blood to 
be ſhed in vaine : for, if you negle& the priviled- 
| ges gotten by thar blood, ſo far you neglect rhe 
blood, that procured them , but to neglect this 
duty is to negle& that, Beſides, if wee aske you 


tt. 
u__ 


Ye 2. 
Eph (6, 


Motiues to 
praycr, 
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the reaſon, why you abſtainfrom other ſins, why 
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| 


WW © th CC ————Y 


The Saree Jah Geelſe. 
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| Dan.;6, 


you'ſteale not, why you commit not adultery, 


£23 I. "EET" 


| nigat, when hce provides 


Eph, 2. 


heede of neglecting it. | 
| _ WY Beſides]. 


F 
— —_— 


\and/mutrher : Thercafon thar you giuc,is, be- 
cauſe the L o « » hath commanded you. Hath 
not the L o x » commanded you to pray con- 
ſtantly,art all rimes * 


Daniel in this caſe, inthe 6.0f Daniel, hee would. 
not omit a conſtant courſe of prayer, hee did 
it three times a day, .and that was his ordinary 
cuſtome. If hee would not omit it to ſpare lus 
life, if hee would not omit it in ſuch a caſe of 
danger as thar, . why willyou omit it for buſi- 
neſle, for a little advantage, . for a little gaine, 
for a little wealth or pelfe, or pompe, or plea- 
ſure, or whatſacver may draw you from that 
| duty £ doc but conſftder what an vnreaſonable, 
| and what an vacquall thing it 15, that when the 
Lo x Þ glucs vs meate and drinke, and cloathes, 
from day to day, when he ors vs ſleepe ;every 
or vs {uch comforts, 
as wee haue ncede of, as there 1s not the leaſt 
creature that doth vs any ſervice, bur as farre as 


_—_—_— 


get l.im,.. and ncrt to giue him thankes, and nor: 
ro aske theſc things at his hands, notto ſeek vnto. 
him, but to live as wahont God inghe world, as we 
doc,when we negle& this duty: I fay,itis apro- 
feſlion of living without G o » in'the werld; we 


j4aim. Therefore take hecede of omitring it, rake 


Ifyou make conſcience of one commande- 
{mcnr, why doe-you not of another ? conſider 


G » . | . 
he {ets it a work to doe that ſervice. for vs to for-| 


are ſtrangers to him, it 1s open rebellion againſt | 
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| Beſides all this, wee ſhould doe it for our 3, Ar, 
owne ſakes, if wee conſider what vie we haue of | 
rhis duty for our ſelues. Is it not the key that o- | 
| peneth all Go Þ 5s treaſures 7 when heaven was 
ſhut vp, was not this the key that opened © when | 
the wombes were ſhut vp, was not this 1tthat o- 
pened ? yan know, Eliah prayed for raine ; lo wc 
may ſay for every other bleſſing. All Gops trea- 
ſures are locked vp,to thoſe that doc no. call vp-, 
on his name, this opens the doore to them all, 
whatſoever they be that we haue occaſion to vie, 
this is effectuall ; it doth it better then any thing | 
beſides. If a man be ſicke, I will be bold to lay it, | 
a faithfull prayer s more able to heale his diſeaſe | 
then the beſt med cine; The prayer of faith ſhall _ i 
heale the [icke 1 iw.,. you kr ow, the woman that Tames fy, — | 
had the bloody iſſue, wie the had ſpentall vpon | 
{ Phiſttians, and could duc no good, then thee 
comes to Chriſt, and oftcred a faittfull prayer ro ; 
| him,that did it, wizen ſo many years pluck could 4 
not doc it; Belowed, if there be a Prince or a great | 
| man, whoſe mind we would have turned towards | 
vs, A faithfull prayer will doe it ſooner then the 
| beſt friends. So ir was with Nehemtab,y ou know 
his requeſt, thatthe Lo x p would give him fa- | Nehem. 12, | 
Var 14 the fight of the man,it we be in any ſtrair,as 
= was in Joſephs caſc,if we haue any difficult mat- 
ter to bring to paſle, this prayer and ſecking | 
4 tothe Lo x » will expedite,and ſer vs ar liberty 
I | ſooner,it will finde a way to bring ir about more 
4 | then all the wits in the world;becaule it ſets Gop 
| on worke. You haue no power to doe any thing | 
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Ioh. 16, 24. 
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| would not be ſonegligentin it, or come in 
carelefle a manner to 1t. . | | 
Beſides rhis, I beſeech you ts conſider this, c- 


Certainly a praying Chriſtian that is prevalent 
and potent with G © »,(that ſeekes to him) he is 
able to do more thenall the riches in the world, 
they ſer the divell a worke ; but prayer ſets God a 
worke,it ſets him a worke to doe vs good;and to 
healc vs,and to deliver vs out of extremities,and 
therctore, T ſay,ftor our owne fakes, even our of 
ſelf--loue,and tor common comforts, you haue 
need to victhis. Certainely,it theſe things were 
belceved, - (but you heare them, you giue vs the 
hearing for the time; bur if they were beleeved,) 
many would be more frequent in this EY 

0 


very man deſires joy,and comfort, & commonly. 
one thing that keepes -vs off from this duty, is 
ſports and pleaſures, one thing or other, that we 
take delight in, . which dampe and hinder vs in: 
theſe rhings,in {pirituall performances; Prayer is 


the beſt way of all other to fill thy heart with 
joy,as we {ce in /#þ.16.24. he faith there, Jn my} 
nam: you haue asked nothing hitherto, bnt now acke, 


thit your 10y may bee fall. This is one motiue that | 
Chriſt vieth to exhort vs to bee frequent in this 


the meaning of that of Jzmes. 5 . If any mn be ſad, 
let him pray; not oncly becaulc prayer is ſurable 


him vp,. it is the way to getcomforrt,. if any bee 
ſadglet himpray. So it is in rbil, 4.6. Inall things. 
poree Jour requeſts knowne;and the peace of God ſhall 


duty, that our joy may be full; that I take to be | 


to fucha diſpoſition, . bur likewiſe it will cheere | 
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krepe you in the Communion of Teſus Chriſt. That is 
ir,thart brings peace,and quietnefſe;and therefore - 
there is much reaſon, why we ſhould be conſtant 
in this dury,it is that which quickens vs,1t is that 
which fills vs with joy, and comfort, and with 
peace, which is that that every one dcf1res. 

Moreover,conf1der it is thy buckler, prayer 1s 
rhe helmet that keeps thee fate, when a man neg- 
les it, when he ceatcth to goe to God by praycr, 
' when he once ſhewes himſclte to be a ſtranger to 
the Lord by neglecting this duty, then he 1s out 
of the pales of his proteftion, like the contes that 
go0Cc out of their burrowes : for ſo is the Loyd to 
thoſc that pray, the Zordis a protcction to thoſe 
that call vpon his name. The very calling vpon 
his name 1s a running vndcr Gods Wings, AS tt 
were,that is, a putting our {clues vnder his ſha- 
dow; but when thou neglccteſt that, thou wan- 
dreſt abroad from him. Now doe we not neede 
protection from outward dangers, from day tg 
day? doe we not need to be kept from the inward 
danger of finne and tempration? {urcly prayer is 
one part of the firituel Armeor,as we {ce Eph.s In 
the complcat armour of God, prayer is reckoned vp 
the laſt,as that that buckles vp all the reſt, ſaith 
tne Apoſtle, Continue in prayer and watch to it with 
perſeverance. And you haue the more reaſon to 
doc it, becauſe it is not onlya part of this armor, 
but it enables you to vic all the reſt, to viſe the 
word, & to vie faith:for prayer ſtirs them vp all. 
W har 1s it to haue Armour, and not to haucgir 
i cady?now prayer makes it ready. Therfore y 
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Matt 26: 41 


Note this. 
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Y 
| ſeeketo the L © kx d continually, Therefore,if we: 


} 
| 
| 


f 


en. 


ſee Chriſt preſcribes the ſame rule in Afa8.26.4 1 
| Pray that yee enter not into remplation, as if that 


| hopes he is the ſervant of G o », and ina goodc- 


| 
we ſpeak not of frequency {imply, but of ſuch 4 
| performance as 1s required) I ſay.to profeſſe that 


were the way to ſecure vs, and to ſhelter ys, and 
to keepe vs lafe from falling into temptation. Tr] 
. : . | 
is athing I would adviſe you to, to pray, and to 


ſhould vic enely this reaſon to you, to be con- 
ſtant in this duty , becauſe it is for your ſafety, 
it were ſufhcient, You know whena man is 45 4 
Citty whoſe walls arebrokew dewne, when hee lyes 
expoſed to temptation, he 1s 1h a dangerous caſe, 
So I may vic this Dilemato you, if you haue a 


w_ 


= m—— 


diſpoſition, if you thinke thus, I hope I am well | 


enough ; I hope my heart is ima temper good 
cnovgh, Iam-not now expoſed toany temprati- 
on,. I teare nothing, make tl.s-argument againſt | 


thy ſelte;- why doc I neglect fo good a gale, if 


my heart be {o well diſpoſed to pray, why doe 
I then omit it 2 Againe, if there be any indiſpo- 
fition in me, why doe I hazard my f{clfe? what if 
Sathan ſhould ſet vpon thee 2 what if the world 
ſhould ſet vpon thee ? what if a futable temprati- i 
0 agreeable to thy luſts be offered? art thou not | 
in danger? and therefore a conſtant courſe ſhould 
be kept in it, wee ſhouldtake heed of being negli- 
gent in it, And will a man trow profefle that he | 


ſtate, although he do not pray ſo much as others, 


thou arta ſervant of Chriſt, and that thou loveft 
hou 
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art his ſervant, and yet thou calleſt not vpon him | 


from day to day, this is an idle thing, it is impo(- 


ſible; it thou didſt loue him; thou wouldeſt ex- 


preſſe thy ſelfe in calling vpon his name. Shall 
a friend that is but an acquaintance to vs, . in 


whom wee delight, come to vs, and wee are | 


willing to ſpend many houres with him, and 
ſhall we protefle our ſelues to bc friends of Gop, 
and him to be a friend vs, and that we delight in 
him, and yet neglect rhis duty ? this 1s a com- 
mon thing amongſt you, when you ſce a man 


that mediates all his matters lumtelte, or if hee 


doc open his mindc, and tell them to ſome bo- 


dy clie, it muſt bee ſuch a one as proteſſerh 
to bee a friend to him ; now if this friend ſhould 


never hearc from him, nor hee ſhould never 


. 


as ad. 
nad ——— 


w—_ 


ſpeake to him, or if: heedoe. it is in ſuch a neg- | 


ligent manner, as it may appearc, hee doth not. 
truſt him, hee doth not regard what hce can doe . 
for him, and hee doth it ſo ſhortly, that hee can | 
| ſcarcely tell what the bulſineſſe is, I ſay, in ſuch a 


caſe,, would you not reckon his profeſſion of 


friendſhip to bee an idle, and empry profcihon ? 
(now apply ittothy ſelfe,thoſe that ſay they haue | 
communion with G © p, and they hope their e-. 


200d enough, they ſtand in good tearmes 
with hum, bar yer, if they be in any neceſſity,for 


ſtate 15.9 


all the matters and. occaſions that fall out from 
day to day, either they thinke of them in them- | 
{clues , or they areapy enough to declare them 

ro men, or if they goe to G 0 v,they doe it neg-- 


| 'igeatly » they poſt over thegmgreer, ſo as they 
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haue ſcarce leiſure to expreſſe themſclues and 
their doings ; doc you thinke hee will take ſuch 


for friends £ and doe you thinke, that this is a 
true, ſound and hearty profeſſion 2 Therefore 
(roend this ) I belcech you confider it, 
and take heede of being remiſſe, and 
negligent in it,you ſce it is a com- 
mand from the Zord, Pray 
continually. 


And 1o much for this timc. 


. 
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@ livered, but to preſle this point 
2 on vs a little further (for what is 
| more neceſſary, then that wee 
WEEREZW thould kcepe a conſtant courſe in ; 
this duty, ſince the very life of Religion canſiſts 


— 


9 


diſadvantage,both for the ourwaFd man, and for 


Pray continually. _ 


Ot to repeate what hath beene de- | 


in it?) 1 addethisto all I prefſed in the morning, | 
[rhar if you do negled it,ir expoſeth you to great 


the inward man, and there arc but rhefe rwo that? 
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In the out- 
| vvarg mans 


'2 
In the invyard 
NAN. 


| 


Tob,1 5.4: 


| = —_ 


For the outward man, it depriues you of the 
bleſſing ; pur the cafe, you haue never ſo good 
ſucceſle in your cnterprizes ; put the caſe you 
have outward comforts itt abundance, yet ſtill 
the blefling is wanting ; and net onely ſo, bur it 
vncovers the roofe, as it were, and the curſe is 
rained downe vpon your tables, vpon your meat] 
and drinke, vpon all the endeavours, and all the 
enterprizcs you take in hand. Wee conſider not 
' What we doe, when wee negled&t this duty, what 
| dangers wee cxpo:e our ſelues vnto from day to 
day: for it is one thing to haue outward com- 
torts, and another thing to haue the bleſſing with 


JO 


Beſides conſider what loſſe you ſuffer in the 
inward man, when you neglect this duty at any 
time : for that is ready to bee diftempered., and 
t0.g0c out of order, +it is ready to contredt hard- 
| nefle, to contract ſoile ; ſpirituall grace is ready | 


2 


be overcome with weedes , if you looke not di- 
ligently toit, andthe way to looke to itis con- 
ſtancy in this duty. That is a notable place, 7ob.1 5 
4-.when Eliphas obſerved ſome diſtemper in lobs 
affections (as he apprehended it) he tells him that 
the ſpeech hee vied was not comely, . but vaine, 
and 1infull, and what then © ſwrely Job (faith 
hee) thow refraineft prayer from the Loyd, as if hce 
ſhould fay, it is impoſſible, 796, that thou ſhoul- 


wath a garden that is neglected ; it will quickly 


them. | 


| to decay. Ir falls out with mans heart, as it doth | 


deſt fall into theſe diſtempers,, if thou diddeſt | 


keepe thy courle conſtantly inthis duty , there- 
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fore ſurely,ſaith he, thou reſtraineſt prayer from 
the Lord; Soitis with vs, It vs reſtraine prayer 


| 


from So », and diſtempers will ariſe quickly in 


our ſpirits, worldly mindednefle will bee ready, 


ro grow vpon vs,wee ſhall bee apt to bee carnall, 
we ſhall forger G © Þ, and forget our ſelues, and 
forgct the good purpoſes, and deſtres wee had , 
and therefore, that you may keepe your hearts 
in order, you muſt keepe a conſtant courle in this 
dity : for if you doe, (though your peace be in- 
tcrrupted) this will repaire it againe, it will make 
vp the breaches againe ; though there bee ſome 
diſtemipered affections, that grow vpon vs, yet 
prayer will compole all. As fleepe compuleth 


 drunkennefle; fo prayer will compoſe the affecti- 


ons, a man may pray himſclte ſober againe, no- 
&ually; and rhis you ſhall finde, that as you, ei- 


proportionable weakenefle growing upon the in- 


ward man, as the body fceles, when it negleceth 


| either fleepe, or diet, or excrciſe: therctore, to 
end this exhortation , let vs bee conſtant in | 


It, 


thus to keepe a conſtant courſe, for which. you 
heard ſo many reaſons inthe morning, I lay, re- 
member this caution) thar if it be pertormed in a 
formall, or na cuſtomary, and overly manner, 
you were as goud to omit it altogether ; for rhe 


Lo x Þ takes not our prayers by number, bur by 


- 
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thing doth it ſooner, nothing doth it more effe- 


ther omit ir,or fleight it ouer; ſo you ſhall finde a | 


 Onely remember this (when wee exhort you 


i 


——_—— 


| 


Waight: when itis an outward picture , a dead! 
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Simile. 


| Samvile. 


the buſineſſe; ſo in all other workes , hee cares 


ii. —_ 


tained, and that the thing may be effected, for | 


_ of 
carcaſſe of prayer, when there 1s no life, no fer- 


vencie init, heec regards itnot, be notdeceived 
in this, it is a very viuall deceit, it may bee a 
mans conſcience would bee vpon him, if hee 
ſhould omit it altogether, and therefore when! 
hee doth ſomething, his heart is ſatisfied, and | 
ſo hee growes worle and worle ; therefore ,| 
conſider, - that the very doing of the dutie, is 
not that which the Lo « v heedes, but hce will | 
haue it ſo performed, that theend may bee ob- | 


which you pray. If a man ſend his ſervant to goe 
to ſuch a place, it is not his going to and fro that | 
he regards, but hee would haue him to diſpatch | 


not for the. formalitic of performance , bur} 
would haue the thing ſo done, that it may bee 


for you, and he goe, and lay ſome greene wood | 
together , and perhaps put a few coales vndex, | 
this is not to make a fire for you,but he muſt, ej- 
ther get dry wood, or he muſt blow till it burne, 
and be fit for vie; ſo when your hearts are vnhir, 
when they are like greene wood,when you come 
to warme them, and to quicken them by prayer 
to Gop, it may be you poſt over this duty, and 
leaue your hearts as cold, and as diſtempered as} 
they were before: My Belowed,this is nor to per- 
forme this dutie. This dutie js effectually. perfor- 


better temper then they Were before.If you finde 
5 "as 


of vie to him; if you ſet a ſervant to make a fire | 


med, when your hearts are wrought vponby it, &| 
when they are broughtto a better tune, and to a 


_— ſinfull| 
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{is a profane perſon ; and hee that performes it 


| throughly. And therefore , if thou finde that 
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Gnnefull luſts , there your buſineſſe is ro worke\ 
them out by prayer, to reaſon the matter, to ex- 
poſtulate the on before the Lo « »D, and not 
to giue over, till you haue ſetall the wheeles of 
our ſoule right, till you haue made your hearts 
perfe& with G o »; and if you finde your hearts 
tap much cleaving to the world, you muſt weane | 
them,and take them off; if you finde a deadnefle, | 
and vnaptnes,and indiſpoſition in you, you mult 
hft vp your ſoules to the Lord, and not giuc over 
till you bee quickened, and this 1s to pertorme | 
the dutie in ſuch a manner as the Lord accepts, | 
otherwiſe it is an hypocriticall performance: 
for this is hypncriſte, when a man 1s not willing | 
to let the durie goe altogerher, nor yet is willing ' 
to performe it fervently , andin a quicke, and 
zcalous manner; for hee that omits it altogether | 


zcalouſly, and to purpoſe, is a holy man: but 
an hypocrite goes berweene both , hee would 
doe ſomething at it, - but: hee will not doe it 


thou haſt ſlubbered over this dutic from day'to 
day, that thou performeſt-it in a negiizgent man- | 
ner, and perfun@orily, know that it 1s an hy- 
pocriticall performance ; and therefore when we 
{pend ſo much time in-exhorting you to a con- 
Ranticourfe'in this dutie, ſtill remember, thar ' 
you muſt perforrne it- in fuch a manner, that it 
may haue heate, and life in it, that'it may He ac- 
ceptabletoGoD», and doe good to your owne 


EL "S>  Qgrace,' 


hearts, to bring them to a more holy frame of 
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| grace, and to a better temper, then, It nuay bee 

you found them in, when you went about the 

| dutie. | 
I Andif you obje& now, I, but it will ccſt vs 

Objeff, | muchtime to doc this: 

Anſw. Indced, one common cauſc,among all the reſt, 
Lhreefold, | that keepes vs off from the thorow performance 
of this duty, is this: bur, (to ſpeake to that in a 
r.4gſw. | word) remember this, thar the time that is f pen 
in calling vpon 609d, hincers you not in your buit- 
neſle,though it ſceme to hinder you, and though 
it takes ſo much from the hcapc, yet indecd it 1n- 
creaſeth the heape, as it is ſaid of tithes and offe- | 
rings,bring them in, and thinke nor, that becauſe 
you leſſen the heape, that you are- poorer men, 
no, ſaith the Lord, it wi.l iacreaſe your ſtore, 1 
will open the windowes of heaven , and you ſhall 
haue ſo much the more for it; ſo it is true in this 
| caſe. In other things you ſee it well enough. You| 
Simile. know, the baiting of the horfe, hinders nor the 
journey, and the oyling of the wheele, and the 
whetting of the fithe, rhough there be a ſtop in' 
the worke for atime, yet, as our common ſaying 
11s, a whet 15 no let, andthe doing of this is no im- 
pediment. | E 


| : FF | 
| An(w.2. Secondly, put the caſc it were, yet is it not the 


| greater buſtnetle { what 1s it that you get by all 
your labours , and travailes 2 if it be riches, it 
comes not into any compariſon with grace, and. 
helinefſe, with that riches wherewth prayer 
makes you rich. But, ſay it be ſomewhat more 
noble then thar,as learning,and knowledge; -yex,| 

fe | what | 
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whar is that to the renewing of G o p.s image in , 
vs: were it riot better to ſpend time to get grace | | 
ro make vs rich tos God; to make vs to get ſtrength | 
| in the inward man, to paſſe through all varieties 
ofafkictions, in getting that which is the chic- 
feſt excdlenciec of all others: tor is not that the 
| beſt excellencic 5 When Adam was In Paradiſe, 
4 the having of Gods Image, you know, it excelled 
= }]allotherexcellencies in the world,and ſo it doth | 
L ſtill, and the more you pray, the more you get 
F of this image: for a manof much prayer 1s al- 
waycs a man of much grace, it much increaſerh 
choſe ſpirituall gitts, which are better then all the 
| outward things you can get by your imploiment 
and diligence in them : rheretorc, I ſay, though 
ir doc {pend you much time; yer know (as Chrift 
| {aid to Mary)he that prayes much, though he be 
a great looſer in other things, yer he chooſcth rhe 
better parte 
Laſt of all conſider this, when thou commeſt 3- An. 

to offer ſacrifice tro Gop, wouldeſt thou offer thar 
which coſt thce nothing £ if thy continuing in / 
prayer, and ſpending much time in it ſhould coſt 
thee ſome diſadvantage inthy atfaires,and ſhould 
| looſc thee that which another gaines, that thou: 


--O 
gciteſt not ſo much knowledge, as another man 


| doth, thou doſt not ſo much in thy trade, irithy] + 
bulineſſe, thou doefſt not ſetthings in order, as 
thou mighteſt haue done, yer know thus, that it | 
| 15 great wiſedome to make our ſervice to God co- | 
| [tly to vs; you know, Davids choiſe: Shall 1 offer 
{9 tbe Lord that which coſt me $9th;» g,and therefore | 
Bt } > og Js he! | 
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Obiefh. 1. 


Anſw.1. 


2 Cor,8,12,23 


EIS ——_— _——w_—_ 


| 


—— 


'to it, when there 15 no inaittgence in him, when 


| accepts It. 


he would necdes giue theworth to Aurannah the | 
[ebafite for that which he bought; and therefore 
fince it is to a good maſter, that ſees what you 
doe,that knowes what it coſteth, and whar loſle 
you are at,. and withall, that is willing and able 
to recompence it, why ſhould you ſhorten | 
this bufinefle, and poſt it over, becauſe of o- 
ther occaſtons,and other buſineſſe that you hauc 
to doe ? | 

Oh, bur, a man will ſay further, T am willing 
to doe it, but I am vnfit for it, and it may be the 
longer I ſtrive, the more vnfit I grow. 

To this I anſwer, firſt, in general], if thou doe 
it as well as thou canſt,though-thou doe it not ſo 
well as thou wouldeſt, in this caſe, Go Þ accepts 
the will for the dcede,when a man purs his ſtrength 


there is no lazineſſe, (for in that caſe he will not 
accept the will for the deede, but) when a man 
doth his vrmoſt, as thoſe that would have given 

more, and could not, their wilt was accepted for 
the deede, in 2 Cor.8.12. I tay, when thou doeſt 
what thou canſt, whenthou ſpareſt no labour to 
get thy heart vpon the wing, to raiſe and quick-| 
en it, andto inlarge it in this dutie: there Go. 


But againe, T adde further, there is an vnskil- 
falncfſe in going about this dutie: many times 
when we are not fit, we thinkc to make our ſclues 
fitter, by ſpending time in thoughts, and medi- 


| tations before, which 1 denie not but they may 


| be probicable, huyaer this I will propound to you 


\ 
that. 


aw. 


wn 
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| that the beſt way to fit our ſelues to this duty, | 
when we finde an indiſpoſition'vnto it, 15, not't9 
ſtay till wee haue prepared our {elues by medita- 
tion, burto fall preſently vpon the dutie, (I will | 
giue you the reaſon of it ) becaule,;though a pres- | 
paration is required- for the performance ofeve- | 
ry ſpivituall duty, yet, the remote preparattonr'is ; 
that which is intended, and meant, when we ſay ' 
we mult prepare: for,if we {peake of that which 
is immediate, the very doing of the dutie 1s the | 
firſt preparation -to it.. For example, if a man 
were to runne a race, if he were to doe any bodi- 
ly exerciſe, there muſt be ſtrength of bodie, he 
muſt be fed well, that he may haue ability, but 
the. vſe of the very cxerciſcir ſelfe; the very par- | 
ticular act, thar is of the ſame kind with the exer- 
ciſe,is the beſt to fit him for it; ſoin this duty of 
prayer, itis true, to be firong in the inward man, 
to.haue much knowledge, - to haue much grace, 
{ makes a man able, and fit for the durie;but, tf you 
| ſpeake of the immediate preparation for it, I ſay, 
| the beſt way to prepare vs, is the very dutie it 
ſelte.,; as all ations, ofthe-ſame kinde, increaſe | 
the habits, ſo prayer makes vs fit for prayer; an 
'thatis a rule, rhe way #8 godline fſe # inthe I 
of godlineſſe it ſelfe; that is,the way to grow. in a- 
ny grace is the exerciſe of that grace. 
| Iris apointthat-Letheypreſled, and hce preſ- 
{ {cd it out of his owne experience, and this rea- 
{on he vſeth, in this caſe, ſaithhe, when a man 
{goes about to fit himſelfe, by working on his 
| | owne thoughts, now he Ry to overcome : 


How to fita. 
mans l[eclfe to 
praycr, 


$iinile. 


Notes 


Note this - ex- 


preſſion of Lu- 
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{{iſt, him. Therefore you ſhall find this to be the 


| pertorme the duty. If you ſeeke to expedite, and 
| devolue your {clues out of your vnfitnes, by the 
| working of your ownethoughts,commonly,you | 


[and are caught more and more, But this I ſpeake 
by the way concerning matters of vnfirnciſe. The | 
| maine anlwer to this objection, 1s that, -which I 


himſclfc by his owne ſtrength, and to contend 
with Sathan alone,but when a man feeleth an in- 
diſpoſtion,and:;gocs to Ged by prayer, 8 teſts on 
God to fit him, hee takes Gods ſtrength to oppoſe 
the indiſpoſition,and deadneſle of his fleſh,& the 
remp:attons. of Sathan, that hinder him, and re- 


beſt way to fit your {clues for prayer, namely,to 


1nvoiuc your (clues farther into thoſe labyrinths, 


| bi 
ObicdF. 


Anſw. 

7 Iimpediments 
in prayer, that 
makes it diffi- 
| cult, 


gauc you betore, that if a man doe what he can. 
and do 1t faithtully,and in finceriry,that indiſpo- 
fi:ion ihall not hinder him, but ſtill remember, it 
mulſt bcc done,, it is notan excule to vs, at any 
tirie,” nor ought to be, . that weſhould omit the 
duty wholly, vndcr pretence of an vnftneile. 


fnd many dithculties, how ſhall 1 doe to remoue 
them © | | 
{ The beſt way hereunto,is the very naming of 
the d:fficultics ro you, that you may know them. 
and make account of them ; therefore. you mult 
conlider this.in generall, thar, indeede;, it is not 
| an caſte thing to cail ypon Go » conſtantly: 
our mi: prifion of the dutic, our reckoning of 
ir, that ir is a more facile, and eaſie thing, then 


WT 


Thirdly, a man 1s readie to {ay againe, bur I} 
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things; .and if the {adnefle be great, we are ſwal- 
lowed vp with anguiſh of ſpirit, and then any | 


you ſhal tinde a difficultie, If we be idle, and haue | 


5 


vs not to goe abour it with that intention, which 
otherwiſe wee would; but conſider a little what 
it is, The dutie is very ſpirituall, and our 
hearts arc carnall, and it is no caſfie thing to 
bring ſpirituall duties, and carnall hearts toge- 
ther. 

Beſides,our natures are very backward to come 
into the Lords preſence, partly by reaſon of his 
great glory,by reaſon of his Majeſtie, who dwells 
in light unacceſſible,and our weake eycs are apt to 
bee dazled with it, and partly our of an accuſto- 
medneſſc,we arc not vied to ir, and therefore we 
are rcady to fly from him,as beaſts that are wild, 
and are not tamed to our hands, are ready to fly 
trom vs, ſo backward is our nature to come into 
his preſence. 

Again,the varicric of occaſions hinders vs,eve- 
ry thing keepes vs back; if a nians heart be cheer- 
full, it 1s apt to delight in other things; if a 
mans heart bec ſad, on the other fide ; if ic bee a 
{lighr ſadnes,men are ready to driue it away with 
company,and with ſports, and with doing other 


thing is eaſter then to pray, as you.may ec by | 
Indas, it was euficr for him to ditpath himſelfe, 
thento goe and call vpon Gop;(o it is with men, 
when they haue ex-cfline griete, when their an- 
gulſh of hearr is exc2eding great: ſo that, whe- | 
ther a man hath a cheerefull diſpoſition, or a 
ſad, whether the ſadneſle be great or ſmall, ſtill! 


Jt 
D7* 0 no- 
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Note this. 
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| reſt, and moſt common, which 1s worldly cares, 


nothing to doe, our hearts will be poſſcft with 
 vaine thoughts , and, if we be full of buſineſle, 
that diſtracts vs alſo, and indifpoſeth vs, on the | 
other fide : ſo till there are impediments. 

Bur there is one great impediment,among the 
and worldly-mindednefſe;worldly carcs hinder | 
ſpirituall prayer, and ſpirituall conference, and j 
the holy pertormance,almoſt, of every duty;and | 
therefore if you finde a difficultic in it, looke 
narrowly, if that be not the caule.. 

Againc, another great cauſe of this'difticultie 


in prayer,of ſuch backwardneſle to it, of ſuch in- 


—y——— 


——— — 


—_—_—___—— 
——_ 
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diſpoſition to it,is, becauſe we doe not well con- | 
ſider the nature of God, we want faith inhis po- | 
wer,and in his providence,we doc not conſider, 
that he hath that diſpoſing hand, which he hath 

in every thing,that belongs to vs, in heal.h, in| 
ticknelle, in povertic, in riches, in good ſucceſle, 
and ill ſucceſſce: for,if we did ſec the.providence 
of Bod, and acknowledge it more, we ſhould be 
ready.to call vpon him, but this want of faith in 


| his providence,that the Lox is not ſeenc in his | 


| Sreatneife, and in his nughty power ,. this cau- 
[ {cth men to be backward to ſeekto him, but very 
| torward to {ek to the creatures; W hen we haue 
any thing to do,ot any conſequence,we are rea- 
dy to poſt from this man to that man, and from 
his meanes to that meanes, but very backward, | 
and negligent togoeto G o p.,in prayer, to haue 
the thing brought to paſſe, that wee deſirc, and 
this ariſeth from want of faith ,. and from ig- 
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norance of G © Þy, and our not conſideration of| 
him. : | 
| Befides,Sathan hinders vs exceedingly in this 
duty ; for he knowes of waar moment ut is, and | 
of what conſequence, and therefure hee doth as | 
the Aramites dil, hee fights pot agarnit ſmall no- 
great, but againſt the King,ine knuwcs 1t 1S this duty | 
which quickens every grace, 1t 1s the greateſt e-. 
nemy,which he harh,and if he can keepe vs from 
prayer, hee hath the vpper hand of vs, hee hath 
wreſted the weapon out of our hands, hee hath 
dilarmed vs, as it were, and then hee may doe | 
what he will with vs. 

Likewiſe the ſins we commit, eſpecially groſle 
{1nnes, they arc a great hinderance to this duty, 
and keepe from the ſpirituall, and cheeretull 

pcrtormance of it : for ſinne wounds the con{ci- 
ence, it disjoynteth,and diſmembers the foule, 
and a disjoynced member,you know, 1s vnfit to 
doe any bulineſfle , yea when the finne 1s healed, 


| 


and forgiven, yet there is a ſorencſle left in the 
heart, though ſome aſſurance of pardon ſhould | 
foilow,vpon the commiſſion of a great ſinne, ſo | 
that,that is another impediment. I mult not ſtand 
to reckon vp many,we ſhall find enough by con- 
tinuall experience. 

Onely this vſe we muſt make of it, thar, if the 
impediments bee ſo many , and the difficulties 
that kceepe vs froma conſtant courſe in prayer, 
anJ from the performance of it to purpole, | 
great,then we muſt put on a reſolution to bre 


through all,and lay it, as ag inyiolable law vpoll| 
4+ | g OUT 


1 King,22,3r. 


P[e. 

What courſe is 
to be taken a- 
oainſt theſe 
impediments, 
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Note thisvycll 


, our {claes, that WCe w1ll not alter, Let vs thinke 
{wth our (clues that the thing is difficult, and 


may be, yea, when thou haſt overcome the difti- 
caltics at one time, it may be,the next day, thou 
ſhale mecr with new conflicts, new diſtempers, 
new affctions,new ſtrength of luſts, 8&a new dil- 

ofition of mind will be on them; and therefore 
hee that will bee conſtant in this dutiec, muſt 
p:t 01 aitrong reſolution; as it was the ſaying of 
2 holy man, one of the holieſt men,tharthelc lat- 
ter times had, that he never went to pray to Gop, 
| but he found ſo many impediments, that except 
| he bound himſelfe by an vnalterable reſolution, 
that hee reſolved not to breake vpon any occatt- 
on,lhe could never have kept a conſtant courſe in 
it, or,it he had, hec ſhould never haue kept him- 
telfe trom a formal', cuſtomary pertormance of 
it. But 1 witladde no more, to prefle this vpon 
yo,there hith bcene enough laid, I beſcech you 


_— 


| cont1der it. 
Now that which I promiſed in the morning 


. . bs © 
\ro doe, which is, that, that doth exccedingly 


cling vpon G o v,of prayirg contianally, (wiiich 
we arc here commanded to doe) 1s -to remooue 


men, that {ſecretly weaken rhe eſtimation of this 


them not: for, beloved, when we are ſo negligent 


dj 4 oa” . 


_ 


will coſt all the care, and all the intcarion that | 


ſtrengthen vs to the pcrtormance of this dutie of 


ccrtaine objections, which are in the mindes of 


truth, and inicnſibly takes vs off, when we marke 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 
{ 


and|\ 
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thee, thou wilt not be thankefull ro him, when 
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and remooue it, wee could not ſpend an houre 
better. 

| The objetions, that are commonly in the 
| hearts of men, are many, I willname to you but 
theſe foure briefly. 

Firſt, a man is ready to ſay, what need I ſpend 

ſo muchrime, and bce {o large inthe expretſfion. 
of my wants to To p, when he knowes them 2 


| 


{ I cannot make them better knowne to hin, hee | 


knowes them well enough already,and therefore 
what necdeth it 7 

To this I anſwercin a ward, becauſe it is an ob- 
jection that hath not much weight 1n it) that it 1s | 
truezthe Lok » knowes thy wants, but withall; he | 
will haue thee to know rthzm ; becauſe, oraer- | 


wiſe, thou wilt not ſeeke to him, tnou Wilt nor | 
ſcta price vpsnthe things, that hee be{towes an 


2 COOL 4 Ca EEO CA TOO rn 9 rey ene 


7 | 

he hath granted them , and therefore you ſhall 
ftinde, our Saviour Chriſt victh this very argu- 
ment, . as a m2anes to quicken vs to prayer, fay- 
ing, Your heavenly Father knowes what you hane 
zeede of; whatthen? ſhall we not therefore pray? | 
yes,{aith hc, therefore pray ye the more carncſt- 
ly,and the more importunartcly to him : for fince | 


-— _———— 


' 


;he knowes your wants, he will be more ready ro | 


| 
| 


heare your requeſts, | 

I, but it will be ſaid againe, that hee dorh nor 
only know them, but he alſo means, & purpoſerh 
to beſtow them: for hee hath made a promiſe. 


to vs, and his promiſe is firme, and ſure, and'Gad 


Þ 


——_— ___—— 


15 juſt, and muſt keepe his gromiſe, and when he} 
4 * hat 


4. ObieAions 
againſt praycr, 


I 
Obie. 


| Arſr. 
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1 King:18.4t, 


4. 


| 2 Same7. 7"), 


2 ſam 7. 18, 


Ban 9, 


An(w.2. 4 


To worſhip - 
God, vyhat, 


| 


| ing to bring it to paſſe * 


yet{till they praycd,and prayedcarn.ſ{tly, When! 


hath fully purpoſed it, what necds ſo much pray-} 

[ anſwer. the promiſes of Gedare to be vn-| 
derſtood with this ſecret condition annexcd, I 
will doe ſuch and ſuch a thing for you, if you' 
| pray, thovgh it be not expreticd: and therefore, 
wee tee when God promited things in particular, 


| 
| 


f 


he promiſed Eliah that it ſhould raine, yet, wee} 
ſec, he prayed and contended much in his pray- 

er; when hec made a promiſe to Davis, that hee 

would zzike him an houſe, yer you know, Datia 
went to. the houſe of the L o « », and fate before 

him,and made carneſt praycr, as 1s recorded 1n 

the 2.0f Sam.So Daniel had a particular promile, 

and yethe praycd,and prayed long. The exaniple 
of our Saviour Chriſt is without exc<ption, who 
had all the promiles ſure to him, yer, you lee,he 
prayed, yea, be pens whole nights in prayer,cnd ther- 

 fore,you mult ſo vnderſtand ir, that though you 

hauc a promife madc, though the thing be never 

to ſure to you; -yet it is to bce vnderſtood with 
that, if you call vpon God. 

And why the L o x Þy would haue you doe it, 
I ſhewed you many reaſons in the morning, wee 
will adde this to tt. What,if the Loxy will have 


| The people bowed themſelues ind worſhipped, Or tbey 
' 
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thee call vpon him, though hec purpoſe to doc. 
| the thing,even for this end, that thou maiſt wor- 
ſhip him: for, what is it to worſhipthe Lo x v? 
you ſhall finde this vſuall in te olde Teſtament, 


felt Vp0n their faces. ave worſhipped. The meaning 


| 


1S{] 
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is this, to worſhip God 1s nothing elſe, but to ac- | 
knowledge the worthineſſe thar 1s in him, As | 
when you doe worſhip to a man, you doe vie ſo | 
much outward demeanour and obſervance to 
him, as may acknowledge a worth in him. aboue 
another man:outward geſture,that1is the outward 
worſhipping of Ged, the inward . worſhip. is 
inwardly to acknowledge his attributes. Now, 
you ſhall ſee, prayergiues an acknowledgement 
of his attributes moſt of any thing : for hee thar 
| Praycs to God, he doth, in ſo doing,acknowledze 0 
his omnipreſencc, and his omi1ifcience; that hee 
heares that, which the Idols of the Geartlescould.| 
not doc; that hee knowes the ſecrets of mens 
hearts, that neither men,nor Angels can doe. . | 

Againe,. it acknowledgeth his Almighty po- | 
wer, that hce is able to doe any thing ; for that 
is preſuppoſed , when wee. come.. and lecketo | 
him.. 

Againe, it acknowledgeth his mercic, and his 
goodnes;that he is not onely ablc, but exceeding 
willing to helpe. | 

Againc.,it acknowledgeth his truth, that as he 
hath pi omiſed, ſo, I make account, he will per- 

| {formeit,when I goc,and ſeeke tohimzin a word, | 
| }allthe attributes of God are acknowlcdged. in | 
| þprayer. Therefore thercin you worſhip him in a ! 
tpeciall manner, when you.goe,an1 ſceke ro him, | 
"and pray to him, in fo doing, y ou acknowledge | 
him, yea you acknowledge him to be a Lord, and 
a father, as, when we lee 2 cliilde runto a man, 
and aske him blefling, when we ſee him aske him ; 
| ® » » mos 
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to him. 
5 | .. Buragaine, thirdly, it will bee objected, I! 
' Obieft, | bur, alas, whatcan the endeavours or the pray-| 
| crs of a weake man doe 7 can they change the! 
purpoſe of Almighty G o », it hee doe net in- 
tend to doe this thing for me, ſhall I hope to al- | 
| ter lum 7 
Anſw. | For anſwere to this, -1 ſay this, in briefe,} ®! 

that when you doe call vpon G © », hee is norj |# 
changed by your prayers , bur the change is - 
| wrought in you, as we hauc ſaid to you hereto- | *? 
Simile. for2, whena Phyſitian is ſought vnto by his pa- $ 
tient, the paticnt deſires him earneſtly to giue 
him fuch a cordiall , and ſuch reftorattue Phy-| 
ſicke, that is pleaſing to him ; the Phyſitian de- 
mes him long, yet inthe end, he yeelds vnto it. 
Why 2 not becauſc there is any change 1n the 
| Phyſitian, but becauſe there is a change in thepa- 
[- tient, hee is now fitted for this, betore hee was 
' not: ſothen the Philitian yeelds now, whereas | 
| beforc hec refuſed, and yet the change is in the 
| | patient, andnotinthe phyſitian, and therefore, ! 
| beloved, when you goe about to ſtrive with God 
' in prayer, when you contend, and wraitle with | 
him, (for fo we ought to doe) when you vic ma-j 
| ny reaſons to per{wade him, you -alter not him, 
bur your ſclues : for thoſe arguments that you 


vie, are not ſo much to perſwade him to helpe 
EE a EC © you, 
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of holie affection, and ſtrength of argument | 
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you, as to perſwade your hearts to more faith, | 
to more lous, to'more obcdience, to more hu- 
militie, and thankfulnefle, and that indeede is | 
the reaſon, why prayer prevailes with God, 
not that the very ſending vp 1s that, that prevailes 
with him, but becauſe a faithfull,and a {pirituall 
prayer puts the heart in a better diſpoſition, ſo 
that a man is now made readie' to receiue a 
blefling at Gods hands, that before hee was 


to you, with your arguments, in truth, you draw 
your ſelues neercr to him; as when a man in a 
ſhip pluckcs a rocke, it ſeemeth as if hee pluck- 
ed the rocke neerer to the ſhippe, when as the 
ſhippe 1s plucked necrer to the rocke: fo, I ſay, 
we draw our ſclues neercr to the Lerd, and when | 
wee draw. necrer to the Zoya, in prayer, and 
there is a {pirituall diſpofttion wrought in our | 
hearts, by the exerciſe of this dutie, rhen in- 
deede the Lord drawes neere to vs, to fend vs | 
helpe, and to grant our requeſts , that wee pur | 
vp to. him, and therefore , that. you ſhuuld 
marke by the way, that any prayer, as it hath a. 
higher pitchof holinefle in affection, and as it; 


[hath ſtronger arguments 1n it; ſo it is a beter | 


prayer ; not becauſe this prayer ſhall prevaile | 
with God morc, or, that the excellencic of this : 
oy | . » . « | 
prayer ſhould mooue him, but becaule this pitch 
O 

workes .vpon your hearts: for the ſtrength of 
arguments mooues your vanderitanding ,.. and ; 


> frame, 
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not, So that, when you thinke you draw God ! Smile. 


the holineſle of affection purs your will in a | 
_y | 
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Tvvofold, 
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| Anſvyer to che 
firſt part of the 
4 obicQion. 


Anſw. 1. 


— © IS oo OE 0 


The Saints « daily Bxerciſe. F 


\ frame,and ſo diſpoſeth your hearts,and fits you, 


ets A 


the Phyſitian is willing to glue the thing hee de- 
fired. : 
But the laſt objection, which indeede is more! 
then all the reſt, is this. ; 
A man is ready to {ay,wee ſee there arc many 
men,thar doe not call vpon G o », and yet enjoy 
| Many mercies: it may bee, a man can ſay with: 


health, and fleepe, and protection ? 
Againe, on the other fide, he hath prayed for 

ſuch and ſuch things, and yet they haue notbeen 
granted © ſo this objection hath two parts, thar 
| 2 man hath obtained bleſſings, without praycr, 
and againe he hath prayed, .and yet hath not ob- 
tained the bleſſings he ſought for, atthe Loxp s 

hands. | | 

For anſwer to the firſt, that men doe o>taine 

many bleſſings thar doe not pray, (as how many 
young men are there, and olde men too, that 
haue health, and wealth, and peace, and libertic, | 
and abundance of all things, and yet, either they 
leeke not to Gop,or,if they doe, yet not in a ho- | 
ly and ſpirituall manner)and therefore this obje- | 
ction had need to. be anſwered; and. therefore I 
anſwer briefly. _ [ 
Firſt, though they haue theſe bleſſings, . yet 
they haue them vncertainly, they haue no pro- 
miſe of them, they cannot build-ypon them, 

whereas they are ſurc mercies to the: righteous 

man, he can build ypon theſe bleſſings: for he 
” SRD 4 Ee 


as the patient, we ſpake of before, is fitted, when| 
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himſclte, when hee did not vie to pray, hee had; 


m_ hath | 
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| hath a father to Foe to, . whoſe loue he knowes, 
and hee hath ſure- promiſes to build on; the 0- 


ric place, when hee enjoyes them; it 1s an acci- 

dentall thing, hee hath them from the hand of 
| an enemic, and he knowes not how long he ſhall 

cnjoy them. . 2 

Burt I anſwer again, (which is the chiefe anſwer 

ro this objection ) that there is a great deale of 
difference betweene having bleſſings, through 
:he-providence of G o », and berweene having 
them from the mercie of G © »,and by vertue of 
his promiſe, and out of his loue to vs 1n Chyif 
tſus. A naturall man may haue many bleſlkngs 
of God,' ſo God ſaid that he made Jeroboam a King, 
he gaue him a Kingdome; and many ſuch paſſa- 
ges we ſhall finde, when men come vnjuſtly to 

them, as.he did ro the Kingdome, yet God, -{aith 


theſe bleſſings, health, and fleepe, and ſucceſſe in 
the enterprijes, from day to day, & yetthy heart 
tells thee within, thatthou haſt nor ſought them 
| at the Zerds hands, as thou oughteſt, Lay to fuch 
| a man, ( and marke it) it were bettcr for himthat 


{ 


hath them, in this manner, he hath them withour 
a bleſſing; ; yea he haththem with'a curſe, and fo 
had better to be without them, as it had been ber- 


and as it had beene better for Gehez; to haue 
a without his reward, that hee had of. Nae- 


” wa 247 


ther, though he hath them, yet hee is ina ſlippe- | 


he, did it, that is, it was by his providence) and 
yet he hath them not in mercie : for if thou haſt | 


| 


| 


hee ſhould want them : for ccrtainely, when hee | 


ter for Ahabto hane beene withour his vineyard, | 


Axſn.2. 
Difference be= 


tyvveenc having | 


of bleſſings 
through tlie 
providence of 
God,and from 
the loue of 


God. 
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| 
for you know the curle that. folowed,death went 


man the Aſſyrian, (ifor you know hee had the le- 


preſie with it.) it had beene better for the chil- 


dren of 1/rael to haue gone without their quatles, 


along with them; ſo when a man ſhall haue peace 


and profperitie , and abundance of all things, 


| without fccking them at the Lords hands, from 


_ | day today, I fay,he were better to haue wanted 


| 


1 


| 
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them; for there goes death togcther with them. 


Iris ſaid plainely, that eaſe ſlezerh the foil ſh, (that 


is to ſ{ay)this very proſperity,this thriving, (not- 


withſtanding a neglecting of prayer, and of holy 


dutics) I ſay,it carries dcath along with it,as the 
obtaining of the vineyard, brow death to A- 
cbab, the getting of the Kingdome was the de- 
ſtruction of Jercboam; and therefore men haue 
little cauſe to.comtort themſclues with this, that 
they cnjoy many bleflings, and never pray for 
them. 

Bur, to anſwer this point more fully, I ſay 
many bleſſings are beſtowed vpon men, not for 
their ovine ſakes, but tor the Churches ſake, A 
man may haue ſtrength of body, hee may haue 
great gitts of mind, he may haue great ſucceſſe in 
viing thoſe gifts, he may bring great enterprizes 
to paſte, ſo that you may truely ſay, the hand of 
God is with him ; all this may be done, nat for 
his ſake, but for the ſake ot the Church, and glo- 
ry of God {ome other way, that hee might .doe 
ſome ſervice; as you ſee,it is plainely {aid of Cy- 


1, Tſ4.45. 4. ſpcaking there of Cyrw, laiththe' 


Lord there, For lecob my ſervants {ake, and for Iſ- 
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rect mine ele# ſake I hane called thee by neme, and , 
haue given thee this great power , and all this great 
ſacceſſe, alchowzh thos thy ſelfe haue not knowne mee. 
( Marke ) Cyrus was a moſt proſperous man, 
Gods hand was mightie with him, and yet all 
this was not for his owne ſake, bur for the 
Churches ſake: ſo you may thinke it is, when 
. men proſper, niany times , it 1s not for their 
[4 owne ſakes , but to fulfill ſome other end of 
'} []Goas providence; and thercfore, marke this and | Note this. 
kcepe it fora rule, if thou proſper in thy en- 
terprizes, it thou enjoy wealth, and peace,and 
abundance of all things, and know that thou 
adoett not ſecke to Ged, from day to day , that| 
; thou keepeſt not thy heart right and ſtrait, _ 
[ and perfect before him, thou docſt not call vp- 
"Y on him, ina holy, and ſpirituall manner, cer- 
rainely it 15 for one of thoſe cauſes, thou haſt it 
without a bleſſing, and with a curſe, thou haſt 
it for other ends, and not for good to thy ſelfe ; 
and therefore thou haſt it very vncertainely, it 
may be tooke from thee, thou knoweſt not how 
ſoone; yea, and this thou ſhalt bee {ure of, that 
it ſhall be taken from thee then, when, of all 0- 
1ther times,it will be vnfitteſt for thee: as a theefe 
comes at a time, when men leaſt looke for him ;| $jmle. | 
lodeſtruction comes ſuddenly ypon theſe men, 
God Cuts them as a man, when hee would haue 
trees to die, hee loppes them in that ſeaſon, that 
of all others is the vnfirteſt, when the ſappe is in 
the tree, when the lopping will cauſe them ro wi- : 
ther, ſothe Lo b will «i them in ſuch a {ea- | 
7” ſon. | 
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Arſerer to the 
2, part of the 
obietion. 


Auſw. 1. 


Our prayers« 
oft times arc a- 
rifle in one of 
tncſe three re- 


ſpes. 


Firſt,itnreſpect 
of thc principle 
whence they 
flow, vyhen 
they are but 
naturall de- 
ſires. 


thei indue ſeaſon, hee lopps them indue time, 


| 


L 


and importunate with the Lo x >, when it may 


_— 


ſon. It js quite contrary with the Saints, he cuts 


chat rhey may grow the better for it, it is good 
ror them. 

But now forthe other part of the objection it 
may be, many among you now are ready to ſay, 
T have prayed for ſuch and fuch things, and [| 
have bcenc carneſt, and yct the Lo x v hath 
denied mee : my Beloved, it wee can {atif- | 
fe this obje&tion,we ſhall then take this impedi- | 
men away,that wee propound inthis objection, | 
that hath theſe two parts. Therefore to this I 
anſwer. | 

Firſt,if thou haſt not beene heard in thy pray- | 
er, confider, it thou haſt not prayed amifſe; it 
isacommon fault among vs, when wee haue ' 
ſpent much time in prayer,. and, it may be, wee. 
haue ſpent time in faſting, and praying, and the | 
thing isnotgranted ; wee preſently lay it vpon_ 
the Lo x Þ», that hee hath not heard, when ma- | 
ny times, the cavſc is in our not praying, as -wee | 
ought, it may bec thou. haſt beene very earneſt, 
and therefore thou hopeſt thou haſt done ve- 
ry well: I tell-thce, thou naiſt be very earneſt, 


be no more but anaturall defire,when a man hath 
neede to be directed in adiſhcult caſe, that much 
concernes him ; when he hath neede to be extri- 
cared, and taken out of ſuch a dificultie, and 
ſtrait, wherein he is involved,when he hath need 
of ſucceſle, in ſuch anenterpriſe, or any thing of 


that nature ;1 ſay, a man may be earneſt with the 


Lox», 
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Lo x » inſuchacaſe, and yet his prayer may be| 
| amiſſe, ir may not be a ſpirituall prayer, it may 
not be an expreſſion of holy deſires to the Lox v; 
for they onely prevaile with him;not that the na- 
curall are excluded, (that 1s not my meaning) for 
they may adde windes to the faylcs, though ho- 
linefſe may guide the rudder , and keepe the 
courſe, and make the ſterage, yet naturall de- 
fires may make vs more importunate, and may 
 adde muchto it: therefore, I ſay, confider thy 
' prayer. 

| Confider againe,when thou haſt ſought ſo car- 
neſtly to G o v,whether it be not ts beffow it upon 
thy laſts, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, Iam. 4. 3. when 
thou haſt a bufineile to be performed,it may be, 
thou art carneſt with G o » , but haſt thou not 
aneyetothy owneglory, to thine owne praiſe 
and credit in it « when thou waſt earneſt for 
bealth, was it not that thou mighteſt line more 
deliciouſly? when thou deſireſt wealthgand ſuc- 
ceſſe in thine enterprizes, that tend ro mend thy 
ſtate, is it not out of ſome ambition? you know, 
that deſire is condemned, 7 any man will berich, | 
{is it nota deſire of greatnefſe - would you not 
be ſome body in your place, and fer vp your 
houſe and family ? iuch things indeed G © » be- 

| ſtowes vpon men, but to haue our deftres pitched 
vpon them,and to pray for them in thar ſenſe, t: 
amitlc;and my rule for it is inthe firſt ro T7z.othy, 

| the ftxth chapter,the ninth verſe ; 1/ auy man will 

| bee rich, gc. thatis, when a man defireth ex- 


cefiuely, whenhe deſirethgnoxe thenfgode, and | 


Iam 4+ 3. 
Secondly,in re- 
ſpe ofth: end 
verhen they are | 
for the ſatisfa- 
ion of eur 
luſts. 

1 Tim, 6.9, 
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rayment compenient for him; now the naturall af-! 
: 


— 


tis aluft. 


| 


fection 15:degenerate into a luſt: for when any 
aticction exccedes, it ccaſeth to be an aftetion, 
and begins to be a luſt; and therefore where it is 
ſaid, It any man will be rich, &c. it is ſaid after, 


But you will ſay, how ſhall a man know, when 
he praycrh to beſtow that, which he prayeth for, 
vpon his luſts 7 

I anſwere, ifa man conſult with his owne 
heart, and deale jmpartially with himſelfe, hee 
may know what hisends are ; but, if you cannot- 


What is the expence of the things Go » hath 
beſtowed on you, when hee harh put a proce #42 | 
to your hanas; conſider how you beſtow it.. It a 
ſteward haic a great ſumme of money, that his. 
maſter hath truſted, him with, and his bills be, 
that he hach buſtowed fo much in riot, ſo much 
in fine apparre]!, &c. burtrhere hath beene bur 
{0 much beſtowed for his maſters advantage, it 


fee, there hath beene ſo much health ſpent, ſo 
much rime, and {o much ſtrength, in following 
our oxwne plots, and our owne worldly bulineſle, 
| with<ut reſpect to G © Þ, not ſerving G o v, aud 


finde it out that way, you may know it by the et- | 
tet, you may know 1t by the bills you bring in. 


is an argument he hath ſpent it ill : ſo, when wee | 


me:1 11 our calling, as wee ſhould doe, and that 


in reading, in making our hearts perfe& with 


therc hith beene little time beſtowed in prayer, | 


G © 0, 1ntaking paines-with them, from day to 


day, I lay, 
| C2 


—_- 


if wce lgoke vpon the bill of ex-| 
a 


pence,}. 


{theſe things, and by that wee may know, how 
| we are diſpoſed to vic the bleſſings, we ſceke for 


beſtow them vpon our luſts, or to ſpend thoſe 


{we doe it for our owne luſts, in this caſe, I ſay to 
| you,goe and amend your prayers, and Gop will | 


Jas an angler doth, when he hath throwne the bait 
{into the river,if it tay long, and catch nothing 
| hee takes vp the baite, and amends it, and when 
Jhe ſecs itis well, hce then continues, and waites; | 


[ 
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pence, and conlider how we have beſtowed our 
time, our health,our ſtrengrh,our wits, from day 
to day, and our {peech,(for thatis one price that 
we hauc in our hands, by which wee may doe 
g00d; it is as a bucket by which wee may draw 
from others; and likewiſe it is a ſpring,and foun- 
taine, wherewith we may feede others, with the 
waters of iife) conſider, kew we haue laid out all 


at Go» s hands, whether wee ſfecke them to 


gifts to our maſters advantage ; and, if we finde 


amend your ſpeeding. We muſt doe in this calc, 


O?® 


ſo wee muſt doe in this caſe, if thou pray, and 
pray long, and haue not obtained the thing thou 
prayeſt for, looke diligently ro thy prayers ; ſee 
whether they be right or no, if they be nor, .a- 
mend thy prayers,and G © Þ will amend his rea- 
dineſſe to heare thee , if thou finde, they be fin- 
cerc and hearty, mingled with holy deftres, and 
not with carnall, and corrupt affettions, then let 
the baite lie ſtill, that is, continue to pray , 
and to waitc, and theLo « » will come in r 
time. 


4 


Semile. 


Simsile. 


1 


( 


Bur this is notall , thqugh it bee_one thing 
: FP ;z? ©” befides, 


Fo —— 
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the manner, 
when they arc: 
vttered care- 
lefly, 


God orants 
our prayers oft 
times, yz, 


Firſt, notin 
that manner 
as yyedehlire, 


bo” 
| 


In reſpe of. ;\ 


 faultamonſt vs, when we {ucceede not -in any 


' 4 man hauc miſcarried #1 his buſtnefle, he begins 


ſhion, G o p beſtowes the ſame thing vpon vs in| 
þanothers and herefop thou maiſt bee deccived, 
s a 


beſides, when thou art not heard, conſider, if 
thou-haſt. not prayed amiſle, ir is-a common 
thing, wee attribute it to: many other things, | 
but not to our remiſneſle and carcleſneſle in ſeek- 
ing to G.o »: ifa man want fleepe, if he finde 
ſickeneſſe, and weakneſſe, and diſtemper of bo- | 
dic, hee thinkes that hee hath eztzn amiſle, and. 
conſiders not whether he hath prayed amifie; if 
| | £0 
to thinke, whether thee haue not beene improvi- 
dem, wherher he hath not dealt fooliſhly, whe-- 
ther he-hath not omitted ſuch and meanes, as he 
migarhaue vied, hec never thinkes whether hee 
haue: prayed: amiſſe; and that indeede, is the 


| cauſe of .our miſcarrying, and not commonly | 


the thing, ., which wee attribute it vnto : for | 
though Go-»- bee not the immediace cauſe, you, ! 
know hee is-the great cauſe; Theres no ill, that | 
hee bath notdone ; and that which mooues him is 
alway grace, and ſinne; rhar which mooues | 
him to doe vs good,is our obedience ro him;that 
which mooncs him bon-thecontrary,is negle& on 
our part.” 
Bur, to anſwere furener, ſuppoſe thy prayers | . 
bee right, yer, thou- muſt conſ1der this, thar, 
when thourthinkeſt thow art not.heard, thou art. 
oft- times deceived, and therefore, you muſt 
retific that miſconecit. As for example, fome- 
times, when we-would haue the thing in one fa- 


g—_— 


1k 
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þ in that, it may be,a man prayes earneſtly, that he| | 
7 may hauea ſtrong body, to doe Go Þ ſervice 
, withall, it may be,” that fickneſle of body makes 
[1 him doe him better ſervice,becaule it keepes him 
| {in more awe, it-weanes him more trom the 
[1 world, and makes him more heavenly minded : 
i you know the caſe of Pay, he would faine haue 
'! [hadthatluſt taken away that is ſpoken cf, 2 Coz. | 2Cor,ns. 9. 
12.9, and why 2 ſurely the thing he would haue 
had, was to hauc his heart in a holy, and right 
frame of grace; now, though Pa##had it not that 
way, that hee looked for-it, yet he had it an 0- 
ther way, theLo & Þ increaſcd in him'the grace 
f humility by it, hee ſaw his owne weakneſle, 
| Fand the power of C 1 «1 s r the- more, and 
when this was diſcovered. vnto him he-was con- 
tent. It js all one, whether a-man-bee preſerved 
| fromthe blow of an encmie, -or-haue an helmet 
given him to.keepe it off ; 1t may be aman prayes - 
' for money,and for cſtate ; if Go Þ provide meat 
and drinke, and cloathes immediately, inſtead' 
| of this, is it not all ones Itrmay bee another 
8. would haue a greater degree of conyeniencie, for 
his dwelling houſe, and-many other things ; if 
G 0-> glue him a-body able to endure that, | 
which js-more courſe, all is one, as if hee were | 
| provided for more delicately: it is all one, whe- | 
ther a phy ſitian quench the thirſt of his patient 
by giving him beere, and drinke, that is com- | 
fortable vnto; him, - or by- giving him barber- | 
ries, - ſomewharelſe, that will doe the thing | 4 
Has . 
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| 2.Not by thoſe 
| mcanes, vhich 
; rye propound, 


EAA Ee Ant amr tee ts 2 en 


that hee made no accqunt of , yet that was the 
| | —_ meanes$| 


— c— 


It is all one, whether the Lo x Þ kcepe anene-| 
| {mie from doing vs hurt , or that hee giues vs a 


{trong hclmer, a buckler, to keepe off the injury 
from wounding of vs: I might giue you more 
inſtances, thoughthe Lo « v gue thee not the 
thing in the very manner that thou wouldeſt 
hauc it, yet hee will doe it. in another man- 
ncr. 
Secondly, . as we are deceived inthe manner, . 
ſo wie are deceived in the meanes oft times, in 
ſecking to Gop. When a man prayes, he pitcherh 
vpon ſuch a particular meanes,and thinkes verily 
that this 15 the way, or nonett may be,the Lox v 


ver dreame of, Fan! prayed to haue a proſpe- 


and down from one priſon to another, Gop was 
now ſending him to Reme,. yet he ſent him, and 
tent him very ſafe with a great companie atten- 
ding vpon him ,. hee ſent him it may be ina bet- 


ver dreame of ; alſo you know, Naewan the A/[y- 
14am, he had pitched vpon a particular meanes, he 
thought the Prophet would haue ſurely come 
forth, and hawe laid bis hands wwpon bim, but to goe 


and waſh in 7raan,he thought his labour allloſt, 


-and the requeſt which he made to: the Propher, 


ter manner then hee himſclte would haue gone. 
and yet 1t was by {uch a meanes,. as he could ne-} 


will finde out another way, that thou diddeſt ne-| 


rous journey to Rewe , hee little thought, that | 
when he was bound at Jersſalew ,. and poſted vp 


to-no purpoſe ; for it was a thing that hee ne- 
ver thought of,it was a weake and poore.meanes | 
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meanes that God intended-: ſo I ſay, wee oft de- 
cejue our ſelues, wee pitch vpon ſuch particular 


haue prayed, that theſe meanes might be vſed, 
and G © » doth nor vfe them, we think preſently 
we are deceived. Jeſeph thought verily Pharaohs 
fleward ſhould haue beene the meanes to bring 
the promiſe to paſſe,and after that, Pharaohs but- 
ler, hee vied as a mceanes, . hee deſired him to re- 
member him, and yet all this was not the meanes, 
bur another, which he never thought of, which 
was a dreame of Pharaohs: the like was in the caſe 
of Moraecai, deliverance came a ſtrange way, a 


thought verily, that /ſmael had beene the ſonne 
of the promile,. but G o Þ. tells him-hee was de- 


make good the promiſe. So the Jſraelires thought 


ſhould haue beene preſently true, that the yoake 


way to worke, hce ſent 4oſes away, into a farre 


Country, . and the bondage was exceedingly in- 


creaſed vpon them: ſo that thcy rhoughr they 
were ones off now then ever they were before; 
bur, in truth, they were nearer: for the increaſe 
of the bondage, increaſed Phrazhs finne, and 
made him ripe for deſtruction: againe,it increa- 
1ed the peoples humility, it made them to pray 
harder, and to cry more feryently to G © Þ for 


Ky ne Inge . . 
deliverance, and fo it mgdethem more fit tor it;|. 
Ea | nm -@ . 7 
= and 
os —_—— —_— _ ——_ 


| 


JR 


waycs,. and w hen theſe faile vs, and when wee 


way that MAordecas never imagined. . dbrahaws | 


ceived, J1/aac was the ſonne, . in whom he would | 


that Aoſes ſhould haue delivered them, . that it | 


of bondage ſhould haue preſently beene taken 
off from them... but wee ſee, G © » went another | 


f 
| 
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| 


- | therefore be not diſcouraged. Suppoſe we pray, 


+done 2 and is: there no helpe, becauſe ſuch a 


and at the laſt, Aoſes.was more fitted to be a de- 
 liverer, after hee was ſo long: trained vp, and 


| way, to bring itto paſle, : Belowed,it is common 
thing with vs, we pitch vpon a certaine particu- 
' lar mcanes, we thinke ſuch a man muſt doe it, or 
fuch a courſe muſt do it, when the Lox intends 
nothing lefle. And the reaſon often is, becaule, 

it wc ſhould haue deliverance, many-times, by 
| {ach meancs, by ſuch men, and by ſuch wayes, 


' wee would attribute too much to the meanes : | 


| 


therefore, we ſce, when Gedeon had a great army, 
the L © x v would not doe it, it was too: great for 
| him; and therefore-wee {ce to what a ſmall.num- 
ber he brought it: ſo, oft times, men thinke, oh 
if I had ſuch a-mans helpe, or if I had ſuch a 
meanes, it would doe the thing, it would bring | 
| theenterpriſe to paſſe: when we:make too much 
account of it, the L ©  », it may be, caſts away 
that, which ſeemed moſt probable, and (even as 
| he doth moſt of his works; as he builds his owne 
| Kingdome, by the moſt fooliſh, and improbable 
| meanes of all other, ſo) often he doth our buſt- 
| neſſe by ſuch meanes, that wee leaſt dreame of : 


| 


| chat ſuch a great Prince ſhould raiſe the Chur-, 
| ches, that ſuch a warre, that ſuch an enterpriſe, 

and project may doe it; putthe caſe theLoxk »v 
will not doc it ſo; are wee then preſently vn-: 


_. batraile 


Eo o-::E 


was ſo much humbled;ſo that when G o » ſeems; 
togoe acleane contrary way, ' yet it. is the next| 


| 


| 


| 
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| battaile' is -overthrowne, becauſe ſuch a King 
did not ſucceede, becauſe ſuch a Generall had 
[ not ſucceſſe, according to our expetation © :It 
may bee, that is-not the way, the. L o.z v_.will 
helpe:the Church after another manner, that we 
dreame not of, and ſo for a mans ſelte, he hath 
buſineſle to bee done, or hee is in diſtreſſc, and 
would haue deliverancc , and: hee thinkes, this 
is the way, or none; and therefore hee 1s car- 
neſt to-haue it done : now it is good, in. this 
calc, to leaue' it to the. Lox », ro: make our 
| requeſts knowne to himz and, when wee haue 
done that, to be no further carcfull, bur leaue ir 
F tothe Lok », todoc it his owne way. : hee is 
| SHIT: = vin + 
If you take a skilfull” workeman ,, and ſay | Smile... 

| no more to-him but thus : Sir, I pray you, 
' {doe mee ſuch-a thing, it'ic were the. bringing 
' | of water, or-the-ſertng-vp of a building, ut} 
| may bee, hee will goc a way to worke,. that i 
thou knoweſt not what .it. meanes, and yer | 
thou wilt truſt him : why then wilt thou not 
[truſt-GoD, .and ſuffer him-to goe his owne = 
| way © and whenthouartcroffed in that thing, | 
wherein, itmay be, ofall others, thou wouldeſt | 
not be croſſed, irmay be, itis the beſt way of all 
other to bring tae thing to paſſe, that rhow de-. 
7 Againe,-as wee are deceived in the manner, | Thirdly or nor | | 
| [and the: meanes, ſo likewiſe wee miſtake the | 29% 4m6- 
| Prime: itmaybethe Lo x » is willing to doethe 
thing 5 but not 5in/that time ,' that thow woul- = 2 
It D > ww deft | Fi 
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Note 
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| VESTSES 


| and thou thinkeſt it is the beſt time, all the con- 
troverſie betweene Go Þ», and thee is, which| 


deft haue him : when a man prayes. to bee deli- 
vered from ſuch a trouble, and ſuch a diſtreſſe, 
and afflition , hee thinkes the time very long, 
and ſaith, hee is not heard, becauſe hee is not 


delivered preſently ; wee would all haue the] 
j . . 
ſmarting plaiſter preſently rooke off; .but the 


Lox » is wiſer then wee, ( as the-phyſitian 
knowes what belongs to the patient. better then 


he will doc it: therefore {ay not, thou art not 


for denialls, the L o x b will deferre to doe the 
thing, yet hee will doe it, and doe it inthe beſt 
{ſeaſon : for this is agenerall rule, Gov s time 
' i8 the beſt time. When thou commeſt to pray for 
athing, thou wouldeſt haue it done preſently, 


is the fitteſt time to haug it done; thou think- 
eſt, it may be, preſently ; G o o, it may be, will 
doe ita yeare hence, ſurely hee is the beſt choo- 
fer, and wee ſhall finde it fo : and therefore 
bee content to waite his leiſure , hee hath many 


and therefore he would not heare, it may bee to 
increaſe thy holineſſe, to put thy heart into a 
better temper, and therefore hee deferres lon- 


ger:he meantto doe that for I x c o s,thathe did, 


| he would not doe it, till theinſtant of the mor- 


= * ſwere 


himſclte) though hee doe it not preſently, yet} 


heard, thou muſt take heede of taking delayes | 


ends, in deferring it, it may be, to try thy faith, | 
(as hce did the faith of the Canaanairs): 


yet he ſuffered I a c © to wraftle al night,and yer; 


. ; nor- 
nN A © | 
| ung appeared ſoit was with D a x 1 s L,thean- 
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ſwere went forth when hee began to. pray, yet 
hee would haue him inſtant, and continue in 
.prayer;{o,[ ſfay,the L o « Þ hath many ends why 
hee deferres, let vs bee content to-take his owne 
time. 

Laſt of all, conſider this, when thou ſeckeſt to 
the Lon ÞD, to haue any thing done, 1t is poſſt- 
ble, thar it may croſle ſome other paſſage of his 
providence ; and inthis caſe thou ſhouldeſt bee 


Bur, you will ſay, why may not both be ac- 
commodated ? 


3. Anſ. 


Obiecs. 


I anſwere, ſo they ſhall, though thou ſee not 
how, itisnot with Go p, as itis with man: it 


j 


a man doc a good turne to one, avhen rwo be- | 
come petitioners, hee muſt needes doe an ull | 
turne to another, but G © » compoleth all for 
the beſt. As for example, D a v r v defired much 
to build a Temple, thcL o « Þ had another end, 


hee had reſolved in his providence, to make | 


much better for Dav x »; for what more had 


gaue him as full a reward, as if hee had done it: | 
tor hee tclls him, rhat for that purpoſe of buil- 


ſo Davy 1» had his end, to the full, rhough 

SALOMON built the Temple. So for Israz1,! 
the Lo x v. kept rhe Canaanirmtses among 
them, burtit was for their profit: there are ſome 


paſſages of Gops providence, that if wee 


SAaLo mw ox the builder of it ; indeede this was | 


D a v 1 Þ gotten, if hee had doneit* the Lox Þ | 


ding him a houſe , he would build him a houſe: | 


I aa 


knew,| 


Anſw. 
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; knew, wee would yecld to this, that it were 
better, that it ſhould bee ſo, then other- 
wiſe ; and therefore it is bettcr, 
in ſome caſe, that we ſhould 
bee denied. 


And ſo I conclude for this time. 
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Pray continually. 


VAR, 
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Ow wee proceede to that which D 
S$ rcmaines,. ſomething more wee $ 
{ might adde, for the anſwering of | 
8), this, for thetime of Gops granting | 
| our petitions, and for the meaſure, 
the laſt day a little. . 
For the time ,..wee are deceived. in that wee 
| thinke, when G o » deferres, he denies; for many 
{times Gop-defers for ſpeciall reaſons, and yet he 
| grants the requeſt, in the fitteſt time for vs, as the OETY 
phyſitian, knoweth the fitteſt time to gue the | © j| 
{patient phyſicke of one kinde or another ; and in E | | 
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| 
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| 


| 
| Rey.2.10, 
| 


| 
| Foure Reaſons 
of Gods defer- 
ring fo grant 
our requelts. 
j 


bleſſing, for any comfort, that wee neede, and 


2.10. Sathan ſhall caſt ſome of Jounnio p! ifow, and 


. 


this wee muſt yeeld to Go >; 8s he doth all his 


works in the fitteſt time, ſo he grants our peti-| 


tions in the fitteſt time; there 1s an appointed! 
time for any deliverarice to be granted, tor any 
'-Þ, ns 
haue at his hands. Now, it our f{clues were jud- 
ges, wee would haue things done for vs inthe 
molt convenicnttime, we wouid haue the ſmar- 
ting plaiſter pulled oft , before the wound bee 
healed, whereas it 1s beſt for vs to haue it kept 
on: Beloved, you thall tinde,that G © » dividcs be- 
tweene $azhey, and vs, in this caſe,as we ſee Rew.| 


you ſhall be there for ten dayes ; it was not ſolong 


as Sathan would hauc had it,it may be, he would 
hauc had itten and ten too; nor againe, it was 
not ſo ſhort,as they would haue had it,but G © » 
{ers downe the time betweene them both, and 


many times there is great reaſon, why we ſhould 
be deferred, when wee aske things at his hands, 
and you ſhall finde hee deterres for one of theſe 
caules, for the moſt part. 

Sometimes, for the tryall of our faith; as,we 
ſec, he deferred to grant to the woman of Capeaen, 
although he did mcane to grant her requeſt, yet 
hee deterred long, that hee might pur her to the 
tryall ; and, you ſee, ſhe was no looſer by ir, but 
when ſhe held out in her prayers, ſhe had her re- 
queſt granted to the full, 

Sometimes, he deferres to grant it , that wee 


; —— v 


may be more humbledzas you know, Paul prayed 


theretore we muſt reſt vpon him, and thinke that 
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earneſtly, bur G © » told him, that he would de- 
ferre him, becauſe he needed more humility : ſo 
he deferred to grant the requeſt, that the men of 
| Bexiamiy put vp to him, when the cauſe was juſt, 
and $ © » intended to helpe them, yet they fell 
before their enemies twice, though they faſted, 


| 


they might be more humbled, that their hearts 
might bc more broken, that they might be more 
fitred to rece1uc it. 

| Againe,fometimes Go » defers,that we might 
bee more able to vie thoſe bleſſings. that hee 
meanes to beftow-vpon vs: fo hee deferred to 
raiſe Joſeph to preferment:{o he deferred to bring 
Dewil to the Kingdome, that thoſe atflictions | 
[that they endured might the better fit them to 
enjoy ſo great proſperity, as he had provided for 
them afterwards. 

And laſtly,he defers, that he might feta high- 
er price vpon his blefings, that hee might in- 
haunce the price of them, as rhe fiſher drawes_ 
away the bait, that the fſh might follow ir the 
more; ſo Go» withholds bleſſings, that wee 
mighr haue agreater edge ſet vpon our defires, 
that wee mighr pray harder for them, that wee 
ages prize them more, when we haue obtained 
them, 
| Now. as he doth thus for a time, and as wee 
are often deceived in the time, in taking delayes | 
for denialls ; ſolikewiſe wee arc often deceived 
[in the meaſure, many: times G o » granes the 
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and prayed, his end was,as we ce inthe text, thar | 
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Simue. 


Concerning 

the meaſure, if 
God give ys 
not ſo much ay 


{things that wee would: haye, bur, becauſe wee | 
pF” haue 
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Alefle meaſure 
may ſerue as 
| well as a grea- 
ter, 

Clearcd in 1in- 
| Kances, 

1. Wealth. 
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 haue not ſolarge a meaſure as we expect ; there- 


| Paul , mmy grace is ſufficient for thee; though the 


—_— 


fore we thinke we haue it not atall, and thatthe 
Lo & Þ hath denied vs our prayers, when indeed 
he hath not: for a leſſer meaſure, many times, 
may ſcruc as well as a greater; as Go Þ faith to. 


temptation doe abide vpon vs, it there be ſvfhici- 
ent grace to keepe vs in a continuall conflict, 
and warre againſt it,if there be ſufficient grace to 


not to be delivered ; -though we haue not fo full 


a victory,as we would haue, yet that grace may 
be {ufficient.. 

You ſhall fee this almoſt in all the things wee 
haue occaſionrto requeſt, at Go Þ s hands, that 
aleſler meaſure may ſerue as well as a greater. 
Take it firſt in outward things. ze 

A little wealth may ſerue, as wellas great re- 
Venues; as In Pfal.3.8.16. A little that the righteous 


cauſe a little,when. G o » ſhall fill it with his bleſ- 
fings,it ſhall ſerue the turne as well; bur, 1f a man 
hath great revenues', and Go Þ blowes vpon 


them, and leaues an emprineſſe in them if a 


man haue great revenues, if hee haue great out- 
ward comforts, yet, ifthcre be anemprineſſe, if 


withourthEgraine, as the ſhell, without the jer- 


tto comfort Vs,yet 


4 nll, as they are often; though there bee a great 
| bulke, and they ſeerwe very f 


obtaine pardon, to vphold, and to comfort vs1n 
it,it1s fufficiene; it may bring vs to heaven, wee 
hauc a deliverance from-it, even when we ſeeme 


hath s as mnch us great revenues 18 the wicked ; bc-| 


there be a vanity inthem, ifthey be as the huske, 
| 


they 


Eee ee eee 


2.408, 
aff 


| 


they will doe vs little good ; whereas a little,on | 


| 


| « little ſtrength, and yet chow haſt kept my word,and 
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the other ſide, will doe much good: for in this | 
calc it is as it was with Mans, theſe that hed lit 
tleyyet they had ſafficient and thoſe that gathered over, 
yet they had never 4 whit the more, that is,for their 
vicand comfort; you know,the little that Dawiel 
had,it nouriſhed, and ſtrengthened him, as much 
as the great portionof the Kings meat, that orhers 
had; and therefore a little, in this kind, may terue 
as well as much. | 

And ſolikewile, a little grace may be ſo vicd, 
and improued, that it may inable you to doc 
much, it may preſerue you from ſinning againſt 
G @ Þ, as well asa great meaſure: for the confir- 
mation of this looke to Rew. 3.8. whickis a no- 
table place for this purpoſe, it is ſaid there to the 
Church of Philade/phia, thos haſt alittle firength, 
they had bur a little ſtrength, and yet you ſce 
there what that little ſtrength did : show hoſt bu? 


baſt not denied my name: there were but two things 
for them to doe, to keepe his word, and to bee 
kept from running outto the deniall of his name, 


and other ſinnes: now the little ſtrength they | 


had, was ſuſficient for theſe ends: ſo that, we lce, 


| hee findes no fault with that Church ; other | 


Churches, that had more ſtrength, it may bee, | 
they fell into greater ſtanes: bur this is a rule 
which is true, youwill finde it true inall obſer-. 
vation, through the Scriptures,thar, @metimes, 
thoſe that haue .great grace, yet they may 
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' Notcin what 
; ſenſe this 1s to 


taken, 


| 3 Inſtancein 


v1fts, 


Stmile, 


Smile. 


tO ſome ſtrong prevailing: luſt , as Davia, you 


land yet that little grace may be ſo ordered, and 


know, had a great grace, and yet,we ſec, he was 
ſubject to great finnes together with it. 
And againe,a man may haue but alittle grace, 


husbanded, and improved, that that little grace 
may keepe him from f{inne, more then the other ; 
this muſt bee warily vnderſtood , not bur that 
grczt grace enables a man to doc greater workes, 
then the other, it enables a man, in the ordinary 
courſe, to reſiſt greater temptations, more then 
lefſe grace, bur yet, (I ſay for our comfort, that) 
though a man haue but alittle ſtrength, yer, as it 
is faid there in the ſame place, Rew. 3. in thar lit- 


tle ſtrength, 1 hawe ſet 4 doore opes to thee, it opened 


ity of .—_ ſtronger, ſome weaker, and 


the doorc of heaven wide enough, 1o that no 
man could ſhut ir, 

And as we ſay for grace, ſo likewiſe for gitts; 
ſmaller gifts, meaner gifts may ſerue the turne, 
many times, as well as greater gifts: for, you 
know, a little finger, a ſmall hand may ſcruec ro 
thread a necdlc, as well as a greater, and, itmay 
be, will doe it better; for, inthe Church there 
are varieties of operations, and variety of fun- | 
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ctions, and meaner gifts may ſerue for the diſ- | 
charge of ſome operations, of ſome ſervices, for 
the Church, as well as greater. And therefore, as 


there are variery of functions, ſo there are yarie- 


the weaker" ay ſerue, in ſome caſes, as well as 
the ſtronger ; alittle barke may doe better in a 


ſmall river, thena greater ſhippe; ſoa man that 
, WY A | ? 


hath 
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hath but meane gifts- may ferue meane -capaci- 
'rics, as well as greater, and-better: and therefore 
thinke not that things are. denied, when the 
thing is granted , not in ſuch a meaſure. And 
[laſtly, to be faithfull in a little gift will bring as 
[2 great a reward, as to be faithtull in greater : chow 
| . |baſt beene falihfſull in littie, may mike a man ruler 
Fl over much, and may bring a great increaſe of the 
} talents after. Therefore let not a man be ditcou- 
raged, ifhe hauc notſo greata meature as others : 
hauc : ſo l:kewiſe if a man deſire patience, and 


4. Inſtance, in 


: | {trcngth to goe through all variety of conditi- |croſles, and af- 
I ons, through 211 the troubles hee meeres with: | ©4985. 

| tometimes the L o « » layes a great burthen vp- | Smile. 

! | 01a mans ſhouldcrs,and giucs him great ſtrengrh 

' {robeareit; ſometimes againe he gives bur a lit- 

 {[tle ſtrength, butthenhee proportions the bur- 

'} ]thenton,; and is ir not all one, whether the 

\Y burthen be great, and the ſtrength anſwerable, 

7 jortheburthen be lefſe, and the ſtrength little : 


lomerimes hcetakes away calamity, ſometimes 
hee layes tt vpona man, and giues him as much 

ſtrength as wi:l beare it, and thar is as good,as if 
it were removed; clic, what is the meaning ef | 
that, .y0u ſball haut an bundied fold with perſecati- | 
9s,' bur that you ſhall: have ſo much joy, and. 
ſtrength in-perfecution, thar it ſhall be all one as 
if you wanted it 2 {0 we ſee Feb: 5.7, when Chriſt | Heb,5.7, 
prayed for deliverance; in that gr2ar houe of 

triall; the textfith, be was h> ay bps the things bee' 
feared, and yert;we {ce;the cu pdid »y5ptle from} 
|him,: becauſe hee was {trgngrhers i: beare ir,| 
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negleRing 
prayer, 
I 


2 


Dangers of 0- 
mitting, or 


7 & 
od bs 1 and ſo it is in this caſe , and ſo much 1hall ſerue 
for a full anſwerc to that, that we be not miſtaken 
[ in jadgeing our prayers not to be heard, when | 


| 


| 


| omit it, is a neglect of that worſhip, .and ſervice 


| ſuffer our.hearts ro grow hard,and to be diſtem- 


! 


| hat is the reaſon of.it, when they were ſome-| 


they are heard. | 
And now, Beloved, what remaincs,but that wc 
ſer our ſclucs to the duty, ro doe that we are cx-| 
hortcd vnto here,namely, to pray continually, that 
is,to pray very much,to keepc,ar leaſt, a conſtant 
courſe init; for, it we doe neglect it, wee due 
but robbe G © » of his mercics,., wee take them | 
withour his leaue, | 
Againe, we arc guilty ofthe finne of vnthank- 
tulnelſe: for we ought to give thankes 3n all things : | 
againe, we neglect his worſhip; for you knov- ; 
prayer is a part of his worſhip, and the negled } 
of it from day to day, or at any time, when we 


wc owe vnto him. | 
Againe, we ſuffer ſinto lie vnforgiven, which | 

is very dangcrous, we depriue our {clues of bleſ- 

ſings, and bring a curſe vpon our ſelues,.. and we 


pered; for, from our negle@ of prayer. comes | 
that deadneſle of ſpirit , that worldly-minded- | 
neſſe, and vnaprneſle to pray,to hcare the word, 
and to keepe the ſabboth ,, what. elſe is: the rea- | 
fon of it, why thoſe that haue beene forward,and | 
zcalous protefſours, in former times;. hauc: loſt | 
their lighr, and are fallen from their place; I ſay j 


4 


time fervent in ſpirit ſerving the Lord ?- Fhat- fire | 


wasnot kept allue with the fucll of prayer; and| 
| 57 __———” 5 when 
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| when they declined from that pitch, from thaty 
degree of faith, which they had obtained, you | 
| ſhall finde it commonly to ariſe from remiſneſſe 
” [inthis duty: therefore wee ſay to ſuch, repent 
2 and amend, and doe your firſt worker, that is, vic | 
your forme diligence, renew that, and that will | gegcce of 6e- | 
renew grace,and ſtrength againe : therefore take | quency,and | 
heede of being negligent, and remiſle in this du- ox _m_— 
ty. We hauegreat cauſe to be incouraged to it, | Aftock will be | 
| fon there is not a faichfull prayer that wee make |laidve. 
| ſhalbe loſt:bur they come vp into remembrance; | | 
and therefore you muſt conſider with your | 
ſelues, not onely what you doe for the preſent, 
I but what ſtocke of prayers you haue laid vp;you | 
[4 know,a mn may have much in bills, and bonds, | ge; 
| [as well as inpreſent money ; ſo there is a certaine 
| ſtocke of prayer, 2 certaine treaſure Jaid vp, that 
ſhall not bz forgotren. The husbandman lookes bi 
not onely vpon the graine thar hee hath in his Simile. 
garner, buthe lookes vpon that which is ſowne, 
though it be our of his hands, yea hereckons that 
the better of the two; ſo thoſe prayers that haue | 
beene ſowed, it may be, many yeares agoc,are | 
ſuch as will bring in a ſure increaſe: therefore let | 
vs beexhorted to be conſtant in this duty, to be 
| frequent therein,to cominue #1 it, watching thereto | 
with perſeverance. 
| Andnow wee haue diſpatched this, wee will 
come to an{were ſome caſes of conſcience that | 
fall oueih the performance of this duty, which | 
2. ESE 
| *Furſt, this 1s one; what ſball a man judge of] Caſe. I. 
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{ About vvan- 
dring thoughts 


in pray. 


J 
Anſw. 


r 


| 

' The cauſe of 
them is vveak- 
neſlle. 


Simile. 


| 


| Simales 


| 


I 
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his prayers, when they are accompanied with 
wandring thoughts, whether thoſe praycrs are 
ſuchas G o » wholly refuſcth, or what he is to 
doc in {..ch acaſc,when he is ſubje to wandring 


|. | : | 
thoughts, to vanity of minde, and diſtemper in 


che performance of thar duty : 


of the cauſe whence theſe wanidring thoughts a- 
rifc. 

Sometimes they ariſc, not ſo much from our 
owne neglect, 2s trom weakenefle, from temp- 
tation: and inſuchacale Go » layes them not 


2 


” 


aymes at a marke, and doth his beſt to hit the 
marke, yct, if he hath a hand, or an arme, that 
lath the palſey in it, or if one jogg him while he 


was not want of good will to doe it, nor want 
of diligence ; burteither it is his weakeneſle, or 
it is an impediment caſt in by another: ſo it is in 
this caſe, this wandring of minde proceeds from 
a naturall infirmiry,, and imbecil:ty, that hangs 
vpon the nature of man, which is not ſo able to- 


and this Gop confiders: for he is wiſe,and knowes 


about a buſineſſe, rhough hee doe it not ſo well 
as a ſtronger, yeta man ts wiſe toconfider, that. 


naturall weakneſle that We are ſubject; YAFO 3 and 


ſhe deales mercifully with vs, in ſuch aegfe: for 


; 


ol 


| TothisIanſwere, that wee muſt diſtinguiſh 


ſo much ro our charge. As,for example,one that | 


is about ir, tae fault was not ſo much in him, it | 


keepcir ſclfe cloſe to ſuch a ſpirituall buſineſle ;. 


that wee are but fleſh. When a weake ſeryant goes. 
the {crvant is but weake:the L o z » conſiders the- 


herein a man is as one. that. hath. a bow in his;) 
vs Se 4 | | 
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| Butthe othercaſe is, when he is jogged inhis 
ſhooting by another, that is, when Sathan inter- 
rupts him, when hee is diligent to hinder him in 
ſuch a duty,in this caſe, G o Þ chargeth it not vp- 
on him, and doth not caſt vs off, nor reject our 
prayers, becauſe of that : bur, on the other fide, 
when this wandring of minde ſhall riſe from 
 meecre negligence, on our part, from profaneſle,. 
from want of reverence, becauſe we doc not in- 
tend holy duties as wee ought, wee come not to 
them with that conſcionablenefle, with that care- 


: 73 
| hand, but he hath a palſey arme, and therefore | wy 
he cannot keepe it ſteddy,though he haue a mind 
to doe It. | 
a Temptation, 


fulneſſe as we ſhould doe. in this caſe now.,it is a | 
great ſinne, this moues the Lo x » to anger, when ! 
we performe the duty in that manner, when we 


ſtrength, but ſuffer cur mindesto wander with--. 
our any reſiſtance. | 
- On ſecondly, when we our {elues-be the cauſe 
of it by admitting of looſe thoughts,by ſuffering 
our ſcluesto be worldly minded, by ſuffering an 
indiſpoſition-ro grow vpon vs, and not labou- 
ring to refiſt it, and caſt it off againe. You know, . 
when an.inſtrument is.ourt of: tune, if the leffon 
be never ſo good, that is played vponir, yet it is 


do not ſo much as ſet our ſelues about it with our | 


vnpleaſant, becaule the inſtrument is out of tune ; | 
and whole fault ischat 2: ſo, whenthou commeſt. 
to Go p,, and{uftereſt thy heart to be diſtem- 
pered before, and doeſt not looke tokeepe it in 


4. Voluntary 
admitting of + 
vaine thoughts 


Simile. 


order; that is thy linne, 2s well as thy pro fanes,! 
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bow toe prc- 
rent vrandring 
thoughts in 
prayer, 


Simoile. 


Caſe © 20 

About indiſpo- 
ſ:dnes, & dul- 
nes, & ynapts 
ncs to praycre 


| Anſw, 1. 


| hearts in tune before, to haue them ready, as the 


| a man is bound notwithſtanding to performe it, 


; and negle& in the very time of the performance : 

| and, by this you may learne, how to judge of 
wandring thoughts in the performance of this 

duty, and likewiſe you may ſec how to prevent 
them: the way to prevent them, is to'keepe our | 
wiſe man hath bis heart at his right hand, that is,| 

he hath it ready when he hath itto viſe. When a 

manis to vic his horſe, he doth not ſuffer himts | 

runne vp and downe in the paſtures wildely, but | 
will have him vnder bridle.; 'ſo-we ſhould keepe 

our hearts in frame, that they-may bee ready to 
doc vsſcrvice in ſuch a holy dutic, when wee | 
| haue neede of them. 

{ Secondly,we muſt be diligent, when we come 
to performe the duty, that, though our mindes 
doe wander, yet-w2 may be ready to recall them | 

preſently., to fer our ſelues to irwith all dili- | 
gence :{o much for an{wcring of this firſt caſe. 

| The ſecond cale is, what-a man 1s to doe, } 
when hee findes a great indiſpoſition to-prayer, 
ſ{ucha dulneſſe, and deadnefle in him, that hee! 
knowes not how to goe about the duty, and} 
hee thinkes, if hee doe it, it were” as good be: 
 vndone, | 
| To this I anſwer briefly, that in all ſuchcaſes, 


i. ——— — 


_—_———_— 


Jer his heart be never ſo much out of temper, let 

| there be never ſo great a dulnefle, and deadneſle 

of ſpirit ypon him, yer he is bound to doeit. 
But you wil ſay,why,butT am altogether vnfit. 
laniwere, thatq man by ſcrting himiclfe "—_ 
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ſo much the rather, becauſe there is never more | 
need of calling vpon G o.v, then at fuch a time: | 
for then a man lycs moſt expoſed to remprartion, | 


ho 


A 
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the worke, ſhall gather a fitnefſe, though he were 
vnfit at the firſt + you know, members, that are | 
'benummed, yer by vſing them, they ger lifc,and 
-heate, . and come, .in the end, to bec nimble e- 


1tis benumamed, the very viing of it makes it fit; 
for the duty. You know; . wood, though it be 
greene, yet, ifit be lo1g blowed, art the length, 
it wil be dry,and take fire;ſo it is with the hearr, | 
a man may be long about getting.1t on the wing, 
yet, with much adoc, he may doe it; and there- 
fore he ought to doe this duty,inſucha caſe;yea ! 


then, if any finne come, hee is ready to be over- | 
taken with it, he 1s vnfit for any thing; and there- 
fore,if ever he haue necd to call vpon G o »,itis | 
at thattime, . 

But you will ſay, itmay be, G © »- will not 
acceptit-”. | 
I anſwere briefly, if a mans hearr'be{6* indiſ- 
poſed, that, when he hath done all he can, yet he | 
can get no life, he can ger no heate in the perfor- | 
mance of ſuch a duty, yet G 0. may accept that | 
prayer, .as well as that.which is moſt fervent: | 
And that you may vnderſtand-this. aright, you 
muſt rake it with this diſtin&ion. - - 

This dulnes,and dcadnefle in prayer,it comes 
trom one of theſe two cauſes. - : 

One is, when G o » withdrawes his owne{pi- 


Smile. © 


nough ; ſo itis with the heart,in this caſe, vhen | 


| 5-0. . . FA, 19 
rit, thatis, withdraws not his ſpirit altogether , 
Re ee (for- 


—_— 
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ObitecF. 
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Anſw. 2. 


Cauſes vf dul- - 
neſle; 


1,Dcſertion, & 


— 
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2, From negli- 
Fences 


Caſe. 3. 
Aboutpraying 
after a man 
hath commit- 
ted ſome grofle 
ſinne. 


(for there may bea helpe , when we perceiue it} 
not ) bur when hee withdrawes the liuclineſle, | 
and quickneſle of his ſpirit, and in this caſe, iff 
wee doe our dutte, if wee doe the beſt wee can, 
the L o x Þ doth accept it , though hee hath not 
vouchſafed ſuch inlargement of our hearts ,| 
though hee haue not powred out his ſpirit vpon 
vs, inthe performance of the dutie, as at other 
times, but he gives a ſecret helpe, that perhaps 
wee fecle not, nor perhaps is ſo great as at other 
times; yet I fay, when it ariſcth from his owne 
withdrawing of that firnefle, and we are not neg- 
ligent, but wee doe our beſt, in this caſe, Go Þ 
accepts the will for the deed, as we haue often faid 
to you: that rule alway holds good, when the 
impedimentis {uch as we cannot remoue, when 
the dulneſle of ſpirit is ſuch as it is not in our 
power to remoue, when wee haue vſed our vt- 
moſt diligence, in that caſe it is no hindrance: 
and therefore it is a great comfort vnto vs, that 
we haue vied our diligence in this duty, when we 
haue vied our beſt to quicken our hearts, though| 
it be not done, yet G o Þ accepts our prayers, as 
well as if they were performed in a more liuely 
and fervent manrer. bs 
The hext caſe is, what a man is to doe after he 
hath committed ſome great ſinne, after hee hath 
wounded his conſcience, whether then,norwith- 
ſtanding he muſt come, and keepe his conſtant} 
courſe 1n prayer, morning, and evening, whether: 
he ſhall be fo bold, as to come into'G & px pre- 
ſence after he hath ſqcxccedingly offended _ 
y Ot 
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| leaſt twice a day, as we ſhewed betorc, to keepe 
! a conſtant courſe init. Now, itis certaine, our 
| failing in one thing, muſt not excule vs in ano- 


{ 


— 
——_ RR 


jtimes, the contemptuous, negligent, rebellious | 
| carriage, after an-offence, moues a maſter, a hul- | 
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| To this I anſ{were, that a man is bound, (not- 
withſtanding any ſnne that hee hath committed, 
be it what it will bee ) to keepe his courſe con- 
ſtantly in prayer, and not to omit it, not to kcepe 
off,not to deferc it. And my ground for it is,be- 
cauſethis is a duty,it 15 a charge, that G o » hath 
layed vpon all, to prey contiuuadty ; that is, ar the 


ther: when the duty lycs on vs, wee haue no 
diſpenſation to be negligent in it; and therefore 
we are bound to doe it. 

Againe,confider this, that a particular offence | 
doth not offend ſo much, as it we grow {trangers 
toGov; asif wegrow toa generall rebellion 
againſt him. As,put the caſe,a childe commits a | 


| great offence againſt his father, yer, it he runne | 


away from his fathers houſe, and grow a ſtranger | 
to him, that is more then the particular offence : 
for agcnerall rebellion muſt nceds be more then | 


G © »,to break off that courle,to growa ſtranger | 
ro him, to runneaway from his houſe, and (as it | 
were)to be ready to giue over all his ordinances, | 


: : FEES oy 
! & a conſtant courſe of obedience to hin1, this is | 


a generall rebellion, & is worſe then the particu- | 
lar;yea ſuch carriage,after fin commirted, moues | 
Go »to anger more then the ſin zi leltc;as,many | 


, 
? 


| bznd,or aparent more,thenthe particular tailing, 
[though it were exceedinPgroar. Be- 


EEE con 


. . . 
the particular, and to giue over calling vpon | 


Anſw. 


In this caſe 
rayer is not to-} 
c neglected. 


I .Reaf. 


Note, 


2. Reef, 


Simile. 
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3. Reaſ. | Belides,confider,when a man commits a great 
fſinne, he makes a great gap in his conſcience, he 
makes a great breach there, and will you haue 
that breach lye open 2 15 not that very dange- 
rous © is not thatthe way to bring in more inte, 
and to ſuffer thoſe good things. that are in the 
heart to ſteale our £ I will ge you but one in- 
| ſtance for this: You ſee, S. Peter, when he had | 
committed a great finne, in denying his maſter, | z 
and forſwearing of him too, yet, becauſe he came + 
in preſently, and repented, and ſought pardon, i 
| (as you know hee did) you ſee, hce was preſer- 
ved from running into further arrerages : for | 
| hee made vp the gappe, hee made vp the 
breach. | 
Wee ſee, on the other ſide, when David had | 
commirted that ſinne. with Bathſbebs, and did 
not come ynto G o vp, as hee ſhould haue done, 
| to kceepe his conſtant courle in ſacrificing vnto 
him, inrepenting, andrenewing his repentance, 
and praying to him, you know, how many finnes 
he fell into: and likewiſe, that was the. caſe of 
| Salomon, you know, to whata height hee grew, | 
| _ _ {}]by notcomming to Gop, at his firſt. failing : 
Sz and therefore,I {ay,there is reaſon,thatwe. ſhould] Þ| 
{doe it, though the finne bee great, wee ought] Þ' 
tocome in, and to keepe our courſe. conſtant-| Þ| 
ly. } 
" Dax may I nor ſtay cill I be more fitted, till 
| - - Soma bee more. ſoftened, and more hum- 
jD1Cd © END: . BY EE, | 
| - Beloved, to ſtay inthus calc is dangerous, For] 
- & | 
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and therefore.in this caſe you ſhould doe as you | 


fer them, they will make the breach greater, - till 


this-caſe, when you haue. committed a great fin, 


* 
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the heart commonly growes more hard in con- 
| tinuance ; the conſcience is more tender, imme- 
diately after the finne is committed , then ir is 
afterwards ; - and when thou-ſtayeſt for more hu- 
mility, thou findeſt lefle; and therefore, while 


fore the wound befeſtered, before it hath con- 


the wound is greene, .and when the fire hath ta- | 
ken newly. helde, it is then beſt to quenchit, be- | 


tinued long ; for the heart will grow worſe, and |. 


worle, as it is Heb.3.12. Take heede that you be not 
hardened through the deceitfulneſſe of ſrune ; the 


you thinke, if you ſtay a weeke,or a fortnighr,or 
a moneth, you ſhall come in as well as at the firſt; 
no, ſaith the Apoſtle, while 8 75 zo day, . come-in, 
that is, doe itpreſently., for {inne- will deceive 
you, it willharden your hcart before you-be:a- 


you, it willtake-y ou off. from him,: it will leadc 
you further on; and therefore :rake- heede, thar | 
'your hearts bee not hardened through the de- 
ceitfulneſſe of finne, that ſinne doe +not deceiue 
you, and--it will doc it before you thinke of it: 


doe with waters, - when waters breake out a lit- 
tle, it is beſt to ſtop them preſently:; if you ſuf-: 


at length, you. be vnable to ſtop them, ſo in 


come in ſpeedily. 
- But you will ſay, what ſhalla'man come into 


meaning is this,, when thou commirteſt 'a {inne, | 


ware, it will make a diſtance berweene G o »,and |. 


Heb, 3.1 2, 


Sromzies 


Obiect "= 


Gods preſence, whos moſt holy,after he _ de- | 
| W777 led} 


as 
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Caſe. 4 6 
&bour a ſct 
forme cf prayer 


Anſw. 


- " 
| N I ee 


Anſw. | 


' 


| 


; When we ſay, thou muſt come 1n, and keepe a 
' meaning is, you muſt come in with a diſpoſition 


 hometo Go v , witha minde to abhorre that 


| the beginning of the reformed times, to Zutber, 


filed himſelfe with ſome great {inne, 1s not this] 
an vnreverent thing * | 

I anſwer briefly,it is very true, fthou be bold 
to come into G © Þ s preſence with the ſame dif- 
poſition wherewith the f1n was committed, with 
2 minde ſo faſhioncd, and ſo framed, in that caſe 
thou doeſt exceedingly provoke him, this is a 
very high degree of profanefie: and therefore, 


conſtant courſe in prayer notwithſtanding, the 


turned aftue from your finnes, and brought 


nd 
-” —_— ww "we Ta 


which is evill, and to cleauc to that which is 
good ; there muſt bee this converſion of the 
minde to him, thou muſt not come 1n with the 
ſame diſpoſition, that muſt be altered. So much 
ſhall ſerue for the an{were to this caſe. 

Another caſe is, whether wee may vie a ſer 
forme of prayer * and likewile whether it bee 
{uſhcient * | 

I need not ſay much to you; for I thinke there 
is none here that doubt of it, but that a ſer forme 
of prayer may be vicd: you know,Cur1sr pre- 
{cribeda forme, you know, there were certaine 
Pſalmes that were prayers, that were vied con- 
ftantly ; and therefore there is no doubt butthar 
aſert forme may be vied, wee haue that examplc 
' forit: And in the Church, at all times, in the 
primartiue times of the Church, and all along to 


and Cabins rime, ill, inall times, the Church 


OR on RISE Ser EC ing terns ns ln dos, lm; NOS. : 


WC CEIEY 


had 


h_—— "OY ne rn In CO CII_ ene he. Am 


; Ws ava. ROSS . 
0. ESC ON Ger art q ; EN LS 5 NY "ROE" 
, 6 a 43 =, Fo a 5 Mar - a *s 4 ua. p; $0 232 4 " "4 
_—_ 4 go CT or Fro Pn I TI re TRIS "ITS 5 a 


U__— Pu. 1 


Ks Eat et 2 et 2 M , D 
NI CE a " 


REID 3-8 
RG i ns 


- CS IR X &* A rr; 
I nn FFo05 00 q 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


ion againſt it of werght. One maine objection 
1s this : 

That in ſtinted prayer the ſpirit is ſtrained, 
whena manis tryed to a forme, then hee ſhall 
haue his ſpirit, as it were, bounden, and limited, 
that hee cannot goe beyond that, which 1s pre- 
ſcribed; and therefore, fay they, it is reaſon a 
man ſhould bee left to more libertie, ( as hee 1s 
11 concerved prayers ) and not tycd to a ſtrict 
formCc. 

Tothis I an{were, even thoſe men, thar are a- 
gainſt this, aud thar vie this reaſon, they doe the 
lame thing daily inthe congregation: for when 
another prayes, that is a let forme to him , that 
hcares it, I ſay, itis a forme to him: for pur 
that caſe, that hce thar is a hearer, that heares an 
other pray, fuppoſc that his ſpirit be more in- 


| larged, it 1s a ſtraiming to him, hee hath no li- 


berty to goe out, heis bound to keepe his minde 
intent vponit: and thereforc, if thar werea ſut- 
ficient reaſon, that a man might not vſe a ſer 
forme, becaulec the ſpirit is ſtrained, a man ſhould 
net heare another pray,(though it be a conceived 
prayer) becaule, in that caſe, his ſpirit is limited; 
It may be, the hearer hath a larger heart, a great 
deale, then heerthat ſpeakes and prayes; ſo that 


| there is a bounding, and ſtraitning, and alimiting 


of che ſpirit. And therefore that reaſon cannot be 
good. 


Againe, I anſwere, though the ſpirit be limi- 


\ red, atthat time, yer he hgth a libertie, at other| 
”Y 


had ſer formes they vſed, and I know no obje-, 


Lg-21 times, 


Obie? 


Anſw. 1. 
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times,to pray as freely as he will in private ; and 
therefore hee is not ſo tyed, but, though, at that 
time, he be, yer ir is no generall tie ; at another] 
time, or immediately afcer, he may be as frce as 
he will in ſecret. 
| Againe, Ianſwere, itisnotatye, and a re-! 
ſtraint of the ſpirit, becauſe there is a tye of 
words , for the largeneſle of the heart ſtands not! 
ſo much in the multitude and varietic of expreſſi- |, 
ons, as in the extent of the affetion : now then 
the heart may be very large, for all thar, though 
he be tyed in words, yet there 1s not a tye vpon 
the aftetion, thatmay be extended more, in pur- 
ting vp the lame petition , when atiother mans is 
more ſtraitned ; rhereforc there 1s no tye, and l1- 
| mit ypon that. And this is enough to ſatiſtiethar, 
thata ſet forme of prayer muſt be vied. 

But now, if you aske, whether thatbe fuſhci- 
ent 2 whether a man may thinke , 1t hee haue 
veene preſent at publique prayer, ( which it is a 
commendable thing to.vicconſtantly)I ſay,whe- 
ther that be {ufficicat © x | 

My Beloved,this is a matter of fome moment, | 
to conſider what wee ought to doe in this caſe; 
for we may be deccived 1n it, and I an{wer plain- 
ly, it is not ſufficient: a manthat is. diligent in 
publique prayers, that keepes them morning and 
evening, it hee thinkes now he hath diſcharged 
his duty, he is in a very great errour: and this is| 
the reaſon, becauſe they are not ſufficient. In- 
deed, they are to be vicd; for Gop is worſhipped 
inthem, and itis a more publique worſhip; and 
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when G o p is honoured betore many, as a man, 
when there are many ſpectators, more honour js 
done to him, it is a greater honour, ſoitis when 
men joyne inthis worſhip. And many other rea- 
ſons there be, bur that is not the thing, I am now 
vpon,to commend 1tto you; bur, I ſay, itis not 
{ufhcient, although it ought to be done, becauſe 
there are many particular {1nnes, which cannot 
be conſciſed in publique prayer, there are many 
particular wants, which in publique prayer you 
cannot vnfold, and open, and cxpreſle vnto the 
Lok ». 

Againe, the end ofa ſet forme of prayer is to 
be a helpe for the proven, (for the publique it is 


another caſe) a helpe that one may vſe that is yet 
exceeding weake: a childe,that cannor goe, may | 
have ſuch a proppe, but wee muſt not alway be 


children, we muſt not alway vlſe that helpe. 
Beſtdes, we muſt conſider this, that there is no 
man, that hath any worke of gracc in his hearr, 
but he is inabled in ſome meaſure to pray, with- 
out a ſet forme of prayer, hee 1s able to expreſle 
his deſires to Go » in private, one way, oran 
other:there was never any man, in any extreame 
want, but he knew how to expreſle himſelf, where 
he had libertie to ſpeake: ſo it is in this caſe. 
Beſides, the ſpirit of a man hath greater liber- 
ty in private; there a man may powre forth his 


ſowle to the Lord,as Hanna ſaith, 1 Saw.1. which in 


publique, he cannot doe freely : there are many 
particular mercies, which hee hath cauſe to be 


thankfull to G © » for. 
Be- 
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Cafe. 5» 
About viing 
the voice, and 
about the ge- 
ſtare in ſecret 
prayer, 


| Anſro. 


Beſides, there 1s a particular paines that a man 
is to take with his heart, from day to day, which, 
in the publike common petitions, he 1s not able 
to doe: for, Beloved, know this, thatthe prayer, 
that is required from day to day, is not ſo much 
tae performance of the duty, the doing of the 
taske, bur the end is to keepe the heart 1n order , 
for, if ſinfull luſt grow vpon it, and diſtempers, 
and worldly-mindeanefſe, the end of this duty 
is to worke them out againe,to renew repentance 
againe ; and, when there 1s a forgetfulneſle of 
the covenant, . when grace growes weake, when 
good delircs beginto languith, to renew, and re- 
cover them, to put fucll to them: and thus is 
not done by the performance of the publike 
oncly ; and theretore, I ſay, though you per- 
forme it in your families, and meete 1n the con- 
gregation , you muſt not thinke that this is c- | 
nough, youare bound to a private performance 
of this duty. | 
_ Againe, this is another calc, whata man is to i 
| doe in the private performance of this duty,whe- 
ther he be bound alwayecs to vie his voice? whe- 
ther he be bound alwayesto vie {\uch a kinde of 
geſture * 

I anſwer this briefly,(for there is no great dif- 
ficulty in thele things,and therefore I paſſe them 
over) tor the geſture in publike, there is more 
heede to be taken of that, becauſe it is a pub- 
like and open worſhip of G © »; and therefore in 
publike the geſture is alway to be reverent. You 
know how often it is gepeated , ( inthe olde tc- 
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ſtamenr eſpecially!) thatthey bowed downe, and 
worſhipped itill,.:Chrift looked vp:to heaven, Pawul 
kneeled downe, and the reſt with him,and prayed ; 
and many ſuch like expreſſions you haue men- 
rioned in the Scriptures : where you haue prayer : 
[4 mentioned in publike, '{tilL you ſhall finde an ex- 
! {[prefſionof ſomereverend geſture, and when we 
4 appeare before the Lo z'p inthe publike pertor- 
4 mance of this dutie, efpeciall care muſt be raken 
3 hereunto:-in the private, the caſe 'is different , 
g there variety of geſtures may be vſed. I doe not 
1 ſec,bur all variety of geſtures may be vicd; there 
] are many examples Br walking, and lying, and 
firting ; onely this is to bee taken hcede to, thar, 
cven 1n private, as farre as may be, the geſture be 
{uch, as may both cxpreſle the inward reverence 
inthe heart, and of the eurward man; but there 
is alibertie in that: I thinke this is the beſt rule 
1n private,thatthe geſture be vſed,that doth moſt 
quicken, and doth hclpe the duty moſt. Some 
geſture may bring a dulneſſe, and indifpoſition, 
when another may quicken the body, and make 
it more fit tor prayer : ſometimes lying is incon- 
| venient, and ſometimes more convenient ; and 
therefore,in this caſe, the beſt rule is, to victhar | 
geſture, which quickens moſt, which helpes moſt 
the duty: ſyme geſtures may breede a wearinefſe 
in the body, ſome may breede adulneſle; ſome 
are paintullto the body: all this is a hindrance to 


the duty, when the change of it may quicken and 
'- Dm 


©, Now for the voice, 5s for that, (as-for the 
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 ſture) it is not. fimply-required : for G o Þ #4 4 ſpi> 
rit, and hee will bee worſhipped inſpirit : men, that 
haue cares,and bodies,they muſt haue men ſpeak 
to them, but G © »,thatis a ſpirit,delights in thar 
vihich is like himſelfe, and therefore all his eye 


voice doth not; as,you know,the Awgels ſpeak 
toGo Dd, andthey ſpeake one to anather. The 
Schcolemen hauc great difputes about the 


Angel (peakes to another after this manner; when 


with a will that another ſhould vnderſtand it, 
& that G o » ſhould vnderſtand it, that is enough 


a man, waen he hath ſuch a petition in his heart, 
in his minde, and there is a deſire in his will,that 
G o Þ ſhould vnderſtand that petition, that 1s an 
offering it vp to the Loxn,itis as true aſpeaking 
rothe Lo & », as when you deliver it by an out- 
ward voice:for the ſpirit agrecs with the Angels; 
as It 1s a ſpeech,and asthey.ſpeak one to another, 
tandtothe Lox »; ſo doth the ſpirit of man, 
| though, indecde, the tongue be to be vicd, as it 
1s, lam. 3.9. therewith ble fſe wee God ;:and there- 
with ſhould we pray among others, and before 
others; and ſpeake before others .: . bur when 


is this, as farre as it may quicken the heart, (as I 
{ {aid of geſture ) and as farre as thereby we may 
 keepe our thoughts from wandring. It the voice 
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is vpon the inward behaviour of-the ſpirit. Be-| 
ſides, the ſpirit may ſpeake to G o y, when the 


ſpcech of Angels, but this they agree in, that one | 


any one hath a conceit, in his mind, of any thing, 


for the expreſſhon of it ; ſoit is withthe ſpirit of 


|there 1s yy cauſe to vie the voice, in private, it 
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were not vied, perhaps, thoughs would be ſub- 
je ro more wandring,and we ſhould not be rea-. 


is vſed, it muſt be to-keepe in the thoughts. In 
ſome caſes,to omit the voice,is more convenient 
when it may draw any other inconvenience, 
but thar is lefr to every mans particular caſe; 
as he ſhall findethe vic of it to hinder 
him, or further him. And fo 
much ſhall ſerue for 
this Cale. 


dy to take notice of them;burthey would ſlip be- | 
fore we are aware;zand therefore, when the voice | 
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| = 4 TREO EY Nother caſe of Conſcience(in the 
-—— (2M 7 i | buſineſle of PIaycr, iS) what a 
leiſure to pray BH. man4s.to doe, when hee 1s in} 
<3 waraPag 2þ\ ſtrair of time, by reaſon of -ſome | 
neſſes tobee Y waighty buſinefle, that requires | 
4.551 us ag De I a quicke and ſuddendiſparch, and 
2 pans gives him nottheleiſure and liberty, that other-| 
wiſe he might haue had *© 
To this I anſwer, you ſhall finde,char in Scrip-| 
tures, the prayers of Saints haue beene ſomes | 
times larger, and ſometimes ſhorter. Our Savi- | 
4 our Chriff, you knony, _fomertimes ſpent a whole| 
| | mga, 
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night in prayer ; Surely he did not take ſo much 


ſometimes to be larger, ſometimes ſhorter, ac- 
cording as our oeebone will. permit. Bur yet 
this you muſt remember, . that though the buſi- 
neſſe be grear, yet that buſineſle, that conccrnes 
G o »,is greater: And therefore, except it be a 
true ſtrait,this is ſtill to be preferred ; for it is a 


| buſineſle of greater moment ; and therefore you 
muſt give a juſt weightto your buſtneſle, andnot 
ſuffer every ſmall buſineſfe thar.'comes in to-| 


thruſt out this dutic : for here you keepe not the 


the leſle. . 

Befides,doe you not {ay,when you haue great 
buſinefſe in hand, that a man muſt haue a dining 
time, and a ſleeping time, &c. Why may wec 


It was more precious to hin then his appointed foode : 
that is, he had rather omit his vſuall meales,(for 
that he meanes by his appointed food) then ro 
omir a conſtant courſe in performing thote holy 


{darties. Therefore, I ſay, .it ought carefully ro 


betooke heede of, that we omit it not, except it 
init, G o p tyesvs not fo exadctly:you fee therein 


1we are tryed preciſcly:rg 


b- - 


time alwayes, and, no doubt, wee haue libertie- 


the ſalvation of our ſoules, and the worſhip of | 


due proportion, but neglect the greater, and rake 


be a very great ſtrait, if it be, we may be ſhort | 


| 


| 
| 8 
! 
| 
(] 


not ſay as well?a man nutt hauc a praying time; | 
is it not as neceſſary 2 You know what Job ſaith, | 
you know the courſe that he kept in reading the | 
word, ( for that is cleerely meantin that place) | 


| 


| 
| 


Note, . 


rutes are not ſer downe inthe Scriptures, where- | 
an houre.co fuch| 
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| Cautions 2. 
bout ſhortnes 
of prayer in 
(uch ſtraits, 
I.Can7rion. 
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:arime, but G op, in mercic, and in wifedome, 


hath left it ro our libertic : onely,you ſee, this is 
the comraand, Pray continually, doe it exceeding 
| much, ar the leaſt, kcepe a conſtant courſe in it, 


'as wee hcard before, but you may bee ſhorter| 
init. | 


\ 


Now let theſe fiue Cautions be obſerved,” | 

Firſt, take heede that this ſtraitning come 
not from your ill husbandry, that is, from your 
ill husbanding of time; For, if a man were care- 
full ro redeeme time before, it may be, he neede 


|the good of man, much more ſhould you inthis' 
that belongs to the worſhip of G o »; And there- 


not be put to ſuch a ſtrait, as hee is atthat time, 
when he is to performe this duty: ſuppoſe you 
haue a journey to: goc, that requires ſo much 

time, and you muſt be goneearly , you may ſo 

husband the time before, that y ou may get time 

for your journey. And for the performance of 
this duty, and ſo for other buſinetile, as I ſaid in 

the morning, when you ſhould ſ{cquefter your 

{clues to pertorme this duty of prayer,take heede 

that you be good ſtewards of your time,that you 

husband it well. 

Andlikewiſe, this is another part of husban- 
ding your time, that you ler not that, which is 
very pretious, gce for things of ſmall moment, 
for that is ill husbandry. You ſhould redeeme 
the time, and buy it with rhe lofſe of ſomething. 
You hane time to beſtow in the waighty buſt- 
neſſe of your calling, in things that belong to 


fore, if it may be, redgemc it with ſome loſſe;ſo' 
0s you 
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you ought to husbandit, otherwiſe you redeeme, | 
not time as you ought. This is the firſt Caution 
that ought to bee obſerved, to husband and re- | | 
deeme the time well. | | 
The ſecond is, if we be ſtraitned at any time, | 2 Cantion. | 


| recompence it atanother time: forifir benota 
teigned excuſe and pretence, if you be ſtraitned, 
when you haue libertic, you will be carefull to 
ſpend more time in it; by that you ſhall know 
your finceritie in it, that it is true, and that 1t 1s 
not an excuſe, and a putting ofl.- 
Moreover,;another Caution to be obſerved is, | 3 Caution, 
that you take no»too much buſineſſe vpon you: | | 
if you be ſtrairned with buſinefſe, and therefore | 
cannot be ſo large in the performance of this du- 
ty, as otherwiſe you would, if you did not rake 
{o much vpon you, your ſclues are the cauſe of 
it: And therfore, he that rakes lefle, he that ſpends 
more time in the things that belong toſalvation, 
he hath made the better chaiſe; As Mery made | 4 
a better choiſe then Martha, though her imploy- 
ment were good. J- 
Likewiſe, as you muſt not peſter your ſclucs | 1 concen. 
| with too much buſineſſe, ſo likewiſe you muſt 
| take carc,that your mindes bernot too much in- 
tent vpon them, for too much intention of minde 
vpon bufineſfe,cauſeth diſtraction in prayer,and 
cauſeth vs ro.poſt over the dutie, as well as too | 
| much buſineſte: when a mans iminde ſhootes-1t S 7 
ſelfe too farre in buſineſſe, when itis roo much | 
occupied about it, when it is too much intent; | | 
whenthe-ſoule cleaues to o faſt vpon the — | { 
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| 5. Canton. 
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Caſe. 7. 
About vſc of 
the mcancs. 


Anſw. 


4 


meanes muſt 


{ be yſed, 


[I 
C 


| 


"Reaſons vyhy 


; and cannot looſe it felfe tothe performance of 
| ſpirituall duties, which require freedome. _ 

|  Thelaſt Caution is, that the. ſtrait riſe not 
from difidencein G © »v, and confidence in the 
vie of the meanes; for, it falls out oft times 
when wee haue buſineſic of moment in hand, 
there is a turning, and poſting from one creature 
ro another, from the vic of one meanes to ano- 
ther, that wee cannor-get time in prayer, not ſo 
much for want of time ſimply, but becauſe wee 
minde the mcanes too much, we intend them too 
much, wee doe net truſt G o p enough with the 
buſineſſe, if we did;we might ſpend lefle time in 
them, and more in\{ecking to hun. So much for 
that caſe. | 2 
Another Caſc of Conſciencein this bufineſle 
of calling vpon Gov is, whataman is to doe 


to pray,and ſceketo G © Þ, thart is the ordinary 
queſtion ; But may wee not vie the meanes 
tOO 7 
To this I anſwere, That prayer is ſo farre 
from excluding the meanes, that it includes 
them; for,if the deſire be fervent, when we defirc 
any thing at G © » s hands, it will make vs dili- 
gent inthe vie of the meanes, to vie a convenient 
diligence ; as it will make you earneſt in ſeeking 
tro Go Þ, and in putting vp your requeſts to him: 
for, if aman rhall pray, and bee negligent in 
the vie of the meanes, I will be bolde to fay ir, 
iris burlike the deſire of the fluggard, that. is 


b 


for the vie of the meanes, for when wee are bid| 
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you expreſſe, when yd pray, they are nor fer, 
vent, they are not earneſt, if you be remiſle in 
the vic of the meanes. Hee that deſires grace, 


tation,and yct is remiſle in the vie of the meanes. 
by which grace ſhould be increaſed, and ſtrength 
gained, to reſiſt thoſe corruptions, and terap- 
tations ; Certainely his deſires are but yaine de- 
| fires. 


Beſides, it is an argument that wee truſt 


our prayers, ECXCccpt WEE bee diligent 11 the 


jvic of the meanes ; therefore wee are farre 


i from excluding them : for, if you ſeeke to 
\GoDd, and truſt to your prayers, andthinke 


that they wall prevaile with him, it will worke 
'this effe&t , that you will bee carefull to vie 
ſuch meanes, as Go » hath ordeined to bring 
'rhe thing to paſſe. Evenas, if a man ſecke to 
|a Phyſitian, to ſuch a Phyiitian, thar hee truſts 
'to, into Whoſe hands hce would put his life , 
| When this Phyfitian preſcribes ſuch a courſe, 
ſuch a dyet , and ſuch a thing to bee raken 


Phyſitian ,- the more carciull hee will bce r@ 
obterue his preſcription, and rules : And fo, 
in this caſe, the more you reſt on Gov, the 
more caretull you will bee to vie {vch meanes , 
as hee hath appointed , when hce hath faid-, 


his ſoule hath nothing ; hee deſires, bur hee purs 
| his. hand into his boſome; The defires, which 


deſires ſtrength, againſt ſinfull luſts, and temp- 


not mn Go Dd, that wee make not accompt of 
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at ſuch a time, the morc hce reſts ypon the | 


theſe, and theſe meancsaxg to bee vid, In this 
| : cale,: | 
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| have a bleſſing vpon the mcancs, and, if we pray 


. 
| ments, he doth every thing by men, and by cxca- 
{is, not to haue them done without meancs, but to 


| ly ro be obſerved to cleare this point to you is 
this ; Thar prayer is not the onely meanes, it 1s 


| 
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caic, I ſay, tis aſigne your prayers are more 
to purpoſe, when you are diligent in the vie of 
chem,, when you dare not {leight nor neglect 
them. 

Againe, you muſt conſider this, that, when we 


pray, atany time, wee doe not pray to haue a- | 


ny thing done without meanes, but we pray to 


for 2 bleſſing vpon the meanes, our minde is not 
that they ſhould be omitred ; for,youlee,G o 
doth all things by ſecond caules, he ſauces vs not 
without our ſelues, that is, he victh vs as inſtru- 


tures, and by meanes, and the end of our prayers 


haue a bleſſing vpon them. Butthar that is chief- 


bur part of the meanes to bring any things to 
alle. 
F There are two things ro-cftect a buſlinefle, that 
is,prayer and meanes both: we do? not ſay :pray- 
er is the onely meancs ; indeede, then the other 
were excluded , but f{ince it 1s .but a part, and 
the other makes vp the totall meanes of bring- 
ing any thing to paſle, it doth not exclude them, 
butthey may be both joyned together, prayer, 
ſhew that we may vie meanes, we may pray, and 
lay our hand on the plow,we may ſ{eckto Go », 
and be diligent, and as diligent as any bedy elſe; 


and the vie of the meanes. This 1s enough to] 


_— 


| 


ed. «. 


a7 


ut now. theſe three Cautions are to be oblſer-| 
| hon The 
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| thoſe that arc right; for, if you truſt God, 


kicks. 


| out to any inordinate meanes , nor vic law- | 
full meanes in an inordinate manner : If you 
doe ſo, it is an argument that your prayers | 
are of no value in your ewne eſteeme , you aoe | 
notreſton Gov; for, if you did, you would | 
not vie other meancs, then hee hath appoin- | | 
ted, 
Secondly, though you vie the meancs, and 2 Cantion. | 
pray both, yet you muſt fo viſe the meanes, thar | 
your confidence be in your prayers : for it 1s one | 


The firſt is, that, if we doc vie meanes, we vie 2 Caatios, 


and depend vpon him, you will not fteppe | | 


t__ PRI 


thing to viſe the meanes, and it is another thing | 


ſay to you inthis caſc, that you muſt doe-as hee | Shani 
chat victh the light of the Sunne; he ſo victh the | ——_— 
light, thar he hath:an eye vpon the Sunne, from. 
whom that light comes ; for, he knowes, that if | 

the Sunne were ſer, the light would be gone. ' Or 

as he thattakesvater in a Ceſterne, or River, he | Srle, 
ſo takes it, as that hee hath an eye to the foun- 
taine, he knowes if the fountaine were ſtopped, 
{the River would bee quickly dried vp: So you 
ſhould rhinke with your {elues , it I vie any 
meanes, , any creature, any inſtrument to bring 
things to paſſe, mine eye mult be vpon G o »: for 
all the helpe that we haue from the creature, it is 


— 
Oe et wn. 


—_ —_— 


himſelfe. And therefore you muſt doe in- this Shanile. 
caſe, as Phyſitians arewont to doe,they put ma- 
ny angredicnts into athing > Þur itis one. "Y 


—— __mK 


hou. Mot. 


__ ad 
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. . | 
to haue confidence in them. And-therefore wee | i 


Ot» entreger— green 7 


bur as a beame to the help tharcomes from Gop | 
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pall ingredient, amongſt the reſt, that he makes 
| account wall cure the diſeaſe: So doe, in this) 
' caſe, make vie, both of rhe praycr, and of the 
| meanes, yet you muſt know , thar prayer is the! 
| Principall eftectour of the thing, and the princi-; 
' pall meanes, 1t is that, wherein your FORREELCE| 
15 to be: for,indeede, tis Go Þ that doth bring | 
| every thing to paſſe: There is no good in the} 
. | Citty, nor nocvill, but he doth it; you know he 
| takes all to himſelfe. All the meanes, by which 
g00d, and ill is conveyed to you, they doc not 
doe the thing, they are but the wehicula, they 
Simile, | Are butthe inſtruments, as the becre, and the 
wine, wherein the phylicke 1s taken, but it 
is the phyſicke, the medicine that cures : So 
all the mcanes cannot doe it, it is the helpe, and 
the power of Go», thecfhicacie, that comes 
| from him, that brings things to paſle ; there- 
| fore, that muſt be remembred, vic the meanes, 
| thar you vie, with dependance vpon G o », with 
; an eye vpon him, that your hearts reſt not vpon 
them : tor, it they doc, iti an inordinate vie of 

| them, 
| 3 Caution. Laſtly, you muſt take heede of ſticking in any 
| particular meanes ; for, if you doe, itis a figne 
| that you truſt nor G © »,as you ought to doe. Ir 
| ' 18 a fault commonly, we pitch vpon ſuch a parti- 
cular way,and we thinke that muſt doe it, or no- 
| thing: Now,lit G o Þ betruſtedto, he hath more 
| wayes to the wood then one, he hath more means 
| to bring a thing to paſle then one: And therefore 
we mult Icaue it to him, who often doth it ben 
CR by 


——_—_—— 
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| 


the buſines, without his device,by a meanes,that 


he never thought of, in that battaile, when Sas/ 


| 


may vic meanes, yer, _ of them, wee 
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by another meanes, then we dreamed of, As for 


example, Dywid had a promiſe of the Kingdome; | 
Now, when he had the Kingdome of Judah, yet 
you know, the Kingdome of Jſrael ſtood out: for 


/(þbeſbeth had the Kingdome, and Aber was his | 


- . O . - s . . 
chicfe Captaine:befides,in his comming into his 


Kingdome of /#dah, we fee how G © v wrought 


was killed, and fo many of his ſonnes, there was 
{o much way made for him, when himſelfe vied 
no meanes to bring it to paſſe, Afterward when 
the Kingdome of Jſrael was kept from him, and 


he had only Jad4h,we ſee, Gop cauſed a divition 


between 1/bboſheth, and Abner his chicte Captain; 
vpon that comes Abyer, and offers to David the 
whole Kingdome, bur yet he was bur a reconci- 
led enemie ; and what Abxer might haue done, 


' [he knewnor. Therfore,G o Þ by his providence, 


though Job ſinned in it, cauſed Abner to be ta- 
ken away by ab; when this was done, yet 1/b- 
boſheth was aliuc ſtill; then were there rwo men 
{et by the providence of G o », (though it were 
a great finne in them) to take away his head, and 
lo the Kingdome came wholly to Dewzd: for, 
there were but two ſonnes, Mephibifheth , that 
was lame of his fcer, and 1/hbeſherh,that was lame 
in his minde, a weake man, vnable to mannage 


ſo great,and weighty a buſineſſe to purpoſe: So| 


Gov brought the bulines to paſſe by a way, that 
David thought not of. Therefore , though wee 
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Caſe. 8. 

About praying 
in faith, yyhcn 
a man vvants a 
rticular pro- 


miſe, that the 
thing vyhich 
he as:th ſha 
bee grantcd, 


—_—_— 


_— 


| that withall we keepe our dependance vpon him, | 


1:45" it, iris enough. Why will you not. 


muſt depend vpon Go », andleauett to Go Þ 
co take one meanes,or other, We muſt doin this 
caſe,as we doe when we goe to a man, that is ve- 
ry skilfull to doe a worke for vs: If we goetoa 
Carpenter, and tell him we haue ſucha thing to 
be done; or, if we goe to thoſe that we call Aqsa- | 
r4ol;,that bring water from placero place,we tell 
him, this is our defire, but how hee wil: worke, 

and which way he will bring itto paſſe, we know 

not, and yet we truſt ſuch a one: for, we ſay,he | 
1s an hone{t man of his word, and if:hee hauc 


truſt Go Þ, that goes ſo much beyond vs, that; 
hath an infinite wifſedome, and an infinite. po- 
wer? And therefore we ſhould ſo vic the-meanes, 


that we leaue it to him,to vie this,or that means, | 
as it pleaſcth him. For ſomerimes, it may be, he 

takes away that which weare about, ſometimes 
he leaues vs partly deſtitute, and findes a way of 
his owne, that we might truſt to him, and confi- | 


to doe. So much likewiſe ſhall ſerne for this | 
Caſe. 

Another Cafe is, whatitis to pray in faith * 
You know that is required. Now there is a com- 
mon errour in this point : for a man may ſay, if{ 
1 pray for the ſalvation of another , I haue. no: 
promiſe, how canl pray in faith « when a man 
prayes to beguided in ſucha bufinefſe, rq haue 
ſuch an enterpriſe to bee brought to paſſe, to |. 


haue deliverance from ſuch a trouble,ſuch a fick- 
"0 neſle, 
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{ neſſe, from ſuch a calamitic, that he lyes vnder, 


hee bee ſaid to pray in faith 2 for to pray in 
faith, is to belecue, that the thing ſhall bee 
done. | 
| Tanſwer, that to pray infaith isto goe as farrc 
as the promite goes Now no particular man: 
| hath any particular promiſe, that hee ſhall haue | 
{uUch a deliverance, that he ſhall haue ſuch a par- 
ticular mercie granted him;and thezefore it 15 nor | 
| required to belecue that particular thing ſhould 
| | be done, 
{ But you will ſay ; what faith 1s it then that 1s 
required ? 

I ſay, it is enough to belecue that Go Þ is a 
father, char hee is ready to heare, and not one- 
ly that hee is ready to heare, bur that hee 1s rea- 
| die to doc that which is beſt for mee, in ſucha 
particular : for both are required, that you be- 
| leeue him to bee well affected towards you, as 
{ a father, as one that tenders your good, and 


he findes no particular promiſe, and, for ought| 
he knowes, it ſhall never be granted: How can | 


not onely ſo, but that hee will doe that, in that 
particular, that ſhall bee moſt for his owne glo- 
| rie, and for your good: and, if you doe ſo, you 
pray in faith; though, for the particular, you 
know not, whether it ſhall be granted, or no. In- 
| deed, if we had a particular promilſc,as Elias had 
| that it ſhould not raine,8&c, in that caſe, we were 
| bound to beleeue 1n particular, but not having 
thar, wee are not tyed ynto it : for the pro- 
| miſe is the object of faith , and the Habit is 


— 


mma. 


H®2 * not | 


_— 


Anſw. 


Obiett, 
What faithis 
required, 
Anſw, 


. 70 , 
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Caſe. 9. 
Abouta mans 
knowledge 
that his prayer. 
is heard; 


Anſw. 


Go Þ s holy fpirit,it is certaine,they are alwaies | 


| will doe the thing,obſerving the Caurions, that 
we haue given you herctofore, that is, for the; 


—————_— 
nott9 worke beyond the obje&, for the object 
is the rule, and the limit of the habit; therefore 
you may pray in faith , when yet you haue no 
ground to belicue, and to thinke, that that par- 
ticular thing ſhould be granted; For example, if 
a father pray , that his ſonne may haue grace 
wrought in his heart,that his ſoule may be ſaved, 
it may be the L o « Þ will never doe it; or,if one 
friend pray for another to the ſame purpolc, 
though the thing be not done, yer the prayer re- | 
rurnes into his boſome, -hee is no looſer by it, 
there is a reward belongs to him, for ſeeking to 
Go v in ſincerity, -it is his dury, that he ſhould 
doe ſo. .The like I may {ay for every particular 
caſe. And this incouragement you may haue , 
thar there 1s never any particular prayer put vp, 
wherein you ſecke things, that are not granted, 
but you miſtake init: for, if you belicue thus 
farre, .as I {aid to you, be {urc,that your prayers 
are accepted, G o p will doe that, which is beſt 
for you, and your praycrs ſhall not be loſt. So. 
much alſo tor that. 

The laſt caſe is, how ſhall a man know whe- | 
ther his prayer be heard, or not © 

For anſ{were to this we will giuve you this one 
rule, (and that is as farre as wee cati goe ) that 
thoſe prayers that are made by the aſſiſtance of 


heard, It you ftinde that at any time, you neede 
make no queſtion, bur that G © Þ heares it, .and. 


Cy 
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meanes, the manner, thetime, and the meaſure: 
for it cannot be, but that when the hearr is inlar- 
ged by Gods owne {| ak the prayer 1s an Cx- 
preſſion of holy defires, the Lo « Þ alwayes 
heares:thar place is cleere for it, Ke2.8. 27. that |\Rom, 8. 37, 
{he knowes the meaning of the ſpirit, that 1s,he ſo 
| knowes it, that hee hearkeneth to ir, that hee al- | 
| wayes accepts of it ; and therefore, when you 
| COME In {uch a caſe,at any time, that your kearts 
are inlarged ina ſpeciall manner : Markc, I ſay, 
when your hearts are inlarged in a ſpeciall man- 
ner, and that, with holy detires, ccrtainely, then 
Gov mecancs to grant our requeſts: he would not 
ſend his ſpiritto be an interccflor in your hearts, | 
it he did not meane to doe it: for, in that calc, | 
hce withholds his ſpirit, hee gines vs not that | 
inlargement of heart: onely this diſtinction muſt 
be carcfully remembred ; you may be ſometime Note, 
very carneſt, (the Parent may be very carneft for. 
his childe, as Dawid was for his; And Meſes,tor | 
ought we ſee, was eatneſt to haue gone into the 
land of Cansan, they were things that they de-. 
{fired ) and yet that may be anexpicſſion of natu- | 
rall deſires. 
In that caſe, a man may bee very carneſt, and | 
{yet hee cannwr build vpon it, to fay, my heart is 
much inlargcd in prayer, and theretore I thalkbe 
heard ; bur take in this, when the heart'is inlar- ! 
ocd with holy defires, and that ina ſpeciall man- 
ner, ſomewhat more then ordinary, as that, you 
ſee,itis the work of the {piritof G o p,quickning 
f your hearr, opening it wide, ſtrengthening; and. 
Fir FF; » inlargeing| 
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Qualifications 
or conditions 
requiredin that 
praicr that ſhal 
beaccepted, 


1 Condition 


That the per- 
ſoa beright. 


[Iam,5.16, 
1 


inlargeing it, and- ſharpening grace, and holi- 
neſſe in you, in thoſe requeſts you-purt vÞ to God, 
in this caſe, build vpon it, your prayers are heard 
from that ground we haue given you, he knowes 
the me:ning of the Spirit. So much ſhall ſerue 
for thoſe Caſes of Conſcience in this (piritiall 


duty of calling vpon God. 

Now the laſt thing wee propounded was this: 
What the qualification is that is required in our 
prayer: for now we haue ſaid ſo much of pray- 
er, Itis aneceſlary thing, that wee know what 


| conditions are required, that it may bee accep- | 


| , , 
[nerall Covenant belonging to you, before you 


table. | 
And the firſt (wee will commend to you, that 
which is the ground and firſt in order before all 
the reit) is,that the perſon be right... The prayer f- 
the righteous prevvatles much, lam. 5 .16. | 
The ground of it is this, A man muſt firft haue 


given vs all things elſe with Chriff ; it wee haue all 
things clfe, if we have not him, it is nothing: .&// | 
the promiſes, you know, are Yea, 4nd Amen, . but it 


beſides, the generall Covenant muſt goc.before 


or that particular promiſe, but you muſt firſt be 
within the Covenant,you muſt firft hane the ge-| 


can haue the particular branches of it;8 therfore 
a man muſt be within the Covenant, . his perſon 
| muſt be firſt righreous,and be accepred; 8 there« 
tore let none deceiue themſclues in.this caſe, ro 


Chriſt, beforc he can haue any thing elſe, be bath | 


is is him , ſo that wee muſt firſt have him. And | 


| che particular: tor the ground of all prayer is this, |. 


| E:.- = thinke 
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thinke thus with himſelfe, he hopes his heart is\ | 
ſincere, and his prayer is right, and his ends arc 
good:for though all this were true,yet if his pcr- 
{on be not right, G o Þ regards it. not. You know Gimmilo | 
the blood ofa ſheep, & theblood ofa ſwine,they | *®e | 
are both alikezit may be,the blood of the {wine 1s 
betrer then the other; yet the blood of the ſwine } 
was not to be offered, becauſe it was the blood of : 
a ſwine.So inthis caſe, the prayer of an vnrege- 
nerate man may be as well framed, for the petiti- 
ons,for every thing that is required immediately | | 
| to a prayer; but the heart, from whence 1t comes, | 
the periun, from whence it proccedes, that 1s it 
that makes the difference; and therefore that 
muſt be obſerved: ſcethe perſon be right. And 
therefore you ſhall inde pſal.4.3. Devid makes |pal, 4.3, 
' that the ground, why hs praiers ſhould be heard, 
ſaith hee, be yee ſwreth:ic God bath choſen to him- 
ſelfe the godly man. And when I call vpon him, I 
ſhall be heard: for that is the ground that hee | 
takes to himſclfe, that hee ſhall be heard, that 
{ Gop hath choſcn to hi:uſclte the godly man. As 
| if he ſhould ſay, I am of the number ; and there- oY 
| fore you that are my encmies, and thinke to pre- | 
| vaile againſt me,I teare you not ; for I pray to a| | 
; Go.p that will defend mee, Iam a godly man, 
j and vpon that ground I belceue that my prayer 
1s heard: Beloved, otherwiſe, though we pray, 
and pray hard, yer our finnes cry lowder then | 
our prayers, they cry dowane our prayers, they = 
make a greater noiſe then chey, that the noiſe that * pf 
| Our {inncs make is like thg noiſe of a Thunder, | F 
-5. M4 * when * 
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x Tin, 148, 


| whenthe noiſe of our praiers is bur like the crack» 


ling of thornes, that it cannot be heard for the 


| notle that ſin makes in the eares of the Lox ». 


Thus it is,in this caſe, when we come before God 
in our finnes, when a man comes into his preſence 
in his vnregeneracy. 

Bur this is not all,. but likewiſc, a men thart is 
within the Covenant, may haue a particular fin, 
(as you heard heretofore) that may intercept his 
prayers, and that may hinder the bleſſing ; So 
that, that ſinne muſt be removed, beforc his pra- 


|.yers can be heard. Iris true, the ſenne abides in 
the houſe fer ever, but yet rhe ſonne may commit 


ſuch an offence, that his father may vſc him as a 
ſcrvant,: hee may denie his requeſts, and refuſe 
them , when hee comes to fceke any thing at his 
hands. And thcerefore,there muſt be a particular 


muſt bee removed,. and done away, that ſtands 
in the way, And therefore, this Mcthod the 
Saints haue kept incalling vpon Go: See in Da- 
ziel,and Ezra,all of them,for the moſt part, when 
rhey make any compleat prayer,we fee,ſtill they 


Andthe reaſon of it is, that their perſons might 
be cleare, and innocent, thatthoſe ſfinnes might 
be removed, which would ſtana in their way; 
| and likewiſc,that is a ground of that in the x1 Tam. 
1.8. ſaith the Apoſtle there, 7 wzll,that Prayers be 
made inallplaces, that you lift up pure hands without 
wrath 4d doubting : The meaning 1s this, not 


onely, that a man be withinthe Covenant, bur 
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begin with humiliation,and confeflion of ſfinnes. 
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that he be clenſed from all particular ſfinnes, that 
might cleaue to him, .and. hang vpon him. As, 
for example, when thou wouldeſt be accepted of 
Go »,it there be any particular fin hang onthee, 


| 


tance; and beſides that, ſee whar the Scripture 
rakes notice of, when a man comes to pray, his 
heart muſt be cleanſed from pride, (for God reſift's 
the proud ) his heart muſt be brought to an hun1- 


that muſt bee removed by renewing thy repen- | 


ble diſpoſition; likewiſe it muſt be cleanſed from 
wrath, hee muſt ifs vp pare hands without wrath ; 
that 1s oft required: Matth.s . Leane thine offering, 
and goe and mikepeace with thy brother. So likewilc 
trom vnthanktfulneſle ; our prayers are not ac- 
cepted, except we be thankfull for mercies recet- 
ved. Thelike wee may ſay of every paiticular 
caſe : wee muſt be carcfull to cleanſe our {clues 
trom all finfull luſts, and corrupr affections, that 
they haue not dominion in our hearts; bur that 
we lift vp pure hearts, andinnocent hands, and 
chats the firſt thing that is required; that the 
[2 perſon be right, that is, not onely that hee bee 
withinthe. Covenant, bur likewiſe that thoſe par- 
ticular finnes be removed, that may be an impe- 
diment to his prayers. 


pare hands without wrath and doubting. Y ou know 
that in 1ames: Let himaske of God, tet him aske in 
faith, and waver nor. So chat,though prayer be the 
key to open Gods treaſures, yet faith is the hand 
that turnes the 


The ſecond thing required is faith; Tife wp| 


key,without which it will doe no | 


Mat; $.23,24- 


2 Requiſite or 
condition 1s. 
faith, 
Iames1.5,6, , 
Simile, 


Rook :c: 


7 S z & 4 d > > « . - - me , 
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lam, 


Why the Lord 
requireth faith 
in prayer. 


| 


2 
Is 6, 


| and {eeke to him, and doe not reſt ypon him, we 


Atwoſold faith 
required in our | 
pr ayers. 


 onely vneven in the bnſineſle of prayer,. ſome- 


| things ; He is like « wane, he is not conſtant; and| 


Now the Lo x v requires faith; partly,for his 
owne ſake, he ſhould not otherwiſe be acknow- } 
ledged,if you did not truſt him, when you.come 
to {ceke him, if you did not reſt vpon him. Be- 
ſides, hee ſhould looſe lus glory ; for inthis wee 
glorific him, when we truſt him, and we diſhe- 
nour him, when we diſtruſt him; when we come, 


diſhonour him. 

Beſides in regard of vs hee requires faith, and 
will not heare vs without it; becauſe, as-it -is 
Iames.1.6.inthe ſame place, where faith is requi- | 
red, there is good reaſon why it 15 required ; for, 
ſaith the Apoſtle there, hee that beleewes wor, or he | 
that wavers, he is like & wane of the Sea: that is, 
lomerimes in his prayer hee is very earneſt, as a 
waue-that ſwells high; ſometimes againe he will 
be.nothing at all; yea,faith the Apoſtle,he 1s not 


times earneft and forward, and ſometimes giving 
over againe, off and on, but ſuch a man 1s vn- 
ſtable in all his-wayes;for he that truſts. G © Þ», 
will be carefull, not onely in-prayer,butto keepe 
all his wayes right, but hee that truſts him nor, 
wavers in cvery thing ; hes (it may be) diligent 
in prayer, he-wiil looke to his wayes for a time, 
but he reſts not vpon G © Þ, he reſts vpon other 


therefore faith is required... Now, - when I ſay 
faith -is required, know this, that there is adouble 
faith required in our prayers.to G © ». | 

The one is a faith ip the providence of Go »,} 


lt. 


————— — ——_ 


\the-other is afaith'1n his promiſe. : Fir it, 


—— ns. on 


—— 
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Firſt, I ſay, faith in the providencc,which is a 
thing of much moment, -and we are aptto forget | 
it.. We ſce it cleerely, Pſal.146. Bleſſed is he that | 
truſts ix the God of Tacob, 56. who made beaven, and 
| £4114, 414 the Sea, who keepes Covenant, and mercy for 
ever ; you ſee faith there required in the provi- | 
dence;he made heaven and earth,the ſea; is he ſuch a 
Go », whois able to bring great things to paſle; 
for he made heaven and earth; andis he nor able 
to doe any thing befides 2 

Secondly, there muſt be a faith inthe promi- 
ſes, as is expreſſed in the other words, hee keeperh 


f-& of it: You ſee when Aertha and Mary came 


r-ady enongh to doe it, ( there was faith in. his | 
w1illingneſle) but they wanted faith in his provi- 


ſ— 


Lo  », laith ſhe, hee hath beene inthe graue fore 
&ayes ,, as if ſhe had ſaid,ſurely now it cannot bee 
done, if thou hadſt come ſooner, it might haue 
| beene brought to patle,ſo ſhe beleeved him to be 
willing, but there wanted faith in the providence 

Againe, as here faith in the providence was 
wanting, ſo we ſee, inthe Leper, there was faith 
in the providence,(it may be,the other was wan- 
[ting, but thar is nor expreſſed, it is more proba- 
{ ble he had both) L © x Þ, if thow wilt, thow caſt 
mcke me whole. Here was an evidence of faith in 
the providence, he acknowledgeth his power,sf 
thou wil, thon canſt make mee whole; but becauſe 


no 
* -3 


Covepaut for ever. So likewiſc,to expreſle the de- | 


to Chr: toraiſe Lezxrw, they belccved he.was | 


dence; for A4ary.comes to him , and. tells him, |. 


Cunx xs r didanſwere him, .it is likely he had 
wi” 1 faith: 


Plal,146, 5,6. 
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ke et 


©" faith 


may be ſtreng- 


faith in the promiſe roo; ſo, I ſay, there muſt be 
| 


| [ceke and yee ſhall finde, knocke and it ſhill beeopened 


þ 


4 faith, firſt, in the providence , {econdly, there 
muſt be a faith alſo in the promiſe of God: you 
haue ground enough for that, you haue his ſure 


word for it; he hath ſaid, ke and yee ſhall haxe, 


is you; and whatſoever you aske, if it bee according 
ts his will, it ſhall be dene to you. So that is the thing 
wee arc chicfly to looke ynto, to conſider this 
faith in Gods pronule; for men are ready t9 ſay, 
[ doubtnot but God is able, but all the queſtion 
is, whether-he be willing orno: And therefore, 
if wee will have our prayers ſtrong, and preva- 
lent, we muſt be carctull to ſtrengthen our faith 
in his promiſe: for,as that is ſtrong,ſo our pray- 
crs doe more prevaile with God. Itis a matter 
of much moment, and therefore wee will ſhei 
briefly how your faith may be ſtrengthened, and 
likewiſe how you may know it. 

Firſt, you ſhall ſtrengthen your faith, if you 
contider the nature of God. Beloved, this is a 


thened in pra= 
yer. 

From Gods At- 
tributes. 

| Whichare of 
tvyo ſorts 

1 Abſolute 


= SA 4 Foe dS. > 44.4 


vpon him, & ſtrengthening our faith from them) 


great cauſe why wee beleeve not the promiſe of 
God, and his rcadineſle to helpe vs in diſhcult ca- 
ſes ; becauſe wee are ignorant of the nature of 
God,ot the Attributes of Ged, or at leaſt, we doe 
not conſider them. For example, (that I may 0- 
pen it to youa little, and ſhew you the way of 
making viſe of the Attributes of God, in calling 


conſider, firſt,the Iuffice of God, (I will giue you 
examples, how the Saints hauc ſtil] ſtrengthened 


their faith from Gods Attributes)Dawid viedthis 
CW Argument, 


"ey "I" Fa n PS TW”; CIV <I > Tye mn T 
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_ {wrong,and thou art juſt:G © Þ cannot deny this, 


[great meanes to ſtrengthen our faith. And there- 


ex 


j® 
&. 
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Argument, Lora,thou art Tuſt,T am Innocent; when 
{ he telleth G © Þ of his Iuſtice, and -withallexpreſ- 
ferh his owne innocencte, it is a ſtrong Argy- 
ment. Davi4,you lee, victh it oft, (I necde not to 
'name particulars)L8rd reward me according tomine 
' Innocencic, oc. thou knoweſt I amrighteous, and. 
' mine enemies haue done me thus, and thus much 


for itisa ſtrong argument, that is taken from 
fuch an attribute. . 

So againe, the goodneſſe of G © »; Lord thou art 
full of mercie ; on the other fide, 1 amfall of mai- 
ſery: and when theſe are pur together, 1t is a 


| 


fore,we ſee, David often expreſſeth his owne ca- | 
lamitie, his diſeaſe, how he was oppreſled by c- | 
nemies,and flandered, &c. and G © » s mercie, 
that is the ground of ir, Go Þ is full of compaſſion ; 
as if he ſhould ſay,thou arrfull of goodnefle,and 
I am in calamitic, and miſerie, at this time, and | 


his faith. . 


glory;when we make an Argumentthus,Lox », 
thou haſt an eye to thy glorie, and I aime at thy ; 
glory: Inſuch a requeſt,it is a ſtrong prevailing | 
argument with him. You know, Meſes prevai- | 
led with him, when he ſought the ſaving of the | 
whole people of Jſrael, L o  b, faith he, zhy name 
will be polluted,what will the Heathen ſay ? and fince | 
I aime at thy glory in it, deny me nor. And like- 

wilt Ezckias, and. David, they viethe ſame Ar- 

» 


that was an argument whercby hee ſtrengthened | 


| 
 Soagaine, another attribute of G © Þ is, his | 3.Glory, 


| gSUMEnt 


—— 


1 Juſtice, 
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4.Power, 


2 Chro, 14.11. 


| 
2 Chro,10.13 


5. Vnchangea- 


—_ 


| olory be given to thee in the graue 2 ſhall we be] 


' from Go » s glory,and our aime at his glory, 1s: 
| another meancs to ſtrengthen our faith. 


87 few,and we reft vpon thee: as if he ſhould ſay, 


| power of Go d. 


gumentto G © »,ſball the du ft praiſe thee? ſhall any 


able to doe any thing for thy honour, when wee 
are dead © So thatthe Arguments thatare taken} 


Moreover,the power of G © », that is another 
Attribute, whereby we may conceiue the ſame} 
Argument,as betore, when we goe to G © », and 
cxpreile our weaknes,and his power; L o x p,we 
are weak, weare able to doe nothing;Lox »,thou| 
art almighty, thou madeſt heauen and earth, it 1s 
a ſtrong Argument to prevaile with him. So,we 
lee, Aſa prevailed with God,z Chron.14, Oh Lord, 
ſaith he, #5. 55 all ezze with thee to helpe with many 


we are exceeding few, .we are exceeding weake, 
weare able to doe nothing, bur thon art able to 
doe it, with afew, as well as with:a great multi-} 
tude; there he puts them together. And the like 
we haue of Iehoſaphat, Lord, we hane no ſtrength, to 
ſtand before oar enemies, but our eyes are to thee, As | 
if he thould.ſay, thou haſt ftrength and power c- 
nough, thou art able to doe it, though we are vn- 
able. Thisis another Argument taken from the 


bleneſſe. 


Againe,the wnchengeableneſſe of.G o v. When 
one comestothe.Lo x », and ſhall ſay to him,} 
Lo x »v, thou haſt done thus and tlus in former| 
times for thy ſervants;Lox p,thou haſt done thus 
.and thus for me, in another caſe; and thou art vn- 
changeable, thou artthe ſame Gop:thisis a great 
© 2 meanes 
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eanes to ſtrengrhen our faith : as you know, 
itis in your Law-ſuits ; when you haue a preſi- 
dent, it addes ſtrength to the cauſe,and when we 
haue preſidents for this, it will adde ſtrength to 
vs,and that ſtrength is taken from Gods vnchan- 

eablenes:1t we put them together, L o x », thou 
art vnchangeable, Lo x », thou haſt done it to | 
other men, in the like caſe, thou haſt done it 
ro mee alſo in the like caſe; it is a ſtrongjar- 
gument, and and an argument that Dau:d victh: 
You ſee how he 1s ſtayed by it, Pſal.22.4. Lord, 
our fathers truſted in thee,: and were delivered, they 
truſted in thee, aud were not confounded. As. if. hee 
ſhould.ſay, L o.x Þ, thou art vnchangeable,thou 
 heardeſt them in the ſame caſe, wherthey rruſt- 
ed inthee; now,it is my caſe, and therefore I be-| 
ſeech thee to helpe me in my.diſtreſle. | 
Againe,the faizhſulneſſe of God,the fidclitie of 
 God,that is another of his Attributes : and when 
we make. our Argumentthus, L o-z », thouart 
faithfull, andT truſt in rhce, it is a ſtrong argu- 
ment, you know.,it 1s an argument that prevailes 


wes 


mee, I muſt not deceiue him :. Now the Lox ». 
keepes Covenant, and mercic for ever. . When 
we come, and vie this to him, Lo x », thou art- 
faithfull thou haſt ſaid, thou wilt keepe Cove- 
nant, and mercy for cver,. thou canft not doe o-. 
therwiſe,itis thy nature, thou canſt not _ thy. 
(elfe,and 1 reſt on thee,I depend on thee,in fuch a 
caſe, it cafe,it cannot be, the L © z » ſhould faile. 


much with men. A mans zeady to fay, he truſts | 


Vs; If a man will not faile ong that truſts in him, 


bh —_— 


certainly ' 


A 


Pſal. 22,4, 


| 
6. Faithfalnes, |. 
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1, Relatinc. 


| other depend vpon vs, one that is ours, that is an 


| prevaile with G © », the meaning is indeed, that 


certainly the L o x ». will not, andthar is an ar- 
2ument that is vcd oft, rhou never faileſt them} 
| thattruſt thee. | 
Then, beſides the abſolute attributes of Gop, 
| conſider his relariue attributes: he 1s a Father,and 
i a Maſter:itisa ſtrong argument,thar is taken from 
| theſe. If we goe to the Lo & v,and fay,Lo x », 
| thou art a father, thou art a Maſter, thou art a 
| husband ; wiither ſhould the children goe, but 

ro their farher 2 whither ſhould the wife goe,but 
tro her husband? whither ſhould rhe ſervant goe, | 
but to their Matter, to their Lords Lo x »v,thou 
haſt commanded vs to provide for our owne,and 
hee is worſe then an Infidel that provides not for his 
| owne. Lox v, webclong to thee, we arc thine. 
| We ſee, David victh this Argument, that G o » 
hath made him. Y ou haue it oft in the P{alms,thar 
' Go » hath made him, not onely his Creature, 


| but had made him againe , hee was his ſervant, 


| I am: thy Servant, he oft vieth this Relative, that: 
Gov washis Govp, and that hee was Go Dvds 
ſervant , one that did belong to him, and that 


| dependance, and ſeeking to Geo d, isa great 
meanes to winne him to vs. When wee ſee an 


| cffectuall motiue with men: the ſame js as preva- 
\Jent with Go »; and therefore may ſtrengthen; 
our faith. Now, when I ſay theſe Arguments 


they prevaile with vs, they ſtrengthen our faith, 
| they enable vs to belecue, that Go Þ is ready to 


[9s 'v je ns 


did depend vpon him. And ſurely (my Beloved)| 


helpe | 
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|rity, When-a mancalls vpon Gov, and his 


| you know,in that caſe, the /ooked 0 mmwve ſad, be- 
cauſe ſhce truſted in Go Þ; ſhee belecved the 


[and ſecure in him. 


jout:and what was the reaſon of it © ' becauſe ſhee 
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it; becauſe then wee are prepared, we can then 
pur vp our deſires in the prayer of faith ; other- 
wilc, they are put vp with doubting, and rhart 
makes them vnacceptable to G.o Þ, . and vneffe- 
ctuall. And now,as I haue ſhewed you thc way, 
!ulikewiſcina word, we will ſhew you when we 
doe pray 1n faith; (for that is a thing that 1s very 


helpe vs , and when wee beleeue it, and truſt , 
 vpon him, then indeed Go Þ is ready to ſecond 


victullyyou ſhall know it by this;(for I adde thar, 


becaule I lee the Scripture requires ir, as ſuch a | 


be accepted, be it done tothee according to thy farth, 
iris every where inculcated) you ſhall know in 
by the quietnefſe of your minde, and your fecu- 


mande is quict in it, it is a ſigne that he beleeues, 
and truſts in him, it is a prayer of faith. Hannah, 


thing ſhould be done : and thcrefore,it you finde 
ſolicitude, and perplexity in your mindes, it is a | 
{1gne that your prayers want ſo much faith ; for 
if you did reſt vypon G © v, you would be quicr, 


Secondly, if you doe beleeue, you will conti- 
nue in prayer. You know, lit was an argument of} 
the faith of the woman of Cawaar, that ſhe conti- | 
nued, that ſhe would take no deniall; though the 
Lo x v denied her, and pur her off, yer ſhee held 


maine condition , without which a man cannot | 


b- 


belceved that he was the ogne of David, that he 
Gr”. was: 


How vyee may 
know that vve 


prayin faith, 
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' was mercifull , and thar hee would heare in the 
| end. So that continuance 1n prayer, it 1s an argu- 

ment we doe belceue the Lo « »v. As a man that 
Sizzile, | beleeues, that ſuch a man is within the houſe 

| whom he deſires to ſpeake with, he is content to 
wait long.Or one,that hatha ſuit,and heknowes 
that he ſhall haue an end of it, at this time, hee 
will never giue over: So it is in this caſe , if wee 
belceue, we wtll be content to waite, he that be- 
leenes,will not make haft ;becaule he truſts in Gop : 
and depends ypon him. 

Likewiſe,an argument of faith is a diligent vſe | 
of thoſe meanes that G o Þ hath preſcribed, and 
no other. And {o we haue ſhewed you twothings | 
that are required in prayer: That the perſon muſt 
be righteous,and within the Covenant: Second- 

ly, faith 1s required,. and likewiſe how this 
faith is wrought, both in his providence, 
and in his. promifes, and likewiſe 
how we ſhall know.,. whether 
our prayers be the pray- 
crs. of taith,or no. . 
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Pray continually. 


a H = next condition required in 
' prayer is ferwencie ; you know the | 
place , the prayer of the righteous 
 prevailes much, if it bee fervent. The 

pegwwe Lox requires this qualificati- 
on in 1 prayer, becauſe it puts the heart into a 
holy”, and ſpirituall diſpoſition : for. it is not. 
fimply:the making of the requeſt, that Go »/ 
lookes for at our hands, but ſuch a working 


| vpon our hearts by prayer, ſuch a bringing of 


them to a,good frame of grace,by that duty,that 
thereby weare more fitted to recciue the mercy, 


Iz 2 j that 


SA 
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3 Condition | 
required in 
prayer is fer- 
vency, 

Iames 5,16 
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|tue of that fervencie the heart is made better : 


. |whena man comes to Go v witha requeſt, like 
Simile:. ; 


cauſe they are not fitted, he requires continuance | 


doe. 


that before we were not. When a man is fervent 
|in prayer, it ſers al the whceles of the ſoule the 
| right way,it-puts the heart into a holy, and ſpirt- 
tuall diſpoſition and temper; ſo thatthe Lo x » 
[ſees it now fit to beſtow mercy vpon ſuch a man, 
[thar before was vnfit, by reafon of his vnto- 
wardnefle, and ſtubborneile of heart, by reaſon: 
of that vncleane and. vnholy diſpoſition, that he 
ſaw in him. And therefore hce will haue prayer 
fervent, not ſo much becauſe the very fervency 
| of prayer irſelte is reſpected, but becaule by ver- 


the requeſt of the patient to the phyfirian , it may 


askes things that are pleaſant, and agrecablc to 
him ; not becauſe he is vnwilling to giue them, 
bur becauic lis body. muſt be brought into ano-; 
ther teniper; he muſt cakea vomit, or a purge,that 
perhaps 1s grievous to him,butthis muſt be done: 
before he be fit to recetueſuch cordialls : ſo the} 
Lox o doth with his ſervants, though hee be: 
willing to beſtow{uch mercies on them, yet,be-: 


| in prayer, and fervencie ih it. 'Therefore,we ſay. 
in prayer all the graces of Go » s ſpirit are ſet 
on worke, and the more fervent the prayer is, 
the more they-are intended, the more they. are 
acted, the more they are increaſed, and therefore 
the Lo x Þ is moved by this fervencie,. to be- 
ſtow/a mercy on vs, that otherwiſe he would not 


be the phyſitian denies long , when the patient] 


. 


Bur, 


_—e __w—c rw... 


| health, it may be his ſicknes increaſeth vpon him 
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But now all the queſtion 1s what this ferven- 
Cle is 7 
\ You ſhall find itvſually expreſſed inthe Scrip- 
[rures by ſuch metaphors as theſe, crying to the 
| Lordywreſtling with the Lord, ſtriving with him,and 
giving himworeſt, wherein theſe two things are | 
to be marked. | 
Firſt, a man is ſaid then to be fervent, when he 
puts all his ſtrength to prayer, when hee 1s very 
earneſt, and importunate with the Lo « », when 
hee ſtriues, and contends with him, though he 
tinde many difhculties, and impediments, yet he 
breakes throughall, this is to be tervent in pray- | 
cr,to be importunate with the Lox v. For exam-. 
ple, whena man comes to pray,and findes many | 
diſcouragements, and findes himſelte guilty of 
many ſinnes, and findes little holincfle, he hath 
but feeble faith to his owne ſenſe,he tindes much | 
deadnefle of ſpirit, yer he continues inſtant not- 
withſtanding, and when likewiſe hee doth not | 
not onely finde theſe impediments in himſelfe, 
'but he findes the L o « Þ exceeding backward to 
che thing, either giving no an{were, turning the 
deafe care to him,or it may be giving a contrary 
anſ{wer,as to the woman of Canaan. 
| 


As for example,when a man comesto pray for 


F 


more, when he prayes to overcome ſuch a luſt or 
remptation, it may be, it is doubled vpon him; 
when hee praycs for ſuch a deliverance, it may 
be, the oppreſſion growes more and more, as it 
was with the Tſraclizes, when they ſought for de- 
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Cautions a- 
bout fervency, 
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That it bee a 
fruit of faith, 
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liverance , the oppreſſion grew greater : now 
'|ro holde out , notwithſtanding this , and to 


cill he had obtained the thing he {ought for. So | 


th 


continue in praycr,and to outwraſtle Go » init, 
though he ſceme backward to the requeſt; this is 
to be fervent in praycr. 

Secondly,fervency 1s not onely loud pray ing, 
but continuall knocking,wnhen a man 1s not onley | 
importunate with the Lo « », but he continues 
long, he will not giue over , till he haue got the | 
bleſſing. You know, lecobs fervencie was ſeen? jn | 
that, that he continued all night, hee wreftled with | 
the Lord. What was the reaton that he wreſtled? 
he would zz: let him goe, til hze had got the bleſſing, 


[ ſay, this carnzſtnefſe, and continuance in pray- 
er,thc breaking through all difticules, this 1s to | 
wraſtle withthe Lo « »o : for, all wraſtling, and : 
ſtriving, you know, ſuppoſeth ſome oppoſition | 
on the other part. Indeed, it there were no oppo- 
fition, it were a ſmall thing ; but I fay,when the | 
Lo x » is moſt backward, when the thing is moſt | 
improbable, when there is much difhculrtie, that | 
you know not how it ſhould be brought to paſſe, | 
yet you continue ſtriving, and giue the Lox» no | 
reſt, you will not giue over, this is fervency in 
praycr,and this is a condition that the Lox» re- 
quires. Onely theſe rwo Cautions muſt be re- 

membred, that we miſtake not this fervency. 
Firſt, remember, 'fervencie, if it be right, it 
muſt be a fruit of faith : for there is a fervencie 
that comes not from faith, but from a naturall 
feare of want, when a man is indeede as a _ | 
J By enat } 
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| not all this clamour and carneſtneſſe, if they be 
j onely expreſſions of ſuch wants, if they be onely 
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that 1s pinched, which, you know, will cry excce 
ding loud, not becauſe it lookes for helpe, bur | 
becaule it is pinched : {o any creature,or man na- ' 
turally will vie importunity, when he wants any 
thing, he will þc carneſt in his requeſts, ſuch ter- 
vency the Lox » regards not,becauſc there is no 
| more but a meere expreſſion of naturall deftres, 
there is no holineſle in it, there is no fire of thc 
ſpirit, bur when this 1s added to ir, that there is 
not onely a ſcnſe of the thing we want, but allo 
{ a hope of mercie, a ground to belccuc that I ſha!l 
| haue the thing granted, and ou: of this ground I 
am carneſt and importunate;now carneſtnefle is a 
fruit of faith, When Tzsvs Curisrt lived vpon 


j 
j 
] 


| him, and were eXxccccing importunate, ſome to | 


earth, when men came and cryed earneſtly vnto | 


caſt out, &c,we ſce his an{were was ſtill to them, 
be it to thee, (how? ) not according to their im- 
; Portunity, and fervencie, but according to their 


taith : as if he ſhould ſay, I heede not, I regard 


inthe ſenſe of ſuch neede, and no more; bur if} 
they proccede from faith, and that faith ſer you a 
worke to call vpon mee, beit unto thee accorang 
to that. For indeedc, theic two things niake vp 
 fervencie in prayer, ſcnſe of neede, and hope of 
| mercie, when a man hath faith and hope to in- 
creaſe his fervencie ; and it ariſcth from thar | 
ground, as well as out of the other, ( not thar I | 
| cxclude the other, for it is ay/ery great helpe, and 


be healed of their diſcaſes, ſome to haue devills | 
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2 Caution. 


| That it bemin- 


that which puts ſticks on the fire, as it were, to 
make our fervency the morc)l ſay from ſenſe of 
our need, when we conſider ſeriouſly what want 
we haue, and then adde this hope, and faith, 
when theſe two thall ſect you a worke, this fer- 
vency is a fruit of faith. This 1s one caution that | 
muſt be remembred. | 

Another caution is this, that your fervencic| 


{ oled with fin- 
| Cerity. 
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Notes 


be joyned with ſincerity ; for a man may be fer-! 
vent to obtaine ſuch and ſuch bleflings,as he may | 
begge at Go » s hand, very carneſtly, hee may 
aske credit, he may aske to haue guidance in ſuch 
a buſinefſe, he may aske wiſdome to bring ſuch 
4n ent-rpriſeto paſſe, hee may aske health, and 
continuance of life, but to what end? if it be that 
he may beſtow it vpon his luſts, if it be that he 
may lie more deliciouſly, that he may be {ome 
body morc in the world, that he may haue out- 
ward conveniences, ſuch as his fleſh deſires, if 
this be all, here this fervency is not regarded; 
not that theſe things are excluded, for the Lox v 
gives vs leauc to icecke our owne comforts, and 
you may be earncſt, and importunate, cven for 
the comfort it ſclfe, bur yetall theſe, if they be 


Rom. I2,131, 


'inotrue tervency : and therefore in Rom. 12.171. 


not capable of a further vie, if that be not inten-| 
' ded, but the abuſe of them, and an intent to vſe 
; them another way,the Lo x » hecdes itnor, it is| 


it is the exhortation of the Apoſtle, be fervent in 
| ſpirit ſerving the Lord ; when we many times it 
| may be, arc fervent in ſpiric ſerving our ſclues, 
we are fervent to aske ſuch and ſuch rcqueſts,out 
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of ends of our owne, as when a man defires able 
gifts, high gitts, to getglory, and to get wealth 
[to himſelfe, and nor to (erue his maſter, this 1s to 
aske the talent, not for his maſters vie, but for his 
owne vſc:doe you thinke the L o « Þ will heare 
{uch prayers? can you expect it at his hands? You 
ſhall fee the contrary diſpofition in the Saints ; 
when they were earneſt with the L o x Þ for any | 
thing, ſtill they expreſle that to him, and ſay, 
| Lo x v,we deſire not this for our {clues, bur for 
| thy glorie, that wee may vſe it for ſome good | 
| purpoſe, &c. Devid,when he was earneſt tor lite, 
when he was in fickneſſe, and doubted of his re- | 
| covery, what argument doth he vice Lok »,faith 
he, /balf thou haue glory from the grane ? As it hee 
ſhould ſay, if thou give me life, I will giue it thee 
againe, I will improue it, and husband it, to thy 
advantage, and notto my owne. And 1o Han- 
»ah, when ſhe was earneit for a ſonne, ſhe makes | 
this promiſe to the Lox ,that he ſhall be for him 
and his advantage; ſhe would dedicate him to his 
vie, and conſecrate him to his ſervice. So [acob, 
| {whenhe wascarneſt withthe Lox» to giue him 
; meate, drinke,and clothes, &c. L o « v,faith he, 
if thow doe, 1 will gine the tenth part to thee azaine. | 
ſay, when the heart is thus aiſpoſed in our fer- 
vencie, In our importunity, when wee aske any 
thing atthe Lok » s hands, that our conſcience 
tels vs within, that it we had it, we would beſtow 
it vponthe Lox Dd, wewould notabule it, we WES 
| would not ſpend it on our luſfts, it ſhould not be 
to ſerue our ſ{clues, bur toſgrueche Lon —_ 
P. all; 
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all, then our fervencie is rightly ordered. | 

; Condition | The next condition required, is hamility, as 
required in | Taz2es 4. The Lord giges grace tothe humble ; and} 
—__ au- | 2 Chren.7-14. If my people humble themſeines, and 
"#9 55d call Upon my name, then will I heare in heaven, and 


2 Chren:7, 14 | 2rant their requeſts. And throughout the Scrip-! 


 Reaoſnsvyhy | Biwes grace to the humble; becauſe ſuch a man is} 


quircd in pray- | recciue a mercie at G o Þ s hands. 


My 
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| tures, you ſee, thar this is a condition that the! 


| Lox b puts inevery where he hath reſpect to the 
low eſtate, 1ſay 66.2.1aith the Lon p,«ll theſe things 
| bane my hands mage,looking vp0o all the creatures, | 
the whole frame of them, they are all good, and: 
| I have reſpe& vnto them, bur, ſaith he, I regard 
'notall theſe in compariion of an humble hearr, 
| 60 him will 1locke that is of an humble, and contrite| 
| pirte ; whenthe Lo &« Þ lookes vpon our pray- 
Crs, if they came not from a broken heart, they 
' want that condition that. he lookes for : for hee} 


re- | Jittle in his owne eyes, and fit to be cxalted,firto 


| 


| You know,itisarule thatthe Lox Þ keepes| 
for ſuchas arc humble and low, ſuch he exalts ; 
thoſe that exalt themſelues he.puts downe. Now 
' whena man is little in his owne eyes, that par-| 
 vity, that ſenſe ef his owne vaworthinefle is a 
' prevailing argument with him ; and therefore 
| Gen. 32. Jacob victh that argument, when hee 
| Comes to put vp that petition, to bee delivered] 
| from Eſan; Lord, 1 amleſſe then all thy mercies ; 
' that is, take any of thy mercies, and put them in 

one end of the ballance, and put me in the other, 
and I am lefle then it, and lighter then it, take all 
| the) 
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the worth thatis in me, it 1s not heavie enough 
{for the leaſt mercic. Now, when hee was thus 
humbled, and little, and vile in his owne eyes, | 
the Lox » beſtowed that mercy on him, he was 
now. fitto recciue it. For Dav/d,when the Lox »Þ 
ſends him word by N:than, that he would build 
him a houſe for ever; ( you fee how hee expreſfled 
hinfelfe ) hee wenr into the houſe of the Lord, and 
ſate before him, and ſaid, Lord, what am Land what 
z5 may fathers henſe ? As it he ſhould lay,I was ta- 
ken out of the duſt,I vas one of the meaneſt men 
of /ſrael, and a man of no account, ot no worth, 
and yet thou haſt had reſpec vnto me thus farre, 
not onely to make me King over thy people, bur | 
to build my Kingdome, and my houle, .to make 
me a conftant houſe for ever. 1 fay, this ſenſe-of | | 
our owne vaworthinefle , it makes vs more fit to. | 
recciue the mercie, to bce exalted by receiving { 
{uch a requeſt, as we put vpto the Lo = », and 
therefore, thee regards the prayer of the hum- 
ble. 
Moreover, Gedgines grace #9 the humble, that is, 2 
he ſhewes favour to them, when they come and | 
aske any thing at his hands, becauſe an humble 
man will be ready to doe whatſoever he will : it | 
is an expreſſion vied of David, in As.2 22. be | agsrs, 
will dee whatſoever 1 will: that may. be ſaid of e- 
very humble man, hc is exceeding pliable to the 
Lo x.».s will, he is ready to doe whatſoever he | 
knowes to be his pleaſure, hee refiſts him in no- | 
thing. Now, when a man wiil doe whatſoever} | 
God will,the Lox v will be ready todo whatſloc- | 
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ver he will, he will be ready to ſay to him, as he 


did to the Canaanrte, Oh woman, beet to thee as 
thou wilt, When a man, onthe other ſide, reſiſts 
the Lord, ( as every proud man doth, faith the 
'rext) the Zordreſifts hin, the Lord reſiſts the proud, | 
( andgiues grace to the hamble. A reſiſting ſpirit cau- 
ſeth the Lord to refiſt our prayers ; and therefore 
ir 1s, that the Lord 1s ready to the humble man, 
| becauſe hee yeelds to the Zord in all things, and 
'whena man yeelds to the Zord, (take that tor a 
'rale) in obeying Gods commandements, God 
| will yeeld to vs in granting our petitions. 
Beſides, when the heart is humbled, and bro- 
ken, and contrite, it is anacceptable ſacrificeto 
the Lox d,which winnes it at his hands:he ſmells 
| a ſweete ſavour from ſuch a ſacrifice aboue all o- 
| ther; yea itis that which ſets a high price vpon | 
| every ſacrifice that we offer; the beſt prayers, 
' che beſt workes, that proceede not from an hum- 
ble heart,he regards them not: as ſal. 51, Lord, 
faith he, f 7 offer ſacrifice, thou wils not regard tt, 
but the ſacrifices of 4 contrice , and humble [pirzz, 
thoſe thou regardeſt , and thoſe ſacrifices that 
procccaec from it; when we come to make a pe- 
tition tothe Lo « p(it was the manner inthe old 
law not to come empty-handed) a proud perſon 
comes empty-handed, bur an humble perſon 
' comes with a facritice, and the beſt {acrifice; be- 
cauſe he ſacrificeth himſelfe, and his owne will, 
that is, he empties himſelfe of himſelfe, he opens 
a doore tothe L o xv to come, and dwell in him, 
when a proud man þarres him out ; ſuch a _ 
a ce|. 


E | His == ES a 
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ficetheLo x » is well pleaſed with, .and ſuch a _ 
facrifice ſpeakes for one, it makes way for his re- 
| queſts,and therefore the LoxD hearkensto it. 
Laſtly,the L o x -» is ready to heare thoſe that} +4 
arehumble, becauſe whatſoever they: .recciue, | 
they take it as of grace,and nor as debt: whereas |} 
2 proud man, a man that hath a good conceit of | 
himſelfe, a man that is lift vp in Ris OWNEC opini- 
on, thinkes it'to be due, hethinkes there is {ome | 
| {correſpondence betweene his works,andthe wa- 
| ges. You know whatis ſaidof the Phariſe, that}, 1. 2 
| rhe Publican went awa) iuſtified rather then he. Why ; 
ſo 2 Becauſe the Pablices thought himſclfe wor- 
thy of nothing. And therefore Ez:&.36.31.when| Ezct.36. z1. 
the Lok » promiſeth thoſe great merciesto his | | 
people, he requires this condition of them, that 
they ſhould acknowledge themſelues worthy to be de- | | 
flroyed. When a man hatha fenie.of his owne.; | 
vnworthinefle, and ſocomesto the Lo x », and | 
[askes it as of meeregrace and mercy, that is a: | 
great motiue to prevaile with him: for he is very | 
carcfall of that: you know in Dewt.$. 11+ how 
wary:the Lo « d was ingiving this rule to.them; | Denr:8. 12 - 
take heede when then commeſt 1m19i' that: good land, | 
thinke not to ſay with thy ſclfe, the Lord hath dowe this | 
| fer my owne righteouſueſſe : no, ſaith he, [ hawe not | . 
Hon 3t for that, but for my Covenant whith I made | 
ith abraham, 1ſaat,and Taceb, that is, for my owne 
names ſake, - for my mercies ſake, for the cove- : 
nant that I confirmed with them,thatis the cove-| ] 
[iahtin Teſus Chiiſt;therefore I haue done it,and |} (£O 
_ [noofor your owne righteguſpes. So. you lee I 
u | 11S -.. ; 
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5s Condition 
required in 
prayei 15, to 
ſanaifie the 
Lord in our 
hearts. 


| xt Tim:33$, 


_ 


rTT, 


this 1s a condition the L o « Þ will haue obſerved] 


| with a common fire, ( when they ſhould haue | 


| 


| bled, thata man belittle, and vile in his owne 


| him ; when the hearr is ſo diſpoſed, hee giues } 


me. When we come to call vpon the Lo « v, we 


{drawing neere , wee muſt ſantifie him in our 


_ 
COOAIICS 


in our calling vpon him,that our hearts be hum- 


eycs, that he come with a broken, and contrite 
heart, pliable to him inall things, ready to obey 


grace, that is, he ſhewes favour, lic is ready to: 
grant our requeſts. 

Thenext condition required in prayer 1s, that 
wee ſantFific the Lord in our hearts. You know, | 
when Nedeb and Abibs drew neere vnto him 


brought ſuch fircas came from heaven,holy fire) | 
the L 0: » deſtroyed them,and he giues this rea- 
ſon. for 1 will be ſanF#ified in thoſe that dyaw xeere to | 


know, then wee come neere to him, and in ſuch 
hearts, that is, we muſt conceiue him to be, as he | 
is,moſt holy:jnow it the L © x.» be moſt holy,if 
he that is vncleane and impure,and vaholy, ſhall | 
come neere him, hee fanctifies not the Lo x »f 
Go », (thatis)he.comes notto him astoa moſt 
holy G © »,buthelookes vpon him,as if he were} 
a common perſon; and therefore whenſoever 
| they.came to offes a ſacrifice, in the old law,they 
| were firſt purtficdzif any man were vncleane,and 
| ſhould os ce, he was to be cut off from | 
his peo ple.;Therefore, to ſanRtifie the L ox vin! 
| our hcarts, is to come with holy. hearts,as inthe: 
firſt of Tim..2.8. it is the charge that the Apo- 


tle gives there, {ifs wp pure bands. withowt wrath 
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or doubting ; lift vp pure hearts, and innocent, 
| hands, without wrath, or doubting. 
You will ſay vnto me what is this holineſſe? | Queſt. 
Beloved,it is nothing but a ſequeſtring, or ſe- | Anſw. 

perating of any thing froma common vie, and | Helinesvrhar 
appropriating it to G o » alone, that is holineſſe. 
.You know, whatſoever was holytothe Lo x », 
in the Temþle,or otherwiſe, whether it were ho- 
ly veſſels, or holy men, as the Prieſts, it was ſe- 
perated from all other vſes,and made peculiar to 
him, and to hisſ{ervice. Now the heart of a man |} 
is holy then, when it is withdrawne from all | 
; things elſe,and peculiar tothe Lox alone. Asa| J, ., 
chaſt wife is to her husband, whoſe affections are | _ 
beſtowed vpon him, and no other perſon elle; fo | 
when the heart is tothe L o « » alone, when alt | 
the affetions are intent vpon him, and beſtowed 
! {| vpon him, and vpon none clfe,this is to haue the | 
| heartholy to him. So that now he that will haue | 
[an cyc vpon credit, vpon vaine glory ,. vpon } 

wealth, vponhis lufts,, vpon any thing beitdes 
{the Lo x »,that the heart is wedded to it, that ke 
beſtowes any part of that conjugall affection vp- 
on it, thar ſhould be wholly the Lo x o s, this } £ 
| man is an vnholy man, his heart'is not holy:for it 

is not ſequeſtred from other things, and conſe- 
crated to him alone :. for thar is to be holy. 

And as the heart muſt be holy,ſo-muit the pra- 
yer be holy. When a man prayes to the Lo xD. 
with reſpe& vnto him, and hath an eye vpon | 
| him,and nothing elſe comes in to take away part | | | | 
'of this prayer ; if by-reſpe,z and worldly, and 
L carnall | 
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Heb. 10. 


carnall thoughts come ingand ſet.you on work to 


' { are vnholy. So that is the holines then in ſeeking 


{riedtotheLo x v,and his will I be alone, I will 


| rouched any vncleane thing, hee remained vn- 
/ | C at | 


pray,now theſe hauc a portion & intereſt in your 
| mon. they are not peculiartothe Lox »d. the 
9 y n P 5 y 


the Lox », when we are knit, and wedded to him, 
when one takes this. reſolution to himſelfe, I am 
the Lox ys ſervant, and him will I ſerue,I am not 
the ſervant of man,nor of any creature, Iam mar- 


withdraw my heart from all things elſe. So like- 
wiſe when a man prayes, ſo that his ſoule is in- 
tent vpon the L o x », and vponnothing beſides, 


ried tohim,this is to ſeeke to him in holines,this 
is to ſantifie the Lo & v in our hearts. 

And laſtly, ifthere be any conſcience of /inme, 
( that phraſe I finde vied in Heb. 10.) that is, if 
there be an cvill conſcience, ifa man be conſcjous 
to himſelfe of any ſinne that ts vnrepented of, 
ſuch a man cannot pray, that makes him vnholy: 
| if there be any ſinfull luſt yer living in him, that 
|is, vnmortified in him, which is not waſhed a- 
; way, fucha manis vnholy: yea, my Beloved, 
| the Saints themſelues, when they ſinne againſt 
i Go Þ, as you heard heretoforc, they arc ſuſpen- 
| ded from the covenant; though they be within 
| the covenanr, yet they are ſuſpended from recei- 
| ving the benefit by it, rhat otherwiſe they might 
| haue: till that finnc be waſhed away, they. are 


not holy. A Prieſt, or one that. was holy, if he 


e 


| praters,they make your praiers profane and com-| 


when the whole ſtreame of his aftettions are car-| 
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holy, till he was waſhed, though otherwiſe hee 
Were holy habitually , wholly dedicated to | 
G o d s ſervice; ſo itmay be with thoſe, that are 
within thc covenant,though thou be a holy man 


_—_—_— 


practiſe of the Saints; when they ſought the 


yer, if thou touch = , that 1s, if thy heart bee 
polluted with any 11nne , of one kinde or other , 

as long as that remaines , thou art vnholy. If 
thou come now , and feeke tothe Lon Dd, you, 
know what the judgment was in the old law,ſuch' 
4 one was.to bee cut off from his people, And 
therefore, you ſhall finde, this was the conſtant 


Lo x Þ for any ſpeciall mercy , they began with 
taking paines with their owne hearts, with hum- 
bling themſclucs for their owne finnes , and the 
{1nnes of the people: as we know, Dexieland Ez. 
rs, and Devia,in their prayers, ( I neede not ſtand 
to giue you inftanccs ) and indeede ſo ſhould wee 


——_ 
— 


——_—L 


| 


4 


i 


{ king. of the Lox » , to come as a man vn- 
prepared , ro:drawe neere © him , except he be 


petition totheLox Dd. 

Firſt, let a man examine his heart and his life 
diligently , looke backe toall his former wayes, 
.conſider and goe through all the particulars ; ſee 
if there be any thing amiſle, if there bee any rin- 
cture of vacleanneſic yetlying vpon him, thart is 
not yet waſhed away, if there be any pollution, 
any defilement of fleſh , or ſpirit, and- let him 
know thar it is but labour loſt, it is a provo- 


cleanſed. | | 
| But you will ſay, how ſhgll webeclenfed ? | 
T0 7 I 


alwayes , when wc come with any requeſt, and 
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{ 
| r Cor;6, 9: 


; 


' 


} 
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thy ſinne be great, yet this will make thee pure, | 


{ if thou haue any finne, labour to be waſhed from 


| 


'vnto it, when hee makes his heart perfect, and | 


| Tanſwere, you are clenſed by renewing your | 
repentance, and ſprinkling the blood of Chrift : | 
when a man humbles himlclfe for his ſinne, and | 
cntreth into covenant with G o »p, nor to returne | 


ſincere with the L © x in that particular. 

And ſecondly, when he ſhall withall belecue, | 
that it is forgiven through Chriſt, - when hee is 
ſprinkled in his blood to waſh it away : though 


now thou art waſheJ, as it is in the 1 Cor. 6. 9. 
Now yet are waſhed, now you are ſanitified, now you 
are iuftificd: thercfore let nota man bee difcou- | 
raged in this caſe: for, I confeſle, there is no- | 
thing that giues ſuch a checke ro our prayers, 
that giues ſo many ſtabbs ro them '( as. 1t were ) 
that hinders vs in that duty, as the conſcience of 
{inne, when a man remembers ſuch and ſuch a 
ſinne he hath committed:yet be not diſcouraged; 
for the blood of Izsvs Cruxisr is ableto waſh | 
them away. Though a mans face be very fowlc, 
yet, you know, a baſen of cleare water will waſh 
itcleanc,and all the filth is gone : now the blood 
of Cux1sr is more effeuall to rench thy 
conſcience, and to purge it from dead workes, 
to take away, both the guilt of finne, and like- 
wiſe the power, and ſtaine of it. And therefore, 


that, that then thou maiſt cometo the Lo « », 

having thy heart ſprinkled from an cvill coaſci- 

ence, and thy body waſhed inpure water, as it ts 

Heb. 1c.22. Let vs drarp neere, faith the Apoſtle, 
of 
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|; aſſurance of faith: but how * having our bearts, 
ſprinkled from an evill conſcience : as if hee ſhould 
{ay, orherwiſe your drawing neere will be to no 
purpoſe, you ſhall but provoke the Lox v in| , 
drawing ncere,except you be thus ſprinkled, and | 
thus wathed, and thus purified. 
I, bur you will ſay to me, if this be required, | Obie. | 
who ſhall be heard in his prayers ?. for whocan 
| {fay his heart is pure, and his hands are innocent? 
| and if this be required,thar we muſt lift vp holy, | 
| and pure hearts, or elſe we ſhall not be accepted; | 
| what comfort ſhall wee haue in calling vpon the | 
Lox o, atany time 2 
To this I an{were, that to haue a pure heart, | 4yſw. 
15 not to be free from ſin,and from daily failings, | Wharitisto 
(forſoindeede none ſhould haye a pure heart) = DS 
but pureneſſe of heart, holineſfſe of heart is, to | | 
| haue our hearts ſprinkled from an evill conſcience, 
and io haut our bodirs waſhed with pure water, that 
15, to be purified before the Lord, is nothing elſe, 
bur to haue ſuch an habiruall diſpoſition, which | 
makes a man ready to waſh himſcife ſtill, though | 
| he be ſtill {potted with finne. So that this is 
the diſpoſition of a holy man; if a man thar 
| drawes necre to the Lio x v with a pure heart, 
; though he be ſtillſportcd , and polluted , and 
 dcfiled, yet hee hath an habituail diſpoſition, 
| he harh a principle within, hee hath a new na- | 
, ure within, that 1s {till working our that impuri- | 
| tc, and waſhing it away ; though ſtill he bce op- 
polcd, and aflaulred, and tempted, and ſometimes 
foiled, yer ſtill he reſiſts it , and fights againſt it ; | | 
k- Ez 29 as 
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Simale. 


{that he will ſuffer no finne to mingle with his 


nothing el{e , that hath no ſfinne mingled , that 


| 


as the 1ſraclices had a charge never to make peace 
with Amalcek; ſuch a diſpoſition is in ſucha man, 
he never makes peace with any finne ; though 
he be led captiue ſometimes by it, yet he yeelds 
nat to that captivity. This is to haue a pure heart, 
though his heart be defiled ſometimes, as a veſſel! 
will be fowle, yet he waſheth , and renſcth his 
heart,he never ſuffers it to continue muddie, and | 
vncleane,and in a filthy diſpoſition, but he hath 
a fountaine, a ſpring of grace within, that will 
worke out all impurity , as a ſpring workes out 
mudde : he that thus purifies himſelfe fill , 
thongh the fountaine be muddie , though there 
be many injetions , many temptations , many | 
luſts and finnes , yer, if he be purified himſelfe, 


heart ( as it were) to reſt there, and to abide, and | 
dwell there, to lye, and continue there, ſuch a 
man hatha pure heart. We ſay,that 1s pure,thar | 
1s full of it ſelfe, and will haue no heterogenes,no 

otherthing mingled with it, fuch a thing is pure, 
as pure oyle is nothing elſe but oyle. Now he 
that harh a pure heart, 1s not he that hath ſimply 


hath no drofſe mingled with his wine, but hee 
that ſuffers it not to reſt there ; but as oyle and 
water, when you jumble them together, ( as you 
know, when they are ſhaken together, they min- 
gle) yet the oyle workes out,and purthics it ſelte, 
it will not ſuffer it ſelfe to abide with the water . 
a man, that is regenerate, a man that & berze of 
| Goa, hath a ſeed remaining in him, though he doe 
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doth.not agree, hee doth not. mingle with thar 
ſinne, it harh no reſt in his heart, but he workes | 
| it out ina paſſion ; when he is ſhaken (as it were) 

when he is tranſported, when he is not himſelfe, 
there may be a mixture, and the fountaine, and | 


| ſhall wee diſtinguiſh then betweene theſe two, 


to himſelfe, ſtill he workes it oat; that is to have 
a pure heart, So that a man thus affected may 
come with boldneſle to the throne of grace, and 
not be diſcouraged ; what though thy ſinnes be 
many, and very great, and often repeated * yet, 
if thou finde in thy ſelfe ſuch a diſpoſition of 
pureneſle and holineſle, ſtill ro clenſe thy felfe, 
though thou be ſtill polluted and defiled, I can 
aſſure thee,thy heart 1s pure, thou maiſt goe with 
confidence to the throne of grace. 


objeted)why? but may not any carnall man ſay 
as much, he {innes againſt G © », and comes and | 
askes mercy, he comes and cries for forgiuenes, 

and ſaith he will finne no more, and yer he finnes | 
againe the next day, and aades drenkenneſſe to. 
thirft , that is, his finne and his repentance they | 
runne in a circle.,as drunkenneſle and thirſt? how | 


thar purifying diſpoſition in the Saints, and! 
thoſe vaniſhing purpoſes that carnall men may 
haue, that never had experience of the worke 
of grace, of that purity of heart that wee ſpeake 


of * 


lin,yer,ſaith the Apoſtle,he canner fnne,that isjhe | 


es this T anfwere briefly, you ſhall know Tag 
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But now you will {ay this to me, (thar may be | Ovzet7. 


— —— y— 


*— 


—— - 


Jen. "ER 


i TY 


| 134. 


The Saints daily Bxe rife 


Difference be- , 
tween the god- 
ly and others, 
in falling into 
| anne, 


| 


| more ſinne gets ground, and the more they loſe; 
| but itis not1o with a holy man, the more hee 


flamed. with loue him, hee is ſtrengthened in 


| creaſe habits,. but the contrary, adts leſſen the 


difference by this, a godly man, when he falls 
into finne, and is defiled with it, hee waſheth 
himſelfe from day to day: you ſhall find alwayes 
this, that he gets ground of the finne, of the luſt, | 
that manifeſts it ſelfe in any aRuall tranſgreſſion, 
ſtill irlooſeth by it, it gathers not ſtrength, bur 
looſeth ſtrength: in a carnall man it is quite con- | 
trary, his ſinne ſtill increaſeth, and intends the 
habir,and the luſt growes ſtronger and ſtronger, ' 
it gets ground of him,and thoſe good things that 
he hath, they are more and more worne out, and 
ſo they grow worſe and worſe from day to day, 
and th:t is the property of an evill man, of vnre- 
generacy whereſocver, it is aptto grow worle | 
and worie, and the more falls they: haue,. the 


falls, the more ſtrength hee gathers, hee is the 
more holy by it, the more wary, and watchful, | 
and the more hee is empticd of himſelfe, and 
drawes ncerer to theLo k.v, and is the more in- 


faith, and repentance,and in every grace: ſo thar 
here the rule now holds not true, thar acts in-- 


habits, which.is-a paradox.in philoſophy, but 
here it is ſo. 
If you aske how it can be? | 
I anſwere, in its owne nature every act intends 
the habir, as well in a godly man, as another 
man, bur it comes to-paſſe by accident, as wee 


1ay, becauſe the grace in him. is. ſtirred vp, by 
| OY thoſe 
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thoſe foiles, and ſlipps,and thoſe falls, and infir-\ 
 mities, to which he is ſubjeR : I ſay,grace is ſtir- 
red vp in him more and more, and recetues 
more vigour, and ſtrength. As wee ſay of true 
valour, it is increaſed more by 'oppoſiiion, ſo 
it comes to paſſe, that the more the childe of 
G © »falls into finne,the more grace is intended, 
Sathan gets lefſe ground, as Hezekriah, when hee 
tell into pride,the pride of his heart was leflened | 
more by it, then when he ſhewed his treaſure to 
the Ambaſſadour of the King of 3:bel, he knew 
not before the pride of his heart, that ſinne, that 
fall did manifeſt his corruption, which hee did 
not ſee before. So that, when the heart is fin- 
; cere, when it is pure, whenthere 1s a right prin- 
| ciple within, grace is ſetmore on worke to reſiſt 
| ſinne. So David, when he had numbred the peo- 
ple, that made him more humble, and therefore 
the L o « b ſhewed him more mercy afterwards, 
then ever he did.before, hee ſhewed him where 
the Temple ſhould bee built,, and vied him in 
that worke, and never ſhewed him ſuch mercie, | 
and kindneſle before: (I cannot ſtand to expreſſe | | 
particulars ) ſo it is with all rhe Saints; their | | 
hearts are never bertter,nor in more holy temper, 
nor more fearefull ro offend, and in a more gra- | 
tious diſpofition,then after their falls; and there- 
fore conſider that, thar thou-bce not deceived, [ 
 thatthou maiſt diſtinguiſh betweene this falling 4 
into ſfinne, and waſhing your ſelues, and thar 
rclaple to which evill men are ſubje&t ; and J 
keepethat for arule, that yhereſoever there is | 
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true grace, ſtill it ſtirres it ſelfe more and more, 
as it findes more reſiſtance, even as the winde 
and the water, and the fire doth , you know, the 
water, when it findes a ſtop, it growes more vio- 
lent, and ſo the winde; of the ſame nature 1s 
grace, where it findes a ſtop,and findes reſiſtance, 
it growes more ſtrong ,. and intent. The hea- 
thens had a little glimpſe of this truth, when 
they ſaid of vertue, that it growes more freſh and 
vigorous by being wounded;that is true of grace 
and holinef{e, the true vertue, the more it 15,0p- 
poſcd, rhe more it growes: even as you ſee in 
oppoſition in the diſputes of fchollers, and all 
kind of contentions in law,or any thing clic; the 
ſtronger the objection is, where there is ability 
in the partie, it produceth new notions , and 


new an{wers,and puts them moreto it; ſo theſe! 
aſſaults and temptations, when there 1s truth of 
heart within ; it .drawes out more holinefſe to 
G © », and more {ttcngrh,it multiplies the graces 
of G © Þ within : fo that the graces receiue in- 
creaſe, the more they are exerciſed,and intended, 
and finfull luſts decreaſe,the minde is more cmp- | 
tied forth:rhe chafſe tharis in vs,and the drofle is 
more winnowed out,and the heart is more clean- 
| {ed from it. $50 much ſhal ſerue for this,that who- 
| foever will cometotheLo xk pinprayer, muſt 
 fan&tifie him-in his heart, thar is, hee muſt come 
' with a holy,and with a pure heart. We haue ſhe- 
| wed what this holineſſe,and purenefle is, wherein 
it conliſts, and likewiſe how the objection is an- 
{wered,thar might decciue ys, So much for that 


| property. \ I 
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I miſt adde another, you ſhall find it Phil.4.6. | - na pra 
whenſoever you cometo make your requeſts to {,\..., i 
theLo x Þ, this 1s another condition that he re- | Thankfulnes, 
quires, to be thankfull for the mercies you haue —_ 
received already : ix all things, faith hee , let 
your requeſts bee made knowne to the Lord, with 
thankſgiving: as if heſhould ſay, take heede of | 
this, that whenſocver you come to put vp any 
petitionto the L o x »,you forget not the duty of | 
thankfulneſſe, bur ſtill when you come to aske | 
any thing that you want, remember that you : 
gue thankes for that you haue, Beloved, this | 
condition muſt not be omitted: you ſee the Lord 
himſelfe puts it in very carefully, let your requeſts 
be made knowne with prayer, aud ſupplication, and 
with thankſ2iving. There is much reaſon why 
our pctitions, and requeſts ſhould be accompa- 
nied with thank{giving totheLo mn »: for is it 
not reaſon when you come to aske ſomewhat for 
your ſelues, that you ſhould doe that alſo thar is 
acceptable to Go » * will a man ſerue himſelfe 
altogether, to come meercly to aske the thing he 
wants 2 this a man may doe out of loue to him- 
ſelfe, outof reſpect to himſelfe ; but you muſt re- 
member to doe ſomething that is pleaſing and 
acceptable to the Lok v. And therefore you ſhall 
finde in the old law, they were commanded {ig 
ro come with peace offerings, thatis, offerings, 
wherein they expreſſed thankfulnes, whenſoevyer 
they had any ſpeciall requeſt to the Lox »,you 
ſhall find thatwas the manner in Lewit. and other! 
places, thar ſuch a man as, came to requeſt any 
EL bein - 
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rhing at the Lozp s hands, might not come emp- 
ty handed;and what ſhould he bring with hime aj} 
peace offering : what was that £ thankfulneſſc 
tor that peace he had enjoyed, that was a peace 
oftcring ; tor peace is a generall word compre- 
| hending all kinde of mercies. For whar is our 
| health, bur the peace of our humours within £ 
| what 15 our cheeretulneſſe, and joy,butthe peace 
| of conſcience within £ allthe comfort wee haue 
in our name, and ſtate, it is peace in the particu- 
lar, &c. So I ſay, whenſoever thou commeſt with 
a petition, forget notto come with a peace offe-| 
: ring, that is, forget not to come with thankſgi- 
'ving tothe Lo x », forthat which thou haſt re- 
ceived;doe ſomewhat thar is accceptable to him, 
as well as ſeeke for that which is vſcfull for thy 
{ſelfe. Beloved, there is much reaſon fur it; be- 
cauſe,*ifa man be poring on his wants {till, if ir 
 be.in his mind, when he comes to call ypon- Go p 
it will indiſpoſe him for ſpirituall: performance, 
it will beget murmuring,and ſowrencſle, and diſ- 
content,it will imbitter his ſpirit: whenas a man 
| remembers many mercies that he hath received, 
whenhe makes a catalogue of them, and enume- 
rates them, it ſweeterss his ſpirit, it makes him 
more gracious, it acts thoſe graces that are in 
oe drawes him nearer tothe L o x »,it quick- 
s him, it makes him more contented with his 
condition that he is in:whereas,on the other ſide, 
forgetfulneſle of mercies, when a man is onely} 
intent vpon his petition to haue the thing done, 


Smile, | he. breakes many times into that ſullenneſſe of 
R E- diſpoſition, | 
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dif poſition, that we finde in children, that, when 


away that which they haue, ſo thatis our faule 


many times, when wee come and ſeeke to the 
Lo x Þ for any thing that we nced, we are ſo in- 


[tent vpon that, that we forget all the mercies we 


Hhaue received,as if they were nothing:the Lox » 
would not haue it {o, but will haue vs remember 
what wee receiue, that wee may be content to 
want, that our hearts may be brought to pati- 
ence, and contentment, vnder the crofle, and to 
want what it ſhall pleaſe him,tor a time,to deny 
vs,as Tob reaſoneth, ſaith hee, 1 bane received good 
from the Lords hawds, it is-his anſwere to his wite, 
axd ſhill Inotreceiveitl 7 fo, if agood man bec 
thankfull for mercies,it will make him ready to 
doe {o, it will make him content with that pre- 
ſent want : for-he lookes to that which he hath 
had in hand, When a man ſaith thus with him- 
{elfe, thus, and thus much good I haue received 
at the Lok » s hands,what though I want ſuch a 
thing 2- what though I be preſt with ſuch an af- 
fliction;and calamity: I will be-content to beare 
it,I ſay,the Lo x » lookes for this,expoſtulating 
with him,and murmuring againſt him, is not a 
meeke manner of asking things at his hands, but 
when a man ſo askes, that withall heis -conteny. 
to be denied, if his:good pleaſure be ſo. .Now, 
thankfulnefſe for mercy, makes vs ready to be 
ſo affected, to be willing to be denied,to be con- 
tent to refigne our ſelues to the L o x v, & there- 


{fore he will haue thankfulneſle to goe with it, 


—_—___ 


| , When-- 


they cannot hauc al that they would,they throw | 
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7 Condition 
required in 
prayer, 1s, to 
come in the 
name of the 

Lord Icſus 

Chrift, 


lam, 4« 


whenſocver wce come to aske any things at his 
hands. And therefore oblerue, that whenſoever 
you come ſo ſecke the Lo « p, you be thankfull 
tor the mercics you hauec had, remember them.; 
for it 1s a great MECanes to prevaile in our re- 
| quelts. Thankfulneſlc is (as it were) the incenſe, 
'thar perfumes your petitions, that makes them 
acceptable, and prevalent with the Lox », ſo 
much the ſooner. Prayer goes vp without in- 
.cenſe, when wee offcr vp our petitions without 
taankfulneſſe ; becauſe that is a ſacrifice, as you 
know it is called the calwes of owr lips, and ever 
when you joyne thankfulnefſe with your petiti- 
ons, it is like a ſacrifice mingled with it, that 
| helpes to prevaile for you. | 
The next condition 1s, and it muſt not befor- 

gotten, of all the reſt, thar we come to the Lord, 
inthe name of 7eſws Chriff, This is a thing com- 
monly knowne, you will ſay, who knowes not 
that, except we come in the name of Chriſt, no 
petition can be acceptable 2 Beloved, I ſay to 
you in that caſe, as the Apoſtle James ipeakes, 
\ Tam. 4. Wherc he giues this rule, that we ſhould 
lay, if the Lord will we will doe ſuch and ſuch athing 
| fo morrow, ec. and when the an{were would be 
' ready, who knowes not this £ ſaith hee, if you! 
| know the will of the L © « »,and doe 1tnot, your 
judgement ſhall be greater; ſo ſay, if any doe 
{not practiſe this, ( and it isa thing we are excec-! 
ding ready to forget, or wee are ready to doe it 
in a formall, and ina cuſtomary manner, but to. 
| doe itin good carneſt, as wee ought to doe it, | 


TT. therein 
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[therein commonly wee come ſhort) _ know 


how great a finne it was, inthe olde law, to of- 
fer without aPricſt; inthe 17 of Lewiticrs it is 
ſaid there, if any man brought his ſacrifice, 
though it were the beſt ſacrifice and the choiſe, 
yet, ich the text,if he dia not bring #t to the prieſt, 
andre the Altar, but flay bis ſacrifice elſe where, 
without a Priefl, ſuch a mn was guiliic of blowd, 
and was to be cut off from his people; that is , hee 
was to be cur off by the Prieſt, by excommuni- 
cation, and after by the civill Magiſtrate. You 
know,it was Yzs4hs fault to offer incenſe, when 
it was proper to the Prieſt to doe it 2 The ſame 
ſinne we commit when we come to the Lox », 
and thinke , becauſe wee haue repented, and 
prayed fervently , becauſe wee thinke , our 
hearts and ſpirits are in a good diſpoſition , be- 
cauſe we know no finne, of which wee are con- 


——_— 


uh. 


bee heard. Iris true: the Lo x Þ requires theſe 
| qualifications, inthe partic, when hee prayes; 
but take heede of thinking to bee heard for this, 


| come thus to the Lox», and ſay vnto him, 
|'Lox », I confeſle ( notwithſtanding all this ) I 
ERS vnworthy , I hane nothing in me, why thou 
| | thouldeſt regard mee, it cannot be, that either 
| ; 1, or my prayer ſhould be acceptable, but I be- 


Fl 


; ſeech thee, take them ar the hands of C un & 1 sr, 
our High Prieſt, hee that is ewtred inte the vale, 
he,that takes the prayers of the Saints, and mingles 
them with ſweete odours, when a man can really 


ſcious, for this cauſe wee thinke tharwee ſhall | 


|rhis is to offer without a Prieſt. You muſt | 


Levit. 17. 
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doc this ,, with dependance vpen Chriſt , and{ 
come boldly in his nzme, that 1s to-offter a ſacri- 
| fice to him ; and this we muſt carefully remem- 
| ber;and therefore we ſee an excellent expreſſion] 
Levit: 5.23, | Of this iu Levee. 5. where this is made cleare to 
| you, .that it is not any excellency in the perſon, 
not any fecrvency in the prayer , not any pure- 
nefle, or holinefſe that is found in him , nothing | 
that comes from man, that cauſeth his prayer 
to be acceptable, bur it is the Prieſt,in that place 
from verl.s. to the 11. you ſhall finde there the 
law was,that he that came to ſacrifice, wnſt brissz 
a ſhcepe , or a ſhee goat , but if hee were not 1o rich 
| a5 to do fo, he was able enough to bring ewo fur- | 
tle Dones;yert if he were not able to do that, then, | 
ſaith the text, be ſhall bring the tenth pars of an E. | 
pha of fine flowre , (a very ſmall thing) and, faith 
he, let his gine this ro the Prieſt , and hee ſhall make 
6 attonement for him, and his ſin ſhall be forgiven. 
Whencel obſcrue this, that it is not the good- 
neſle of the ſacrifice,the price, nor the choiſenes 
nor the excellency of that, when they came with 
| a thouſand Rammes , and ſo many ſheepe, and 
bullocks,(as you rcade of many great ſacrifices, | 
that wiere offred by theKings)yet the tenth part 
of an epha of fine flower , which was exceeding 
little, this prevailed fully as much, it ſhewes e- 
| vidently , that it is not 1n the ſacrifice, but the| 
| pooreſt, and the ſmalleſt, and the meaneſt ſacri- 
t tice will prevaile with God, as well as the rich- 
eſt, and the greateſt, What is the reaſon 7 For, 


faith he ,.it is the Prieſt , that muſt offer it, he 
| Gn makes; 
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| the name of Chriſt. 
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makes it acceptable ; fo inthis caſe, letthe ſacri- | 
fice be never ſo meane,, yet if it be Chriſt, thar | 


prieſt, and he offers it , the Loxp will accept it. 
' You ſhall find that rule, LZevie.g.1r. He that brings 
a ſacrifice , ( this caution was given) he muſt put ns 
incenſe to it, neither oyle, But ſhould the {acrifice 
be offered without incenſe? No, you ſhall find in 
Levit. is. that alwayes , the prieſt, when he entred 
into the holie of holieft, hee burnt incenſe, that they 
cloud of that incenſe , might cover the Mercy ſeat : 
the meaning is this, that when any man comes to 
offer a prayer to the Lox »D, he can put no in- 
cenſc ro it,the prieſt only he mult pur 1n incenſe, | 


fice, whereinthe Lo « Þ ſmells a favour of reſt : 
torthe Lox » expreſſeth himſelte in this manner, 
as if he were diſquieted for finne, .and can take 
no reſt; now, when /eſss Chrift offers a {acrifice, 
he ſmellsa favour of reſt, becauſe it comes from 
him, in whom he is well pleaſed: fo, I ſay, wee 
muſt be carcfull , thar we remember we come in 


But, you will ſay, every man doth fo,and hcw 
ſhall we know it * 

You ſhall know it by this, it you haue bold- 
| neffe, and confidence, that is an argument that 
you looke not vpon your ſelues, but vpon Chriſt 
When a man is fo excecding timerous, and 
doubring, and tearefull , that he dares nor come 
tothe throne of grace, or, if hee doe, yer hee. 
makes a great queſtion, whether he ſhall be heard. 


offers the ſacrifice, if it bee commended to the | 


Or} 


Levitz 5.11. 


Leyitz16 12,13 


Obie. 


Anſw. 
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{or no, this is too much looking to himſelfe, here 
the high prieſt is forgotten. If thou come in his: 
name, there is enough to carry thee out, it will 
breede boldneſle in thee , it will breede confi- 
dence: if thou come in the name of Chriſt, and 
offer vp thy prayers through him, it will cauſe 
| thee, in cyery petition thou putteſt vp, to thinke 
| thy ſelfe ſo much beholding to Chriſt, that thou 
wilt be ready to ſay , in thy heart, whenſocver 
any pctition is granted thee, I may thanke Jeſus 
Cbrift for this. When a man, Iſay, ſhall bee fo 
much put vpon his ſcore, .it will make him ſo 
| much indebred to the L o « Þ Jeſws for his ſinne 
that is remitted, and this Petition that hee hath | 
granted, that his heart ſhall be more inlarged to 
| _ |thankfulnefſe, whenhe is able to conſider the be 
nefit of redemption , and is ready to ſay with 
himfelfe, if 7eſws Chrift had not dyed,if I had not 
{ had ſuchan high Prieſt, that hathentred into the 
| Heb.9. | very heavens.,as the Apoſtle ſaith Heb. 9. #9 muke 
interceſſion for me , I had loſt this benefit, Thad 
[never come to haue put vp a prayer to the Lord, 
ER {or, if I had, it ſhould not haue been heard. | 
| Obiedt. But you will {ay;co mee, if wee be heard for 
Chriſt; then though a man be finful and though 
{| hee haue none of the precedent conditions; 
though he haue nor that holinefle that is-requi- 
red.,if the Prieſt make him acceptable, why may 
he not hope as well as the moſt holy man? 

Arſw, | I anſwer,briefly.though the Prieſt giue all ac- 
ceptance to the ſacrifice, and our prayers are 
accepted through him , yetthat is not all, there 
| d are 
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are two things beſides required, that the perſon 
that brings the ſacrifice, be cleane ; no impure 
perſon was to bring a ſacrifice:lecondly,that the 
ſacrifice be without blemiſh, he that hath a male, 
and brings a female, is curſed : So this is requi- 
red, that the perſon be righteow, and that the 
prayer be fervent, ſuch as is indited by the helpe 
of G o d s ſpirit, that it may be a facrifice fit for 
the L o x v.But now.that we haue from Chr; ft,js 
this, that though the perton be {o,and the prayer 
thus qualified, and haue thoſe forenoted condi- 
tions in it, yet it is not acceptable, without the 
Prieſt. And therefore this ſhould incourage you, | 
when you conſider the glorious Go », his ho- 
neſſe, that great diſtance bctweene him and you, 
and your ſelues, on the other f1de, how vile and 
ſinfull you are, and vnht to come and pur vp | 
your requeſts to him ; now,when you thinke of 
a Mediator, of an high Prieſt, who is centred into | 
heaven, who is gone thither, and fits at the right 
hand of Majeſtic, making interceflion for you, 
when you conſider there 1s one high Prieſt, who 
is ableto prevaile;not like rhe Prieſts in the law. | 
but one that is over the houſe of G © », one that 
115 the very ſon,that is not entred in through the | 
(blood of Bulls, and Goates, bur with his owne 
blood ; when our of this you ſhall receine con- 


pb, | | : . » X 
| fidence,and come nceere him with boldneſle, this 
[1s to make vic of Chriſt, and to offer ſacrifice in 
{\him. There is no more remaining now , but 
that when you haue conſidered all the conditi- 
ons mentioned, and firred your. prayers accor- 
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ding to them, that you be confident,and expect 

much, that when you have prayed,you may ſay 
thus,L o « d,I expe& now the granting of them, 
thou canſt notnow deny them, Lox »,I will wait 
now. And this is our fault, when we haue pray- 
ed, and the thing comes not preſently, wee are 
readic to giue over, we are not willing to waite. 
B-loved, that is one thing ſpecially to bee re- 
| membred,we muſt fo tarre magnify our prayers, 


wee muſt ſet'a price vpon them fo farre, and fo 

cſteeme them, and thinke them of that worth 
that they will bring the thing to paſſe. Ifa man 
take a drugg, or a medicine, or an herbe, and 
| vie 1tto a 1, ound, ora diſcalc, once, or twice,or 
' thrice, and, ifhe ſee it doth no good, he will lay 
' it aſide, :and take another medicine : for, ſaith 
| he, T hauetrycd ir, and it will doe me no good; 
ſoa mandotn with his prayers, he ſaith, Thaue 
ſoughtto the Lon », I haue prayed for this 
thing twice, or thrice, and itis not granted me; 
and therefore he is ready to lay it a{tde, asf it 
were not eftectuall, and to take another meanes, 
this neglect of praycr is not t9 know the force of 

the medicine. You muſt know therefore of what 
efficacie prayer is,and truſt it, and nor giue over, 
(for it is effectuall to bring the thing to paſle ) 
and not make haſt, but ſtay, and waite, it was 
Sarahs fault, when Abraham and thee ſought to 
the Loxv for aſonne,ſhe made too much haſt to 
giue Hegar to Abrahaw, when they ſhould haue 
ttayedtillthe Lo x » had done it his owne way. 
So Rebecoah, there was a promiſe, and nodoubt, 
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Jacob. and ſhee prayed for the fulfilling of that 
promiſe, but ſhe made too much haſte, ſhe tooke 
a wrong way to gct the bleſſing by lying, this 
was not waiting, buta ſtepping our to another 
| meanes ; becauſe they thoughr prayer and de- 
pendance vpon Go Þ would not doe it. So Saul 
would not waite vpon Go », but he would offer | 
ſacrifice,this was to make haſt. And ſo it is, when 
a man is diſcouraged; Dev/d,when the thing was 


and falls to a deſperate complaint, ſaying.oxe dey 
1 ſhall fall by the hands of Saul. Take heede of this, 
and when we offer our prayers thus, learne to 
know what they are, learne to truſt them, 
and to depend,and waite vpon G © », 
fay certainly,I ſhall not be de- | 
nied,the thing ſhall ſure- 
ly be granted. 


So much for this time.and this text. 
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not preſently granted,he was ready to giue over,] 
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